
SPECIAL HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 21 June 2005 

Motherwell, 21 June 2005 at I 0  am. 

A Special Meeting of the HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Fagan, Hogg, Irvine, Lafferty, Maginnis, J. Martin, Smith and 
Valentine. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Manager, Head of Housing Services, Head of Design Services and Senior Accountant. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Burns, Burrows, Cassidy, Curran, Jones, Lunny, McKeown and Morgan. 

MOBILE COMMUNITY WARDENS 

There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 June 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services seeking approval to establish a pool of Community Wardens (1) outlining the background to 
the Scottish Executive's Building Safe, Strong and Attractive Communities Fund, the aim of which was 
to develop and provide services including Anti-Social Task Force and Community Wardens; (2) 
advising that the Community Warden Scheme had been introduced in Bellshill, Airdrie and Coatbridge 
during August to December 2004 when three Senior and 22 Community Wardens had been 
appointed; (3) intimating that further funding had now been secured to implement a number of 
initiatives throughout the Council, and (4) proposing that (a) one Senior Mobile Community Warden, 
grade AP3, and eight Mobile Community Wardens, grade GS3, be established, and (b) the Mobile 
Wardens be utilised to (A) target hot spots identified by the Anti-Social Task Force, Strathclyde Police 
and Estate Services staff; (B) link with Community and Environmental Wardens in progressing the 
Community Action Plan; (C) progress community development through local initiatives in outlying 
areas, and (D) work in conjunction with Local Area Partnerships. 

Decided: 

(1) that the establishment of one Senior Mobile Community Warden and eight Mobile Community 
Wardens be approved, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 

REVIEW OF RENT ARREARS, HOMELESSNESS AND EVICTIONS POLICY - DIRECT DEBIT 
PRIZE DRAW 

2. With reference to paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 May 2005 
when it had been noted that the Director of Housing and Property Services would continue to promote 
Direct Debit as a method of payment and that the proposal for the introduction of a prize draw would 
be subject to a further report to a future meeting of the Committee, there was submitted a report dated 
8 June 2005 seeking approval to the introduction of a prize draw for tenants. 
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Decided: that consideration of the item regarding Review of Rent Arrears, Homelessness and 
Evictions Policy - Direct Debit Prize Draw be continued to a future meeting of the 
Committee for further information. 

TIED HOUSES 

3. With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 20 January 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 June 2005 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services in respect of the implementation of the recommendations previously agreed relating 
to tied houses formerly under the control of the Departments of Education and Community Services 
(1) advising that detailed plans showing access routes had been produced to inform individual 
meetings with relevant residents and further site visits had taken place to clarify any access and/or 
fencing issues; (2) intimating that it was now necessary to review some of the previously agreed 
recommendations in light of the information obtained; (3) indicating that with regard to former school 
properties, there was now an additional category as detailed in the report, which was relevant to a few 
of the properties; (4) detailing, within the report, all of the main categories which now apply, with a 
schedule showing the revised recommendations attached as Appendix 1 to the report, and (5) 
informing that (a) the Directors of Community Services and Housing and Property Services would 
continue to meet with trade unions to outline the proposed timetable for meeting individual residents 
and also the incremental rent increase; (b) the properties formerly under the control of the Department 
of Community Services now required further consideration and clarification regarding access routes 
and boundaries, and (c) a review of curtilage of properties occupied by non or former employees was 
currently ongoing, with a further report being submitted to a future meeting of the Committee which 
would include details of the outcome of the review. 

Councillor Maginnis, seconded by Councillor Smith, moved 

(1) that the revised recommendations contained with Appendix 1 to the report be approved; 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Community Services and Education Committees and Policy 
and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for information, and 

(3) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, regarding 
implementation progress and advising on the recommendations for the properties formerly 
under the control of the Department of Community Services. 

Councillor Valentine, seconded by Councillor Irvine, moved as an amendment that the report be not 
approved. 

On a vote being taken, 2 Members voted for the amendment and 7 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared to be carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that the revised recommendations contained within Appendix 1 to the report be approved; 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Community Services and Education Committees and Policy 
and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for information, and 

(3) that a further report would be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, regarding 
implementation progress and advising on the recommendations for the properties formerly 
under the control of the Department of Community Services. 

