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INTRODUCTION 

This report is to advise members of an arson attack and vandalism to the Gypsy 
Traveller Site at Airdrie, which had led to a need to consider demolition. 

BACKGROUND 

I refer to my earlier report of 2dh  May 2003, which dealt with the Provision of Sites for 
Gypsy Travellers a copy of which is annexed as appendix I to this report. 

The Gypsy Travellers site at Forrest Street opened in 1996, and following approval of 
my recommendation in 2003 is the only Council owned site in North Lanarkshire. 

SITE CONDITIONS 

The site has been vacant since 2002. There are no applications from Gypsy 
Travellers to take up occupancy. 

The site has been subject to a great deal of vandalism, including a recent fire, which 
has severely damaged 4 of the utility units. A further unit has also been severely 
damaged by malicious vandalism, and all five are now in such a condition that due to 
instability of the remaining walls, the Design Services Engineer has recommended 
demolition. 

Fencing to the rear of the site, which had previously been replaced, has since been 
removed. The cost of re-instatement is estimated to be in the region of f25,000. 

The electrical control box serving the foul drainage overflow system has also been 
severely damaged and is no longer serviceable. 

For safety reasons and to protect against further attacks the remaining units have 
been secured using steel shuttering, whilst consideration is given to the future of the 
site. 
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The cost of demolition of the structures remaining on the site is estimated to be in the 
region of f40,QOO. 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

The Scottish Executive has been approached in order to ascertain their position 
regarding payback of funding of the grant from the Executive used to construct the 
site. No formal response has been received to date. 

FUTURE PROVISIO 

The Council will continue to have an obligation to Gypsy Travellers should any apply 
to the Council for accommodation assistance. Indeed in terms of the Homeless 
Person’s Legislation priority would have to be considered if a Gypsy Traveller had no 
place to safely pitch their caravan. 

It is common at a number of locations within our area to experience unauthorised 
encampments. Responding to such occurrences is difficult and constrained by legal 
considerations. Notwithstanding this, it is considered a strength to have an alternative 
site to offer to residents of an unauthorised site. Retaining Forrest Street as an 
operational site provides the Council with such an option. 

It is therefore proposed to demolish the existing buildings as required on Health and 
Safety Grounds, but retain the hard standing and pitch layout. This would give some 
option of offering future applicants a place to locate. 

In order to service any such provision research should be carried out on the option to 
install portable service units to the site as and when they are required. 

Repairs and improvements to the perimeter fencing and gates should be carried out in 
an attempt to secure the site and safeguard it for future use. 

C 0 N S I DE RAT1 0 N S 

While the Gypsy Travellers site at Forrest Street in Airdrie is vacant, and there is no 
current demand, it would be wise to retain the site to meet any future responsibilities. 

The costs of repairing and maintaining the current buildings are prohibitive. 

There is currently no separate budget provision to maintain the site. Committee 
previously agreed that any surplus from the sale of the other two former sites would 
be allocated to repair and improve Forrest Street. The outcome of those sales are stilt 
awaited. 

The costs of demolition, repairing the drainage system and to restore fencing and to 
upgrade the gateway will have to be met from general property services budgets. 
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It is recommended that Committee give approval to the demolition of the existing 
buildings at the Gypsy Travellers site at Forrest Street in Airdrie. 

That the hard standing and pitch layout be preserved for future use. 

That repairs to the drainage system and perimeter fence and gate be carried out. 

BACKGROUND P 

Papers available from within the Housing and Property Services Department. 

Director of Housing and Property Services 
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Introduction 

This report follows on from a report considered by committee in August 2002. At that 
time Committee asked that a survey of interested parties be undertaken to research 
support to close two sites and concentrate service on the third site at Forrest Street, 
Ai rd rie. 

The response to the survey is detailed below and recommendation on future site 
provision proposed. 

Background 

The Council currently has nominal capacity for 52 pitches over 3 sites. However for 
some time there has only been 4 tenants resident on the Annathill site. There have 
been no formal requests to move onto the sites, and no application outstanding on 
the waiting list. 

