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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise members of the progress of works in Airdrie Town 
Centre, and the consultation process for the new Local Plan. 

Background to this Report 

Members will recall a report to the last meeting of the Committee, which explained the 
progress with existing works, the next stages of design and physical works programmed for 
further Environmental Improvement Works in the town centre. The report also advised on 
progress towards a new Local Plan and other studies currently being progressed in and 
around Airdrie Town Centre. 

Environmental Improvements 

The existing works are progressing satisfactorily, following the suspension of works during 
the Christmas period, and are about to enter an important phase, which will see the 
resurfacing of the length of Graham Street between Buchanan Street and Bank Street. 
Although any disruption to the operation of traffic will be kept to a minimum there is no 
method by which these works can be completed without closing Buchanan Street and the 
affected length of Graham Street for a period of time during February and March of this 
year. The length of closure required is currently being determined by the contractor, in 
consultation with the limited number of businesses who will require service access and will 
be agreed with the Traffic and Transportation Manager prior to the resurfacing works 
commencing. 

Survey work has been carried out on Phase 3b (Stirling Street/Broomknoll Street) and 
Phase 4a (Hallcraig StreetISouth Bridge Street/Old Cross) which has allowed work to 
commence on the design and phasing of these works. The works will include the 
resurfacing of the footways, strengthening of public spaces and possible carriageway 
renewal and bus, disabled and taxi bays. 

The previously approved works in Buchanan Street and Bank Street are currently being 
programmed to take place during the next financial year, with tenders likely to be issued 
during the spring. With regard to the questions raised by the Airdrie and Villages 
Community Forum I can confirm that the works to Bank Street will include the construction 
of a lay-by to accommodate a formal taxi rank, subject to the confirmation of appropriate 
Traffic Regulation Orders. 
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Sustainability Implications 

Improvements to the Council’s Town Centres will fulfil a number of criteria contained within the 
Sustainability Checklist. This includes encouraging investment by improving the quality of the 
environment and it will enhance the sense of Community under the Inclusive Society heading 
by establishing a sense of identity. 

Current Planning Exercises 

The Council has recently embarked on the pre-consultation phase required for the 
preparation a new Local Plan. This phase of the process will be completed by the end of 
March with the results of the pre-consultation exercise being reported during the 
subsequent committee cycle. An update report will be presented at this time along with 
details of the proposed further involvement of the Area Committee in the subsequent 
consultation and preparation phases of the plan preparation process. 

The Committee will also be aware that work is currently underway on developing an Action 
Plan for Airdrie and Coatbridge and the masterplanning exercises being carried out in the 
Mill Street area adjacent to the Town Centre and at the former Boots site in the Town. 
These studies will provide a further opportunity to develop proposals, which can contend 
with the problems confronting the Town and the Town Centre. 

Both the Action Plan and the Boots Masterplan are in the information gathering stage, with 
final reports expected in MarchlApril of this year. The Mill Street study is at the Draft 
Proposal stage and will be presented to the Committee for comment and discussion in the 
near future. 

Corporate Considerations 

These projects contribute to realising the Council’s aim to make its Town centres more 
attractive - one of the priorities contained in the Stimulating Business & Economy theme of 
the Corporate Plan. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee notes:- 
(1) The progress with works to Airdrie Town Centre; 
(2) The work being progressed in respect of the Council Local Plan, the Airdrie/Coatbridge 

Study, Boots Masterplan and the Mill Street Masterplan. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Gordon Laing on 01 236 61 6478. 
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