
HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 20 January 2005 

Motherwell, 20 January 2005 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillor Jones, Vice-Convener; Councillors Burrows, Carmichael, 
Cefferty, M. Clark, A. Clarke, Curran , Fagan, Hogg, Irvine, Lyle, McKenna, McKeown, Maginnis, J.  Martin, 
W. Martin, Morris, G. Murray, Robertson, Shields, Valentine and Wilson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Manager, Director of Housing and Property Services, Head of Housing Services, Head 
of Design Services, Finance and Administration Manager, Principal Investigator, Department of Housing and 
Property Services and Senior Accountant, Department of Finance. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Burns, Love, Lunny, McCabe and Morgan. 

The Convener exercised his discretion to vary the order of business as hereinafter Minuted. 

SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTE 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Technical Services (Capital 
Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 9 December 2004. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved and noted. 

REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING REPORTS 200412005 - HOUSING HRA, HOUSING NON-HRA 
AND DESIGN SERVICES - 1 APRIL TO 12 NOVEMBER 2004 

2. There were submitted reports dated 18 and 26 November 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services (1) advising of the current spending levels of the Housing and Property Services 
Department for the period from 1 April to 12 November 2004; (2) providing a comparison of actual 
expenditure and income against the estimated expenditure and income and explanations of the more 
significant variances, and (3) intimating a projected outturn for the Housing HRA, Housing Non-HRA 
and Design Services budgets with details of major underspends and overspends. 

Decided: that the terms of the reports be noted. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND PROPERTY SERVICES - SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
2004/2005 TO 2006/2007 AND REVENUE BUDGETS 200512006 

3. There was submitted a joint report (docketed) dated 23 December 2004 by the Directors of Housing 
and Property Services and Finance (1) submitting for consideration (a) the updated Service 
Improvement Plan for the Department of Housing and Property Services in respect of the period 
2004/2005 to 2006/2007 as detailed in Appendix A to the report, and (b) the proposed HRA and Non- 
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HRA budgets for the Department of Housing and Property Services in respect of the period 
2005/2006 as contained in Appendices B and C to the report; (2) indicating that the proposed budgets 
for the Department of Housing and Property Services shows an increase of f351,800 for the Housing 
HRA and €961,733 for the Housing Non-HRA budgets, and the basis of the increases; (3) advising 
that Departmental budgets will be consolidated to enable the Council to evaluate and consider the 
potential for growth in service budgets prior to determining its overall spending plans for the 
forthcoming year, and (4) recommending that the Committee (a) approve the updated Service 
Improvement Plan for the Department of Housing and Property Services as contained in Appendix A 
to the report; (b) note the level of CSP movements and increases to the HRA and Non-HRA 
Departmental revenue budgets as set out in Parts i and ii of Appendices B and C to the report; (c) 
agree the HRA and Non-HRA Departmental base budgets as detailed in Part iii of Appendices B and 
C to the report; (d) consider and make recommendations to the Special Housing and Technical 
Services Committee on 27 January 2005 on the HRA efficiency savings as detailed in Part iv of 
Appendix B; (e) consider and make recommendations to the Policy and Resources Committee on 
efficiency savings from the Departmental Non-HRA base budget as detailed in Part iv of Appendix C 
to the report; (9 note (A) that any alterations to the updated Service Improvement Plan for the 
Department of Housing and Property Services, required as a consequence of finalisation of the 
Council’s budget, will be brought to the attention of this Committee, and (B) that the first six monthly 
performance report to be presented to this Committee in the financial year 2005/2006 will also contain 
updated information on the Departmental revenue budgets for the financial year 2005/2006, and (9) 
otherwise note the contents of the report. 

Decided: 

that the updated Service Improvement Plan for the Department of Housing and Property 
Services in respect of the period 2004/2005 to 2006/2007, as contained in Appendix A to the 
report by the Directors of Housing and Property Services and Finance be approved; 

that the level of CSP movements and increases affecting HRA and Non-HRA Departmental 
revenue budgets as set out in Parts i and ii of Appendices B and C to the report by the 
Directors of Housing and Property Services and Finance be noted; 

that the HRA and Non-HRA Departmental base budgets as set out in Part iii of Appendices B 
and C to the report by the Directors of Housing and Property Services and Finance, be 
agreed subject to the consideration of efficiency savings; 

that it be noted that the proposed HRA efficiency savings as detailed in Part iv of Appendix B 
to the report by the Directors of Housing and Property Services and Finance would be 
considered at a special meeting of the Housing and Technical Services Committee to be held 
on 27 January 2005; 

that the proposed Non-HRA efficiency savings as detailed in Part iv of Appendix C to the 
report by the Directors of Housing and Property Services and Finance, be approved and 
referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration; 

that it be noted (a) that any alterations to the updated Service Improvement Plan for the 
Department of Housing and Property Services, required as a consequence of finalisation of 
the Council’s budget, will be brought to the attention of the Committee, and (b) that the first 
six monthly performance report to be presented to the Committee in financial year 2005/2006 
will also contain updated information on the HRA and Non-HRA Departmental revenue 
budgets for financial year 2005/2006, and 

that, otherwise, the contents of the report be noted. 