814 



SPECIAL HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 27 June 2005 

GYPSY TRAVELLER SITE, FORREST STREET, AlRDRlE 

4. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 June 2003 
when, inter alia, approval had been given for the Council to manage a Gypsy Traveller Site at Forrest 
Street, Airdrie, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 June 2005 by the Director of Housing 
and Property Services seeking approval to demolish existing buildings at the Gypsy Traveller Site at 
Forrest Street, Airdrie (1) intimating (a) the site had been subject to considerable vandalism and had 
been vacant since 2002, and (b) that there were no applications from gypsy travellers to take up 
occupancy on the site and due to recent vandalism and fire, five utility units required demolition; (2) 
advising that (a) for safety reasons and to protect against further attacks, the remaining units had 
been secured while consideration was given to the future of the site, and (b) the cost of demolition 
was approximately f40,000, and (3) proposing that (a) the existing buildings be demolished for health 
and safety reasons, and the hard standing and pitch layout be retained to offer future applicants a 
place to locate; (b) in order to service the provision, a search be carried out on the option to install 
portable service units to the site as and when they would be required, and (c) repairs and 
improvements to the perimeter fencing and gates be carried out to attempt to secure the site and 
safeguard it for future use, with the cost of demolition, repairs and securing the site being met from 
General Property Service Budget. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the demolition of the existing buildings at the Gypsy Traveller Site at Forrest Street, 
Airdrie, be approved; 

that the hard standing and pitch layout be preserved for future use, and 

(3) that repairs to the drainage system and perimeter fence and gate be carried out 

ERECTION OF A TRADITIONAL EXTENSION AT 47 KNOWE CRESCENT, NEWARTHILL, 
MOTHERWELL 

5. With reference to paragraph 32 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 November 
2004 when approval had been given to build a traditional extension to a four apartment 
semi-detached Council owned property within the Newarthill area, subject to planning and building 
control permission, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 June 2005 by the Director of 
Housing and Property Services seeking approval to accept the offer from JBC Scotland Limited for the 
erection of an extension at 47 Knowe Crescent, Newarthill, Motherwell (1) providing details of tenders 
received for the erection of a traditional extension at 47 Knowe Crescent, Newarthill, Motherwell, and 
(2) advising that following consultation with the Convener, the Director of Administration was 
progressing acceptance of the lowest tender for the project, in terms of delegated powers, being that 
submitted by JBC Scotland Limited, Kinross in the sum of f77,477.59. 

Decided: 

(I) that the action taken and being progressed by the Director of Administration following 
consultation with the Convener, in accepting the tender as detailed in the report, be noted, 
and 

(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

EXTERNAL REFURBISHMENT OF WEIR NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSES AT BARGEDDIE 
COMPLETION WORKS (10 HOUSES) 

6. With reference to paragraph 5d of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Technical Services 
(Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 7 October 2004 when it was noted that (1) 
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the lowest tender for the contract for the external refurbishment of Weir Non-Traditional Houses at 
Bargeddie was that of A.C. Whyte and Company Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of f613,298, and (2) 
the Director of Administration was progressing the matter in terms of his delegated powers, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 May 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 
(a) advising that, to complete refurbishment of all Weir Non-Traditional houses at Bargeddie a further 
10 houses required to be refurbished; (b) intimating that the existing contractor, A.C. Whyte and 
Company Limited, Glasgow, was willing to carry out the works at the same rates and conditions as the 
existing contract, and (c) proposing that the Director of Housing and Property Services negotiate an 
extension to the contract with A.C. Whyte and Company Limited, Glasgow, to carry out the additional 
works at the same rates and conditions as the existing contract at an estimated cost of f220,OOO. 

Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to negotiate an 
extension to the existing contract with A.C. Whyte and Company Limited, Glasgow, for 
the remaining 10 Weir Non-Traditional houses at Bargeddie. 

PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF DUNROBIN PLACE, COATBRIDGE REGARDING ANTI-SOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR 

7. There was submitted a report dated 31 May 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 
regarding a petition submitted by residents of Dunrobin Place, Coatbridge regarding anti-social 
behaviour (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the petitioners; (2) advising that after 
investigation by the Area Housing Officer and the Anti-Social Task Force, a court hearing to obtain an 
Anti-Social Behaviour Order had been scheduled, and (3) indicating that the situation would continue 
to be monitored, with appropriate advice, assistance and action given where necessary. 

Decided: 

(1) that the actions of the officers of the Anti-Social Task Force and the Area Housing Officer be 
noted, and 

(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 
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