
SPECIAL HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 17 November 2005 

Motherwell, 17 November 2005 at 2 pm. 

A Special Meeting of the HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Jones and Lunny, Vice-Conveners; Councillors Burrows, 
M. Clark, Curran, Fagan, Hogg, McKendrick, Maginnis, J. Martin, W. Martin, Murray, Robertson, Shields and 
Valentine. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Manager, Director of Housing and Property Services, Head of Design Services, Head 
of Housing Services, Tenancy Operations Manager and Private Sector Manager and Senior Accountant. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Burns, Cassidy, Lafferty, Logue, Love, McKenna, Morgan, Morris and Wilson 

HRA CAPITAL PROGRAMME 200612011 - NOMINATED SUPPLY CONTRACT FOR SURVEY, 
PLANNING SERVICES, SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF KITCHEN FITMENTS 

1. With reference to (1) paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 
4 September 2003 when, inter alia, two separate programmes for the replacement of kitchens and 
bathrooms starting in 2004/2005 and 2006/2007 respectively were approved, and (2) paragraph 1 of 
the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 25 April 2005 when approval had been given to 
(a) the outline HRA Capital Programme, and (b) the delivery plan for the Scottish Housing Quality 
Standard and the proposed 30 year financial model for investment in the Council's housing stock, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 October 2005 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval to issue tender documentation to the contractors listed within 
Appendix 1 to the report, for the nominated supply contract for survey, planning services, and supply 
and delivery of kitchen fitments (A) advising that in compliance with EC directives and public 
procurement procedures, a Contract Notice had been advertised in OJEC; (B) intimating that twelve 
expressions of interest had been received, however, only five contractors had submitted the 
information requested within the contract notification, and (C) proposing that 1) tender documents be 
issued to these five contractors and also to one additional contractor who had registered an interest 
and had supplied relevant supporting documentation, highlighted within Appendix 1 to the report; 2) 
the successful contractor would become a nominated supplier and would enter into contracts with the 
installation contractors, and 3) the installation contract documentation be tendered in January/ 
February 2006. 

Decided: that the inclusion of the contractors, as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, in the 
tender lists for the contract, be approved. 

PROPOSED TENDERING ARRANGEMENTS FOR CAPITAL PROGRAMMES (REPLACEMENT OF 
KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS 2006/2011) 

2. With reference to (1) paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 
4 September 2003 when, inter alia, two separate programmes for the replacement of kitchens and 

1378 



SPECIAL HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 17 November 2005 

bathrooms starting in 2004/2005 and 200612007 respectively were approved, and (2) paragraph 1 of 
the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 25 April 2005 when approval had been given to 
(a) the outline HRA Capital Programme, and (b) the delivery plan for the Scottish Housing Quality 
Standard and the proposed 30 year financial model for investment in the Council’s housing stock, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 October 2005 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval for the tendering arrangements for the Capital Programmes for 
the replacement of kitchens and bathrooms in houses which were to commence in 2006 (A) advising 
that information notices had been placed in OJEC seeking interest from contractors for the installation 
in three separate categories, of 1) kitchens only; 2) bathrooms only, and 3) kitchens and bathrooms 
together, all in lots over a five year period; (B) intimating that 1) taking account of the Scottish Housing 
Quality Standard submission, funding had not been identified to undertake the Kitchen Replacement 
and Bathroom Renewal Programme simultaneously to individual houses, and 2) the Kitchen 
Replacement and Bathroom Renewal Programmes would be independent of each other, and (C) 
proposing that 1) long term contractual arrangements be secured for a five year period to procure the 
works at a total estimated cost of f72m, and 2) as EU Procurement Rules would apply, it would be 
necessary to issue appropriate contract notices, seeking interest from contractors for the 
implementation of a separate Kitchen and Bathroom Renewal Programme to contractors to install 
kitchens in lots over a five year period, with an estimated maximum value of f49m, and to install 
bathrooms in lots over a five year period, with an estimated maximum value of f23m. 