This paragraph was dealt with by the Council at its Special Meeting on 10 February 2005. 
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LOCK-UP RENTALS 2005/2006 

4. 

c 
There was submitted a report (docketed) dated I December 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval to increase charges for lock-up rental from 1 April 2005 and 
proposing that there be (1) a 4% increase within the former District Authority areas generating 
additional revenue of approximately f30,000, and (2) no increase within the former Cumbernauld 
Development Corporation (CDC) area. 

Councillor McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor Jones, moved that:- 

(1) that a 4% increase in lock-up charges within the former District Authority areas from 1 April 
2005 be approved; 

(2) that there be no increase in lock-up charges within the former Cumbernauld Development 
Corporation area, and 

(3)  to recommend accordingly to the Council. 

Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor Irvine, moved, as an amendment, (a) that a 4% increase in 
lock-up charges within the former District Authority areas from 1 April 2005 be approved, and (b) that 
the weekly charge for lock-up rentals from 1 April 2005 for the former CDC housing stock be reduced 
to f4.01 to harmonise lock-up rental levels across North Lanarkshire. 

On a vote being taken, 5 Members voted for the amendment and 14 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Thereon, 5 Members being more than one quarter of the Members present and voting, having 
required in terms of paragraph 57(E) of the Council’s Standing Orders in relation to Committees and 
Sub-Committees, that the matter be referred, for determination, to the Council, it was noted that this 
decision did not constitute an exercise of delegated power and the matter was referred accordingly. 

Decided: 

(1) that a 4% increase in lock-up charges within the former District Authority areas from 1 April 
2005 be approved; 

(2) that there be no increase in lock-up charges within the former Cumbernauld Development 
Corporation area; 

(3) to recommend accordingly to the Council, and 

(4) that it be noted that this decision did not constitute an exercise of delegated powers, and that 
the matter is referred, for determination to the Council. 

This paragraph was dealt with by the Council at its Special Meeting on 10 February 2005. 

HOUSING CAPITAL PROGRAMME (HRA) 2004/2005 

5. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 
2004 when, -- inter alia, the revised Housing Capital Programme (HRA) was approved, on the 
understanding that reports would be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee on any further 
adjustments required during the remainder of the year, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
24 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (1) seeking approval to revise 
spending plans within the current year’s HRA Capital Programme, and (2) advising that revised 
expenditure projections for various projects suggested that some adjustment was required within the 
Programme, with the revised spending proposals set out within Appendix 1 to the report. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the revised Housing Capital Programme (HRA), summarised in Appendix 1 to the report 
be approved, on the understanding that the Programme would continue to be closely 
monitored, with reports submitted to future meetings of the Committee on any additional 
adjustments required during the remainder of the year, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 

HOUSING CAPITAL PROGRAMME (HRA) 200512006 

6. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of this committee held on 4 September 
2003 when, -- inter alia, (1) the outline HRA Capital Programme for 2004/2005-2008/2009 was 
approved, on the understanding that a more detailed report based on updated investment and 
resource projections would be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, and (2) the submission 
to the Scottish Executive of the Council’s 30 year investment plan which included a financial model of 
the Council’s housing investment requirements, was approved, on the understanding that it would be 
subject to ongoing review and updated to reflect any changes, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 11 January 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (a) detailing, the 
outline Capital Programme for 2005/2006, which had been reviewed and revised, with the revised 
spending proposals highlighted within Appendix 1 to the report, and (b) outlining proposals with regard 
to the ongoing commitments of the Estate Regeneration, Kitchen and Bathroom, Re-rendering/ 
Roofing and Rewiring Programmes, and the Scottish Housing Quality Standard. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the revised HRA Capital Programme for 2005/2006, summarised in Appendix 1 to the 
report, be approved, and 

that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 

HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY - FEEDBACK FROM THE ASSESSMENT PANEL 

7. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of the committee held on 27 May 2004 
when the first annual review of the Council’s Homelessness Strategy and the Local Outcome 
Agreement was noted, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 December 2004 by the 
Director of Housing and Property Services in respect of the response received from the Scottish 
Executive on the First Annual Review of the Homelessness Strategy and seeking homologation for 
the response which was subsequently sent to the Scottish Executive (1) detailing feedback from the 
Assessment Panel, with a full description of the comments detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, 
and (2) attaching as Appendix 2 to the report, a copy of the response sent to the Scottish Executive in 
September 2004. 

