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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to update Committee on my previous report dated 23 
March 2002 regarding the above, and to seek approval to explore the option of 
disposal of the now vacant 8 Council owned houses within the properties at 9 - 35 
Ballochney Street Airdrie. 

Background 

Committee will recall from previous reports the steps taken by the Council to identify 
possible solutions to the problem of subsidence and to work with the InsurerdAgents 
representing the 6 owner/occupiers whose houses lie adjacent to the Council 
Properties. However, despite discussions with these parties no remedy could be 
found that would allow reparatory works to be undertaken at a shared cost leading to 
re-occupation of the Council owned houses. The reason for this was that insurers, 
through supplementary surveys, could not find any signs of structural defects 
affecting their houses. Moreover insurers have clearly stated that they would be 
obliged to act under their policies if evidence appears of actual damage. No action 
would be taken on anticipated damage. 

Current Position 

The 8 council houses are vacant and have been for at least a year. Properties are 
secured and gardens are being maintained through the Council’s Garden assistance 
scheme 

Staff from the Legal Services, Planning & Environment and Housing & Property 
Services Departments along with the local elected member have held a series of 
meetings to explore viable options for the future use of the 8 houses. 

It is not possible for the Council to relet the houses in light of the consultants’ report 
on ground stability without underpinning work being undertaken. As owners’ agents 
are not prepared to share the cost of such work this option is not viable. An 
alternative solution, therefore, had to be explored. 



4. Proposal 

4.1 One option being explored at present is the disposal of the 8 Council owned houses 
on the open market for future development. 

4.2 The Council’s Legal Services has advised that disposal would be a possible option 
with prospective bidders being furnished with full disclosure of all necessary 
background information relating to ground conditions. Such information will also 
include details of the current structural stability of the houses, which has been 
assessed by Building Control. This information will allow prospective developers to 
have all necessary details in relation to future planning applications in respect of the 
properties. 

4.3 Disposal would be administered by the Housing & Property Services Department, 
which would market the properties on behalf of the Council. Property Services has 
already made informal soundings within the private sector and is satisfied that 
disposal may be a possible option to particular developers. However, this may not be 
the case with the result that no interest is shown in upgrading the houses. Obviously 
this will only be properly assessed if the recommendation for disposal was accepted 
and formal procedures put in place. 

5. Corporate Considerations 
5.1 The Director of Planning and Environment and Head of Legal Services have been 

consulted and have given advice on the outlined proposals. Consultation will also be 
held with the Scottish Executive as recommended by the Head of Legal Services to 
ensure the proposals are acceptable and in line with the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987. 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 Committee is therefore asked to agree to: 

a) The option of disposal of the Council owned houses within 9 -35 Ballochney 
Street, Burnfoot Airdrie being pursued in line with Council Standing Orders and 
on the basis of full disclosure on property and ground conditions to prospective 
developers. 

b) Prospective developers being advised that any negotiations with owner/occupiers 
on future development work will be on a private basis and that any applications 
for improvement grants would be subject to normal assessment procedures. 

c) Results of the exploratory process on disposal of the houses to be reported to 
committee at a future date with appropriate recommendations given. 

d) Subject to the outcome of the process an approach to the Scottish Executive be 
made on the necessary consent required for the Council to dispose of the 8 
Council owned properties. 

7 Backwound Information 

7.1 Background papers available within the department. 
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