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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek agreement for the provision of grant assistance to 
house owners for insulated render. 

Background 

Houses in an area around Woodburn Avenue and Faskine Avenue in Cairnhill, Airdrie 
are constructed of a single skin of brickwork. The design of such houses results in a 
very poor insulation level, and a means of significantly improving this is to apply an 
insulated render to the outside face of the walls. Such work has been completed to 
the Council's properties in the area and to flatted blocks containing some sold houses. 
The majority of houses in the area, however, have been sold under the right-to-buy, 
and of these, approximately 37 have not been re-roughcast. 

One of the Council's priorities for housing is to improve energy efficiency of stock in all 
tenures, and indeed the Council has a duty to encourage energy conservation in terms 
of the Home Energy Conservation Act. The single skin brick houses at Cairnhill form a 
major concentration of houses with poor insulation values and there is an opportunity 
to address this now to the benefit of individual owners and the community generally. It 
is proposed to offer Repairs/ Improvement Grants to owners whose houses have not 
been re-roughcasted, on the basis that an insulated render, to the same specification 
as used for the Council's own stock, is applied. 

It is also proposed to accept a single estimate for grant approval purposes, as long as 
it is not more than the equivalent works cost based on the lowest tender accepted by 
the Council for its houses, which is approximately f7600 per house. 

The Non-HRA Housing Capital Programme 2005106 includes allowances for energy 
conservation, and for grants under the new powers available through the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2001 to assist owners with insulation measures. It is proposed that 
grant assistance be provided from these sources, which total f56,000, supplemented if 
necessary by the budget for grants for elderly owners. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that grants be offered to owners of single brick skin houses at 
Cairnhill, Airdrie, for insulated render, as detailed in section 2 of this report. 
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Corporate considerations 

There is financial provision for this proposal in the Non-HRA Housing Capital 
programme 2005106. 

Background information 

Background information is available in the Housing & Property Services Department. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing & Property Services 
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