Decided: 

(1) that the formal response to the First Annual Review of the Homelessness Strategy highlighted 
within Appendix 1 to the report, be noted, and 

(2) that the response sent to the Scottish Executive, highlighted within Appendix 2 to the report, 
be homologated. 
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SELECTION OF HOUSING SUPPORT PROVIDER - HOULDSWORTH COURT, WISHAW 

8. With reference to (1) paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 9 January 
2003 when approval had been given to lease accommodation at Houldsworth Court, Wishaw from 
Kirkcare Housing Association to develop a supported accommodation project for vulnerable parents 
and their children, and (2) paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 
March 2004 when a list of service providers to be invited to tender for the contract to manage and 
provide support for the project at Houldsworth Court, Wishaw was approved, there was submitted a 
report (docketed) dated 16 November 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (a) 
advising that tender documents had been issued to four contractors to develop supported 
accommodation at Houldsworth Court, Wishaw; (b) intimating that the selection procedures had been 
based on the CIPFA 40% financial/60% quality model; (c) indicating that, after applying the CIPFA 
model to the tenders received, the tender from Blue Triangle (Glasgow) Housing Association had 
been selected to manage and provide support for the project at Houldsworth Court, Wishaw, and (d) 
advising that the contract had been awarded for two years from 31 March 2004 and might be 
extended, pending service review. 

Decided: that it be noted that the Director of Administration was progressing acceptance of the 
tender received from Blue Triangle (Glasgow) Housing Association to manage and 
provide support for the project at Houldsworth Court, Wishaw in terms of his delegated 
powers. 

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ETC. (SCOTLAND) ACT 2004 

9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 January 2005 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services regarding the introduction and main provisions of the Anti-Social Behaviour Etc. 
(Scotland) Act 2004, and the implementation timetable (1) outlining the background to the introduction 
of the Anti-Social Behaviour (Scotland) Act 2004, with a Guide to the Act, attached as Appendix I to 
the report; (2) detailing Parts 1-4 and 6 of the Act which had taken effect from 28 October 2004, with 
the remaining sections being introduced on a pilot or phased basis over the next year; (3) advising 
that (a) the Scottish Executive had identified that Local Authorities and their partner agencies required 
further legislation in order to tackle the complex problems within communities, and (b) a number of 
new powers had been introduced under the new Act to assist in addressing the issues detailed within 
the report, and (4) indicating (a) that new protocols with the Children’s Reporter and the Department 
of Planning and Environment would require to be established to ensure a joint working approach to 
avoid duplication and ensure good communication was maintained, and (b) that existing protocols 
would require to be further developed with Strathclyde Police and the Department of Social Work to 
ensure current and new methods of tackling anti-social behaviour were developed to meet the needs 
of the Scottish Executive and the public. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that further work would progress with Strathclyde Police, Officers of the 
Departments of Planning and Environment and Social Work, Children’s Reporter and other 
agencies, in developing an Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy as required under the new Act; 

(2) that it be noted that further work would progress with the partner agencies and Service 
Departments in establishing and developing existing protocols to ensure the effective 
implementation of new powers and duties, leading to optimum levels of joint working and 
co-operation, and 

(3) that provisions of the Anti-Social Behaviour (Scotland) Act Etc. 2004 and the implementation 
timetable be noted. 
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THE HOMELESS PERSONS (UNSUITABLE ACCOMMODATION) (SCOTLAND) ORDER 2004 

10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services in respect of the Homeless Persons (Unsuitable Accommodation) (Scotland) Order 
2004 which came into force on 6 December 2004 (1) advising that the Order would restrict routine use 
of unsuitable or temporary accommodation which was mainly bed and breakfast places; (2) detailing 
within the report, descriptions of unsuitable accommodation and the exceptions permitted in limited 
circumstances, (3) intimating that the Council (a) had already adopted a policy of minimising the use 
of Bed and Breakfast accommodation for all applicants, and (b) would continue to pursue the aim of 
avoiding the use of Bed and Breakfast placements to comply with the Council’s Homelessness 
Strategy, and (4) indicating that the Council would comply with the Order, although, there was 
concern that the Order placed restrictions on the Council at a time when resources were under 
pressure to meet the needs of homeless persons. 

Decided: that the Homeless Persons (Unsuitable Accommodation) (Scotland) Order 2004 
No. 489 and the consequential action to be taken by the Council be noted. 

FURNISHED TENANCY GRANT - OFFER OF GRANT 2005/2006 

11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 29 November 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services regarding an Offer of Grant received from the Scottish Executive for the purpose of 
developing Furnished Tenancies to be let to homeless persons (1) indicating that the Scottish 
Executive had offered a Furnished Tenancy Grant in the sum of f118,734 for the financial year 
2005/2006; (2) advising that the Grant may be used to purchase goods which were deemed to be 
essential items, and (3) intimating that the Grant provided a further opportunity to develop a Furnished 
Tenancy Scheme to meet the needs of people generally excluded from access to Community Care 
Grants and who may only expect to receive minimal assistance from the Department of Works and 
Pensions. 

