
SPECIAL HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 25 April 2005 

Motherwell, 25 April 2005 at I 0  am. 

A Special Meeting of the HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Jones and Lunny, Vice-Conveners; Councillors Burrows, 
M. Clark, A. Clarke, Curran, Fagan, Hogg, McKenna, J. Martin, W. Martin and Robertson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Manager, Director of Housing and Property Services, Head of Housing Services, 
Development Manager and Accountancy Support Manager, Department of Housing and Property Services and 
Senior Accountant. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Burns, McCabe, McKeown, Maginnis, Morgan, Morris and G. Murray. 

SCOTTISH HOUSING QUALITY STANDARD - DELIVERY PLAN 

With reference to (1) paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 
2 September 2004 when the Council’s response to the draft guidance for the Scottish Housing Quality 
Standard (SHQS) submitted in June 2000 had been noted, and the Director of Housing and Property 
Services had been authorised to negotiate a tender with King Sturge (Consultant Surveyor) to update 
the Stock Condition Survey Data undertaken in 2000 to reflect the requirements of the new SHQS, 
and (2) paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 20 January 2005 when 
the revised HRA Capital Programme 2005/2006 had been approved, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 5 April 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property Services seeking approval for 
the Delivery Plan for the Scottish Housing Quality Standard (SHQS) and the proposed 30year 
financial model for investment in the Council’s Housing stock, which required to be submitted to 
Communities Scotland by 29 April 2005; (a) advising that the SHQS was the minimum standard that 
all social rented housing stock should be expected to meet by 2015 and be maintained at that level 
thereafter, with a copy of the SHQS attached as Appendix A to the report; (b) intimating that additional 
investment was required in order to undertake priority work not included within the SHQS and also to 
complete the existing programmes with regard to Tower Block overcladding, environmental 
improvements and upgrading non-traditional properties; (c) proposing that, in order to meet the 
SHQS, the current Capital Programme be re-profiled, with the most significant alteration being the 
need to increase investment in the full kitchen and bathroom replacement programmes all as detailed 
in Appendix B to the report; (d) detailing within Appendix C to the report, the Delivery Plan to meet the 
SHQS, with Appendix 4 of the Delivery Plan providing details of the number of houses currently 
estimated to fail the SHQS taking account of the planned investmen, and (e) indicating that (A) based 
on the information available, approximately 61% of the North Lanarkshire stock would fail the SHQS 
on one or more criteria, which was below the Scottish average of 70% reported by the Scottish 
Executive in 2004; (B) the 30 year financial model had been updated and was attached as Appendix 
D to the report to reflect the total investment required, and (C) based on the predictions, the Council 
would be able to demonstrate that it could meet the investment requirements for the Council’s 
Housing Stock. 
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Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

that the outline HRA Capital Programme, attached as Appendix B to the report, be approved, 
subject to ongoing monitoring and review; 

that the Delivery Plan as detailed in the report, be approved, subject to final editing and minor 
adjustment to text, and 

that the 30 year financial model attached as Appendix D to the report, be approved subject to 
ongoing monitoring and review. 

HOMELESSNESS AND THE ALLOCATION OF HOUSING 

2. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 March 
2004, when (1) the Homelessness responsibilities for the Council and the consequent extra demand 
on the housing allocation system had been noted, and (2) it had been agreed that priority be given to 
the allocation of housing to homeless cases until the 90 day target was achieved and that a minimum 
of 25% of lets be made to homeless people across North Lanarkshire, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 15 April 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property Services regarding the 
Council’s response in meeting the needs of homeless people within North Lanarkshire in terms of its 
statutory responsibilities (a) advising that (A) the Council had a duty to offer permanent housing to 
applicants assessed as homeless and in priority need, with the time between reaching the decision 
and their subsequent re-housing being no more than 90 days, and (B) Appendix 2 to the report, 
provided an analysis of the homeless figures for North Lanarkshire which illustrated the number, 
percentage of lets that the Area Offices were achieving and the percentage required in order to meet 
the increased demand, and also provided details of the reasons given by applicants for their 
becoming homeless; (b) indicating that the Council must provide access to permanent and temporary 
accommodation for homeless people and ensure that they were treated fairly and equitably in terms of 
both standards of accommodation and consideration of personal needs, and (c) intimating within 
Appendix 2 to the report, that there was a growing reliance on the use of bed and breakfast 
accommodation and the Council required to adopt an overall approach which reduced the reliance on 
this type of accommodation. 

Decided: that the impact of the expansion of Homelessness responsibilities on the operation of 
the Allocation Policy, and the increased volume of homeless priority cases requiring a 
significant increase in the number of properties made available to applicants in order 
that the Council could meet its statutory duties, be noted. 
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