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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the Scottish Executive’s new 
Housing Policy objectives, and the implications this will have on the Housing & Property 
Services Department. 

Background 

The Scottish Executive has published a review of their progress and a statement of their 
future objectives that relate to housing, entitled ‘Homes for Scotland’s People’. The main 
objectives are meeting housing need, improving the condition of housing in all tenures, and 
building strong, safe and attractive communities. 

A copy of the publication has been placed in the member’s library, and can also be accessed 
on-line at www.scotland.gov.uk/ /library5/development/hfsphp-00,asp. 

Considerations 

The main proposals are summarised: 

Publication of the new Housing Bill, which will have far reaching implications for the private 
sector including: new housing area renewal powers, the introduction of maintenance orders, 
the introduction of a Single Survey for valuation of housing for sale, and a modernised 
repairing standard for private landlords. 

New PAN (Planning Advice Note) on Affordable Housing recommends a benchmark figure 
of up to 25% of units in private sector developments to be for affordable housing. 

Public Sector Land Release, Land Bank Funding, and investment in the water and sewerage 
infrastructure to increase available sites for the provision affordable housing. 

Increasing the number of Low Cost Home Ownership developments through investment and 
through use of new shared equity loans. 

Potential change to how rents are set. 

Potential guidance on allocations policies, including Choice-Based Lettings. 

Publication of a statement by the end of 2005 on how it is proposed to ensure that all 
homeless people have access to permanent accommodation by 2012. 
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Report to Parliament in 2006 on the impact of the Modernised Right to Buy. 

3.2 A briefing paper on the proposals is attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

3.3 Many of the considerations of the report were addressed in the council’s reply to the Scottish 
Executive’s consultation ‘Maintaining Houses, Maintaining Homes’. This reply noted that 
there would be a requirement for a greater level of resources in order that the additional 
duties and powers for the local authority can be carried out, and was reported to committee 
on 22 October 2004. The implications of the Housing (Scotland) Bill are outlined in a 
separate report to this committee. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 It is recommended that the Committee 

a) Note the terms of the report 

5. Background Information 

5.1 Available within the Housing and Property Services Department 

% T. Mc e zie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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Appendix 1 

Homes for Scotland’s People - A Scottish Housing Policy Statement 

Introduction 

1. This briefing is a summary of the key objectives which arise from the Scottish Executive policy 
statement ‘Homes for Scotland’s People - A Scottish Housing Policy Statement’, which was 
published on 8 March 2005. 

2. The policy statement sets out the Scottish Executive’s housing objectives and the means of 
delivering them, and also reviews the progress made by the Executive in recent years. 

Section 1 - Achieving our Vision for Scotland’s Homes 

3. Our Vision 

0 

0 

Enough housing of the right type and in the right place 
Quality homes for those who rent 
Opportunity for those who want to own their own homes 
Help for those who need it and assistance to avoid homelessness 
Strong safe and attractive communities 

4. Changing Patterns in Scotland - Key Trends 

0 

0 
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Despite a fall in the population, the number of households is increasing 
The rate of house-building exceeds household growth but there are significant shortages in 
some areas 
Scotland does not function as a single housing market, there are distinct regional and local 
market areas 
More people own their own home than ever before 
House conditions have improved but more can be achieved 
More homeless people have a right to accommodation 
The Scottish Executive is investing heavily in housing - in excess of 23.5 Billion over the 
next 3 years 

Section 2 - People - Empowering and Assisting People 

5. Our Plans 

0 
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We will introduce an innovative ‘Homestake’ scheme based on shared equity to enable first- 
time buyers to get a foot on the property ladder 
We will report to Parliament in 2006 on the effect of the Modernised Right to Buy in light of 
experience 
We will ensure that local authorities are free to offer all unintentionally homeless people the 
right to permanent accommodation by 2012, we will work with local authorities and other 
stakeholders to deliver this challenging target as part of our wider strategy for the supply of 
housing. 
We will spend 21.2 Billion on our Supporting People programme over the next three years to 
help vulnerable people live independently in their own community 
We will eradicate Fuel Poverty, as far as reasonably practicable, by 201 6 

0 

0 
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We will extend the Central Heating Programme to low-income pensioners 
We will examine the merits of Choice-Based Lettings while simplifying and maximising 
access to social rented housing through common housing registers 

Section 3 - Quantity: Meeting Scotland’s Housing Needs 

6. Our Plans 

We will invest up to L1.2 Billion to achieve a new three-year target for the provision of 
21,500 affordable homes by 2008 
We will provide over 16,500 social rented homes to improve access and choice for homeless 
people and people on housing waiting lists 
We will expand the low cost home ownership programme by 80% to provide nearly 5,000 
homes to help first-time buyers and others aspiring to a home of their own 
We will progress our reform of the planning system with new legislation and guidance to help 
deliver the houses we need, when and where we need them. 
We will invest in strategic water and sewerage infrastructure to remove the constraints 
affecting all estimated new housing developments 
We will set a benchmark in new planning advice for 25% of all new housing developments to 
be affordable homes, increasing certainty and reducing delays in housing development 
We will fund innovative land banlung schemes and work with other public bodies to 
streamline the transfer of surplus public land for affordable housing 
We will continue to improve the evidence base, particularly local housing assessments, as a 
foundation for future housing planning and investment 
We will publish a statement by the end of this year on how we will ensure that all homeless 
people will have access to permanent accommodation by 2012 

Section 4 - Quality: Improving the Condition of Scottish Housing 

7. Our Plans 

By 2015, everyone living in the social rented sector should be in a home which meets the 
quality standard 
We will continue to promote Community Ownership and encourage the transfer of the 80,000 
homes currently on the community ownership programme, subject to the balloting of tenants, 
as a means of releasing massive levels of investment to improve the quality of housing 
We will take forward the Housing Bill as the basis for tackling disrepair in private sector 
housing by, for instance, modernising local authority powers to deal with disrepair, amending 
the support available to house owners to undertake work on their properites and establishing 
a private rented housing panel 
We will consider whether change is needed to the approach to setting rents in Scotland in the 
context of developments at both national and local level 
We will work with local authorities and RSLs to develop existing and new techniques for 
improving the efficiency of the procurement of good quality, affordable housing 

Section 5 - Communities - Building Strong, Safe and Attractive Communities 

8. Our Plans 

We will invest around 2470 Million in the regeneration of deprived communities over the 
next three years to tackle the poverty and exclusion which still burden far too many 
neighbourhoods in Scotland 
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We will continue to ensure that housing investment is linked into our regeneration priorities 
through the targeted management of our Affordable Housing Investment Programme 
We will introduce housing renewal areas as a means of encouraging a more comprehensive 
approach to tackling housing renewal in areas of poor or declining standards 
We shall examine evidence on the relationship between allocations, tenancy sustainment and 
area regeneration and consider whether guidance on allocations policy and practice is 
required 
We intend to publish a policy statement on regeneration by Summer 2005 to generate a wide- 
ranging debate on the way ahead 
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