Decided: that the funding allocation of f118,734 for 2005/2006, received from the Scottish 
Executive to develop Furnished Tenancies, be noted. 

HOUSING SUB-OFFICES (SOUTH DIVISION) - CLOSURE 

12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval to close the Housing Sub-Office at Carfin and to amend the 
service provided at the Housing Sub-Offices at Forgewood and Gowkthrapple (1) outlining the 
background to the current use by customers, and the staff ratio provided in the Carfin, Forgewood and 
Gowkthrapple Sub-Offices; (2) proposing that (a) the eight staff currently based at the Sub-Office in 
Carfin be relocated to the First Stop Shop in Motherwell; (b) to accommodate any customers in the 
Carfin and Jerviston areas, regular surgeries be established for two hours per week; (c) in the 
Sub-Offices in Gowkthrapple and Forgewood, the offices be opened on a trial basis for two days per 
week, with the situation being monitored to ensure that customers had access to services at time of 
peak demand, and (d) the two flats currently being used by the Carfin Sub-Office would be reinstated 
to their original standard and would be allocated through the void procedure at a total cost of f30,000, 
and (3) intimating that the saving to the Council would be f 1,200 for utility bills on an annual basis, 
with the rental income for the two properties being f4,630 per annum. 

Decided: that the closure of the Housing Sub-Office at Carfin and the reduction of opening hours 
at the Housing Sub-Offices at Forgewood and Gowkthrapple be approved, subject to 
monitoring of customer demand. 
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POOL OF CLERICAL ASSISTANTS 

13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval to establish a pool of Clerical Assistants graded at GS1/2 (1) 
outlining the background to, and the need for, the posts; (2) proposing that (a) a pool of six Clerical 
Assistants graded GS112 be recruited on a permanent basis, with this additional resource being used 
to provide cover for vacant posts within the Housing Division of the Department, and (b) the 
management of the post holders would be undertaken by the Housing Divisional Managers; (3) 
indicating that there would be a review after 12 months of operation to evaluate the impact of the 
service; (4) advising that the proposal would alleviate pressure currently being experienced and would 
cover vacancies of a temporary nature, giving Managers the opportunity to cover vacant posts with 
immediate effect, and (5) intimating that (a) the total cost of the additional costs would be f100,780 
and would be met within existing budgetary provision, and (b) the new posts would reduce the 
requirement to fund temporary appointments. 

Decided: 

(1) that the establishment of six Clerical Assistants graded GS1/2, as detailed within the report, 
be approved; 

(2) that a review of the service after 12 months of operation be approved, and 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 

LOCK-UP DEMOLlTlONlGARAGE SITE REMOVAL (SOUTH DIVISION) 

14, There was submitted a report dated 3 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services seeking approval to demolish eight lock-up garages at Silverburn Crescent, Newarthill and to 
delete five vacant garage plots at Greenend View, Lawmuir Road and Noble Road, Bellshill from the 
rent accounting system (1) outlining the background to, and the need for, the demolition of the lock-up 
garages and the removal of the vacant garage plots from the rent accounting system; (2) advising that 
the costs of the demolition works, amounting to approximately f12,000, would be contained within the 
HRA Repairs Budget, and (3) intimating that the proposed demolition would reduce the void rent loss 
by f 1,885 per annum for the lock-up garages, and a void rent loss for the garage plots reducing by 
f 376.80. 

Decided: that the demolition of eight lock-up garages at Silverburn Crescent, Newarthill and the 
removal from the rent accounting system of five garage plots at Greenend View, 
Lawmuir Road and Noble Road, Bellshill, be approved. 

HRA CAPITAL PROGRAMME - ENVlRONMENTALlBACK COURT IMPROVEMENTS 

15. 

c 
There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval to formulate a programme of environmental improvements to the 
back court areas of Council owned blocks of flats throughout North Lanarkshire (1) outlining the 
background to, and the need for, the implementation of a programme of environmental improvements 
to the back court areas of Council owned blocks of flats, and (2) proposing that (a) a programme of 
works be established to tackle some of the worst areas; (b) approximately f l m  be split evenly 
between the North and South Divisions to tackle the necessary work and complete the existing estate 
regeneration priorities; (c) in light of recent increases in tender costs, the limit for Environmental 
Improvement grant for Owner-Occupiers be increased from f2,500 to f4,000 per unit, inclusive of 
VAT and fees, subject to available resources; (d) f100,OOO per annum be allocated from the Non- 
HRA budget to fund environmental improvements for owner/occupiers living in predominantly Council 
owned blocks; (e) it be noted that, as the demand for these grants was anticipated to increase, the 
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programme of work would require to be phased; (9 a list of initial proposals as detailed within 
Appendix 1 to the report, be approved, and (9) the work be linked to employment and training 
opportunities for young people through the Environmental Task Force element of the New Deal. 