The Condition of the sites and amenity units vary. On Mossend due to the level of 
vandalism experienced, the units and site would require extensive refurbishment 
before they could be relet. There is also concerns over ground conditions that could 
make drainage repairs economically prohibitive. 

The Annathill site is the only one occupied at present. It is the oldest site and if it is 
to continue in use will require extensive modernisation due to the deteriorating 
condition of the Amenity Units. In addition there has been friction with the 
neighbouring settled community with many asking that the site be closed. 

Forrest Street site has been unoccupied for over a year, but remains in the best 
condition. It is considered by the majority of the Multi Agency Working Group 
sponsored by the Council to be the most suitable to retain. 

Survey 

Appendix 1 is a copy of the survey form that was distributed. Over 200 were sent out 
thirty eight responses were received. No response was received directly from any 
Gypsy Traveller, although responses were received from the SGTA and the Gypsy 
Travellers Community Development Project. 



3.2 Twenty Five responses supported the idea of closing the AnnathiPl Site. Sixleer; of 
these were from neighbours of the Annathill Site. 

3.3 Seven responses opposed the closure of the Annathill Site. Five of these were from 
the SGTA and the Gypsy Traveller Community Development Project. 

3. Nine responses were made by MSP's and North Lanarkshire Councillors, all were in 
support of closing Annathill and Mossend. 

3.5 Neighbouring authorities made four responses. One had no specific view, another 
believes closure would have no effect within their area. Two thought it may increase 
demand within their area. Both are known to have vacancies, indeed one suggested 
that this may be beneficial in alleviating their failing demand. 

4. SGTA and GTCDP \ 

4.1 Both these groups represent Gypsy Traveller Interests in Scotland. They have 
remained opposed to closure of any site and ask that all sites remain open to provide 
a choice to Gypsy Travellers. The SGTA have indicated that they may reluctantly 
consider a reduction in overall pitches but ask that the range of sites remain as at 
present . 

5. Communities Scotland 

5.1 Communities Scotland were invited to respond but declined to make specific 
comment other than that it would expect the Council to consider the best interest of 
all Gypsy Travellers and to consult with their views. 

6. Future Provision 

6.1 It is therefore the recommendation of the Multi Agency Working Group that both the 
Annathill and Mossend Sites be closed. Services should be concentrated on the 
Forrest Street site and the four current residents of Annathill offered a transfer to that 
site. 

6.2 The proposal to close the two sites would enable them to be disposed of. The 
Annathill site offers some potential for sale. Due to the ground conditions at 
Mossend it is thought that there is little potential for sale. The extent of the vandalism 
at Mossend is such that it is recommended that what remains of the amenity units be 
demolished, and the site cleared and made safe. Any proceeds from sale should be 
used to cover the costs of site clearance, and to transfer residents to Forrest Street. 

7. TRANSFER TO FORREST STREET 

7.1 The Legal Services section have advised that the four residents of Annathill would be 
eligible for disturbance payments to recover reasonable expenses incurred after 
displacement. 

7.2 They have further advised that Home Loss Payments and discretional Home Loss 
Payments would only be appropriate if the Council did not offer an alternative pitch. 
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END s 

8.’? Committee is asked to approve the following recommendations:- 

I. 

ii. 

iv. 
v. 

That North Lanarkshire manage only one site at Forrest Street, Airdrie 
That the Annathill site be closed and offered for sale. 
That the Mossend site be closed and offered for sale 
Any pro,ceeds from sale should be used to offset demolition and related costs. 
That the four residents of Annathill be offered transfer to the Forrest Street 
site. Disturbance payments should be made in compliance with the statutory 
scheme. 

... 
Ill. 

9. BAC MG ROU N D PAPERS 

9.1 Background papers are available within the Housing and Property Services 
Department. 

T McKenzie 
Director of Housing & Property Services 
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