Decided: 

(1) that the proposal to develop the programme of environmental improvements to blocks of flats 
as detailed within the report, be approved; 

(2) that the outline programme, as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, be approved, and 

(3) that the delegated authority of the Director of Housing and Property Services to approve 
environmental improvement grants be increased from f2,500 per unit to f4,000 per unit 
inclusive of VAT and fees. 

MAINTENANCE AND PROPERTY CARE LIMITED - HOUSING CAPITAL WORKS - KITCHEN 
INSTALLATION 

16. With reference to (1) paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Technical Services 
(Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 26 February 2004, when, inter alia, 
following consideration of a report dated 28 January 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services an amendment of the existing Works Agreement with Maintenance and Property Care 
Limited to enable the instruction of planned/programmed works with regard to the Kitchen 
Replacement Programme had been approved; (2) paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of the 
Housing and Technical Services (Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 
26 February 2004 when, following consideration of a report dated 18 February 2004 by the Director of 
Housing and Property Services, the contract documentation for the HRA Capital Programme 
2004/2006 Kitchen Installation Contracts had been approved for issue to contractors identified within 
the report and to Kitsons Environmental Europe Limited, Glasgow, and (3) paragraph 8 of the Minute 
of the meeting of the Housing and Technical Services (Capital Programme and Repairs) 
Sub-Committee held on 12August 2004 when, -- inter alia, the Director of Administration had been 
authorised to accept, on the basis of a two year period, with an option to extend for a further year, the 
tender for the Kitchen Replacement Programme 2004/2006 - Installation Contract B submitted by 
Campbell Construction Group Limited, Glasgow and the tender for the Kitchen Replacement 
Programme 2004/2006 - Installation Contract C submitted by ROK Property Solutions plc, Glasgow, 
there was submitted a report dated 15 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services seeking approval to incorporate some other Housing Capital Programmed Works relative to 
the Kitchen Replacement Programme within the current Works Agreement with Maintenance and 
Property Care Limited (MPC) (a) advising that the relevant documentation in respect of Kitchen 
Replacement Works on a planned/programmed basis had been submitted by Maintenance and 
Property Care Limited (MPC) and a benchmarking exercise had been carried out; (b) intimating that 
(A) to progress the Housing Capital Programme, two of the proposed three contractors had been 
appointed and the offer received from MPC, for the Kitchen Replacement Programme works, had 
demonstrated best value when compared with the remaining offers received for the Kitchen 
Replacement Programme works; (B) the Works Agreement with MPC allowed for retention by the 
Council of 50% of the excess profit earned on the Agreement, with the total price of the works being 
reduced by the sum of any retained profit providing added value for money, and (C) from a quality 
perspective, the current Partnership with MPC involved a rigorous evaluation process and satisfied 
the Works Agreement, and (c) indicating that the value of the Kitchen Replacement Programme works 
proposed for instruction to the Partnership would be dependent upon the availability of funding, the 
ability of the Partnership to respond within timescales, and the successful implementation of previous 
works instructed. 
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Decided: 

(1) that incorporation of the planned/programmed Kitchen Replacement Programme works within 
the Works Agreement with Maintenance and Property Care Limited and at the rates submitted 
by Maintenance and Property Care Limited be approved, subject to the terms outlined in the 
report, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

IMPROVEMENTlREPAlRS GRANTS - ENERGY EFFICIENCY - CAIRNHILL AlRDRlE 

17. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval for the provision of grant assistance to owner/occupiers for 
insulated render in Cairnhill, Airdrie (1) outlining the background to, and the need for, grant assistance 
at houses which were constructed using single skin brickwork and had poor insulation levels; (2) 
advising that the majority of houses had been sold under the Right to Buy legislation and of these 
approximately 37 had not been re-roughcast, and (3) proposing that (a) repairs/improvement grants 
be offered to owners whose houses had not been roughcast on the basis that an insulated render to 
the same specification as used for the Council's own stock was applied; (b) a single estimate for grant 
approval purposes be accepted, as long as it was not more than the equivalent works cost, based on 
the lowest tender accepted by the Council for its houses, which was approximately f 7,600 per house, 
and (c) as the Non-HRA Housing Capital Programme 2005/2006 included allowances for energy 
conservation and for grants under the new powers available through the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 
to assist owners with insulation measures, grant assistance totalling f 56,000, supplemented, if 
necessary, by the budget for Grants for Elderly Owners, be granted. 

Decided: that grants be offered to owners of single brick skin houses at Cairnhill, Airdrie, for 
insulated render, as detailed within the report. 

HOUSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1987 - SECTION 108 NOTICES - 2246 HILL STREET, WISHAW 

18. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval to secure the upgrading of a tenement building at 22-46 Hill 
Street, Wishaw (1) informing that the property at Hill Street comprised of eight dwellinghouses, four of 
which had failed the Tolerable Standard in terms of Section 86 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987, 
together with two commercial premises on the ground floor; (2) advising that the Director of Planning 
and Environment had served notices on the co-proprietors in terms of Section 80 of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990 in June 2002, and also in terms of Section 108 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 
1987 which required the owners to undertake repairs to rectify the defects on the building within a 
period of not less than 21 days; (3) indicating that the co-proprietors had jointly appointed 
McCreadies, Quantity Surveyors to act on their behalf; (4) intimating that (a) as the Section 108 
Notice had been served, the co-proprietors were entitled to grant assistance for the necessary work in 
the form of Repairs Grants and a submission had been made in March 2004 for Private Sector 
Housing Grants specifically for the project, and (b) Communities Scotland had approved grant of 
f50,000 for the 2004/2005 and 2005/2006 financial years, and (5) proposing that (a) the Council 
should use its statutory powers in terms of Section 108 of the Act, to undertake the works and recover 
its expenses from the co-proprietors if the co-proprietors did not apply for Repairs Grant; (b) if the 
work had not commenced, the Council would appoint McCreadies as its agent and, through them, 
instruct the works, and (c) the Council would thereafter recover its expenses, less any grant awarded, 
from the co-proprietors, in terms of an equitable proportional share of common works for each house 
or shop within the building. 
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Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to secure the 
upgrading of the tenement at 22-46 Hill Street, Wishaw on the basis as detailed within 
his report. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT GRANT - ROCHSOLES, AlRDRlE AND SIKESIDE, COATBRIDGE 

19. 

LAND 

20. 

There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services regarding the provision of an Environmental Improvement Grant for the Estate 
Regeneration projects at Rochsoles, Airdrie, and Sikeside, Coatbridge (1) informing that within the 
HRA Capital Programme 2004/2005 there were a number of projects where environmental 
improvement was a key component of the upgrading strategy; (2) indicating that (a) owner/occupiers 
were interspersed within the Council Stock and were obliged to share the cost of the upkeep of the 
ground, and (b) as the proposal was to improve the curtilage, the Council would not be able to enforce 
recovery of the share of costs from owner/occupiers; (3) intimating that the Council had power to 
provide Environmental Improvement Grants in such circumstances and had delegated to the Director 
of Housing and Property Services authority to provide grants to a limit of f2,500 per house; (4) 
advising that the cost of the works at the blocks of flats at Rochsoles, Airdrie and Sikeside, 
Coatbridge, was in excess of f2,500 per house, and (5) proposing that Environmental Improvement 
Grant of f4,000 per house at Rochsoles, Airdrie, and €7,900 per house at Sikeside, Coatbridge be 
approved, with the total expenditure of f35,700 being funded from the Non-HRA Housing Capital 
Budget 2005/2006. 

Decided: that an Environmental Improvement Grant of f4,000 per house at Rochsoles, Airdrie, 
and €7,900 per house at Sikeside, Coatbridge, at a total cost of €35,700 be approved, 
to allow the Environmental Works to proceed. 

SURPLUS TO OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services setting out details of land sites at East Stewart Place, Coatbridge, North Bute 
Street, Coatbridge, Castlehill Road, Gowkthrapple, Wishaw and land adjacent to 5 Glenboig Road, 
Glenboig, as detailed within the Appendices to the report, which were surplus to the operational 
requirements of the Housing and Property Services Department. 

Decided: 

(1) that the sites identified within the report be declared surplus to the requirements of the 
Housing and Property Services Department, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 

SCP35 OVERTIME MONITORING REPORT 

21. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 November 
2004 when it was agreed, inter alia, that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised 
to instruct overtime for staff over SCP35 in order to meet the exigencies of the service, subject to 
adequate budgetary resources, and details being reported to future meetings of this Committee, there 
was submitted a report (docketed) dated 29 November 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services providing details of overtime worked by Officers paid above SCP35 during the period from 
1 September to 31 October 2004. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the overtime arrangements for the period from 1 April to 31 October 2004, in terms of the 
report, be noted; 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee for 
consideration, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

REMIT FROM SOCIAL WORK COMMITTEE OF 13 JANUARY 2005 - IMPLEMENTATION OF 
MENTAL HEALTH (CARE AND TREATMENT) (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003 

22. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 
13 January 2005, when, -- inter alia, that Committee, having considered a report dated 24 November 
2004 by the Director of Social Work approved proposals in respect of the funding allocated by the 
Scottish Executive in relation to the implementation of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) 
(Scotland) Act 2003, and remitted the report to this Committee for information, there was submitted 
the said report by the Director of Social Work thereon. 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

REMIT FROM THE POLICY AND RESOURCES (FINANCE) SUB-COMMITTEE HELD ON 
9 NOVEMBER 2004 - THE COUNCIL TAX DISCOUNT FOR UNOCCUPIED DWELLINGS 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2004 

23. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources (Finance) 
Sub-Committee held on 9 November 2004 when that Sub-Committee having considered a report 
dated 27 October 2004 by the Director of Finance noted that a further report would be submitted to a 
future meeting of the Sub-Committee regarding the policy development required, following the 
publication of the final regulations, and remitted the report to this Committee for information, there was 
submitted the said report by the Director of Finance thereon. 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

CONFERENCES 

24. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 January 2005 by the Director of Administration 
advising that five invitations had been received in respect of attendance at conferences and proposing 
that consideration be given to these invitations. 

Decided: that no attendance be authorised 

PETITIONS 

(1) PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF AN AREA WITHIN MOTHERWELL REGARDING ANTI- 
SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR BY A COUNCIL TENANT 

25. There was submitted a report dated 9 December 2004 by the Director of Administration advising of 
receipt of a Petition on behalf of residents of an area within Motherwell regarding anti-social behaviour 
by a Council tenant. 

257 



HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 20 January 2005 

Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services submit a report on the Petition to a 
future meeting of the Committee. 

(2) PETITION FROM RESIDENTS REQUESTING LANE CLOSURE CONNECTING KENNEDY 
STREET AND MEADOWBURN ROAD, WISHAW 

26. There was submitted a report dated 8 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services regarding a petition submitted by residents requesting lane closure connecting Kennedy 
Street and Meadowburn Road, Wishaw (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the 
petitioners; (2) proposing that (a) after investigation by the Area Housing Officer, the lane be closed 
off; (b) the section of the lane leading from Meadowburn Road be integrated into adjacent gardens, 
and (c) the top section of the lane be linked with existing open space within the vicinity and the site be 
considered for marketing for development of a single unit, with the area being fenced off with access 
available for maintenance, and (3) advising that the costs involved with fencing and re-arrangement of 
the existing ground would be approximately €1,500, and would be met from the First Stop Shop 
budget. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the action taken by the Area Housing Officer be noted; 

that the report be remitted to the Planning and Environment Committee to instigate lane 
closure procedures; 

(3) that the Area Housing Officer be authorised to liaise with tenants to integrate part of the lane 
within their gardens; 

(4) that the Director of Housing and Property Services consider the site for potential 
development, and 

(5) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

(3) PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OBJECTING TO THE PROPOSED CLOSURE OF SANDY PARK 
ACCESS LANE BETWEEN HOUSES NUMBERS 12 AND 13 WARNOCK CRESCENT, 
BELLSHILL 

26. With reference to (1) paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 
2 September 2004 when, inter alia, the proposed closure of the lane between 12 and 13 Warnock 
Crescent, Bellshill had been approved, and the report was remitted to the Planning and Environment 
Committee for consideration; (2) paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 
4 November 2004 when the Director of Housing and Property Services had been authorised to submit 
a report on a petition received objecting to the proposed closure of Sandy Park Access Lane between 
houses numbers 12 and 13 Warnock Crescent, Bellshill, to a future meeting of the Committee, and (3) 
paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment Committee held on 
15 September 2004 when that Committee agreed to instruct procedures for the closure of the lane 
between 12 and 13 Warnock Crescent, Bellshill, there was submitted a report dated 3 December 
2004 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (a) outlining the background to the concerns 
raised by the petitioners objecting to the proposed closure of the Sandy Park Access Lane between 
12 and 13 Warnock Crescent, Bellshill, and (b) advising of the procedure for making objections to 
such a proposal. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the objections to the proposed closure of Sandy Park Access Lane between houses 
numbers 12 and 13 Warnock Crescent, Bellshill be noted, and 

(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF MOSSEND, BELLSHILL REGARDING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
WITHIN THE AREA 

27. With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 November 
2004 when it had been agreed that the Director of Housing and Property Services submit a report on 
a Petition from residents of Mossend, Bellshill regarding anti-social behaviour within the area, there 
was submitted a report dated 2 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (1) 
outlining the background to the concerns raised by the Petitioners; (2) advising that a public meeting 
had been arranged inviting residents and officers of the Anti-Social Task Force and Community 
Services Department, Strathclyde Police, and voluntary agencies; (3) indicating that each 
DepartmenVAgency provided a presentation to the residents regarding on-going work in the area to 
tackle the issues and facilities available, and (4) intimating that residents were also encouraged to 
consider the development of a Tenants’ and Residents’ Group within the area. 

Decided: 

(1) that the actions of the Officers of the Anti-Social Task Force and Community Services 
Department, Strathclyde Police and the voluntary agencies be noted, and 

(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly 

PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF SHELTERED HOUSING COMPLEX AT UNITAS COURT, 
BELLSHILL OBJECTING TO CLOSURE OF KITCHEN FACILITIES AT UNITAS COURT 

28. There was submitted a report dated 24 November 2004 by the Director of Administration advising of 
receipt of a Petition on behalf of residents of the Sheltered Housing Complex at Unitas Court, Bellshill 
objecting to the closure of the kitchen facilities at Unitas Court. 

Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services submit a report on the Petition to a 
future meeting of the Committee. 

PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF THE FORGEWOOD AREA WITHIN MOTHERWELL REGARDING 
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

29. There was submitted a report dated 10 January 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services regarding a Petition submitted by residents of the Forgewood area within Motherwell 
regarding anti-social behaviour (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the Petitioners; 
(2) advising that after investigation by the Area Housing Officer, Officers of the Anti-Social Task Force 
and Strathclyde Police, a Breach of Tenancy Letter was issued to the tenant concerned, and (3) 
indicating that further monitoring by Council Officers and Strathclyde Police would continue in the 
area. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the action taken by the Area Housing Officer be noted, and 

that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 
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TIED HOUSES 

30. With reference to paragraph 28 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 
Committee held on 1 December 1999 when that Committee, having considered a report dated 
5 November 1999 by the Director of Housing and Property Services approved proposals for the 
review of the Corporate Property Repair and Maintenance Function, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 10 January 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (1) advising that 
there were 51 tied houses within the control of the Department and that a Departmental Working 
Group had been established to review the houses; (2) intimating (a) the issues considered by the 
Working Group, and (b) that the Group had reviewed all the information available and each property 
had been assessed on an individual basis, with Appendix 1 to the report highlighting the detailed 
proposals for each property; (3) proposing that (a) as the rental income was currently lower per 
property in comparison to mainstream Council Housing, rent levels be raised in line with other rented 
housing in North Lanarkshire, with the additional rental income being approximately f90,000 per 
annum, as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report; (b) the rent be calculated in line with the formula 
highlighted within Appendix 3 to the report, with consultation with Janitors being required to allow 
appropriate notice for rent increases, and (c) the increased rent be phased in over a five year period, 
with no plans to apply a retrospective charge, and (4) informing that (a) as the proposals would impact 
on employees within the Community Services Department, at the earliest opportunity, the proposals 
should be fully outlined to and discussed with, the relevant employees and trade unions, using the 
established consultative procedures, and (b) any resulting changes to terms and conditions of 
employment to reflect the new tenancy arrangements should be implemented in accordance with 
established procedures. 

Decided: 

(1) that the recommendations contained within Appendix 1 to the report be approved; 

(2) that the incremental rent increases for a five year period commencing from April 2005, as 
highlighted within Appendix 2 to the report, be implemented; 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Community Services and Education Committees and to the 
Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for information and consideration, and 

(4) that the proposals for vacant non-Scottish Secure Tenancies as detailed in the report be 
considered following consultation with the Directors of Administration and Education. 

REMIT FROM THE POLICY AND RESOURCES (PROPERTY) SUB-COMMITTEE HELD ON 
20 JANUARY 2005 - GROUND AT CHRYSTON ROAD, CHRYSTON - PROPOSED SALE TO 
CLYDE VALLEY HOUSING ASSOCIATION LIMITED 

31. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources (Property) 
Sub-Committee held on 20 January 2005 when, -- inter alia, that Sub-Committee, having considered a 
report dated 6 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property Services agreed that land at 
Chryston Road be sold to Clyde Valley Housing Association Limited, based on the terms set out 
within the report and remitted the report to this Committee for consideration of funding of f177,OOO to 
Clyde Valley Housing Association to allow the project to proceed, there was submitted the said report, 
dated 6 December 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property Services thereon. 

Decided: that €177,000 be granted to Clyde Valley Housing Association for the development of 
new build social housing, subject to Scottish Executive approval. 
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It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 2 of  Part 1 of  Schedule 7A of  the Act. 

PETITION FROM RESIDENTS FROM THE NORTH MOTHERWELL AREA REGARDING ANTI- 
SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

32. There was submitted a report dated 3December 2004 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services regarding a Petition submitted by residents from the North Motherwell area regarding 
Anti-Social Behaviour (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the Petitioners; (2) 
advising that the Area Housing Officer, an Officer from Clyde Valley Homes and the Community 
Police would interview relevant youths and their parents, and (3) indicating that the Council had 
erected a "No Ball Games" sign within the area, and the situation would be closely monitored. 

Decided: 

(1) that the action taken by the Area Housing Officer be noted, and 

(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 
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