Decided: 

(1) that the proposal detailed within paragraph 3.2 of the report, regarding the processing of the 
contract notifications in accordance with the EU Procurement Rules be approved, and 

(2) that otherwise the terms of the report be noted. 

PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING GRANT 2006/2008 

3. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 May 2004 
when, inter alia, the allocation of the Private Sector Housing Grant by the Scottish Executive for 
2004/2005 and 2005/2006 had been noted, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 October 
2005 by the Director of Housing and Property Services regarding a paper received from Communities 
Scotland entitled “Private Sector Housing Grant (PSHG) Discussion Paper for Future Arrangements” 
(1) informing that (a) since 2003/2004 the majority of the Council’s Non-HRA Housing Capital 
Programme had been funded by direct grant from the Scottish Executive rather than by borrowing, 
and (b) increased allocations of the PSHG in 2004/2005 and 2005/2006 had enabled the Council to 
further develop investment in private housing stock in North Lanarkshire; (2) indicating that (a) 
proposals for amendments to the way in which Communities Scotland distributed PSHG from 
2006/2007 onwards had been intimated to local authorities by letter attached at Appendix 1 to the 
report, and (b) under the proposed methodology, there would be a reduction in PSHG from f3.359m 
in 2005/2006 to approximately f2.477m in 2006/2007; (3) intimating that the proposal to revert to the 
original allocation methodology would be detrimental to the Council which was reflected in the 
response sent to Communities Scotland, attached as Appendix 2 to the report; (4) advising (a) that 
advice had been received from Audit Scotland, following their audit of the Council’s Annual Accounts 
that the Council should not record any expenditure in this area as of a capital nature, but instead be 
treated as revenue funding, and (b) that the change in accounting treatment would have a detrimental 
impact possibly reducing Non-HRA investment, and (5) inviting the Council to submit its detailed 
spending plans for 30 November 2005. 

Decided: 

(1) that the discussion paper for future arrangements be noted; 

(2) that the response by the Director of Housing and Property Services sent to Communities 
Scotland on the Council’s behalf be homologated; 
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(3 )  

(4) 

that the potential impact of a change to funding the Non-HRA Housing Programme from 
revenue rather than capital resources be noted; 

that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to discuss the 200612007 
and 2007/2008 Programme with Communities Scotland and submit a bid for Private Sector 
Housing Grant by 30 November 2005; 

that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee once the final PSHG 
allocations for 2006/2007 and 200712008 were confirmed, and 

(5) 

(6) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for information 

HOMELESSNESS AND THE ABOLITION OF PRIORITY NEED BY 2012 

4. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 October 2005 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services in respect of the consultation currently being conducted by the Scottish Executive 
prior to the Ministerial Statements required by the Homelessness Legislation before the end of 2005 
(1) advising that (a) under the terms of the Homelessness (Scotland) Act 2003, Scottish Ministers had 
to prepare and publish a statement setting out how the abolition of priority need would be achieved, 
and (b) consultation papers had been issued by the Scottish Executive, and the papers were attached 
at Appendix 1 to the report, along with the response sent by the Council; (2)  intimating that the 
Scottish Executive had hosted a series of seminars for elected Members, with Councillors Love, 
McLaughlin and Smith attending the event on 10 October 2005, and (3) detailing, within the report, (a) 
a number of questions posed by the Scottish Executive, and the response from the Council, and (b) a 
summary of the main points and the impact on North Lanarkshire Council. 

Decided: 

(1) that the response sent to the Scottish Executive as detailed within Sections 3,  4 and 5 of the 
report be homologated, and 

(2 )  otherwise the terms of the report be noted. 

REQUEST TO INSTALL RADIO AERIALS BY NORTH LANARKSHIRE CCTV LIMITED IN VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS 

5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 October 2005 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval to allow North Lanarkshire CCTV Limited to install Radio Aerial 
Installations in various locations throughout the Council area (1) advising (a) of the corporate 
approach with regard to the use of CCTV across Departments, and (b) that part of the strategy was to 
centralise monitoring of the current CCTV networks of installations; (2)  indicating that in order to fully 
implement the strategy, North Lanarkshire CCTV Limited had identified a need to increase coverage 
throughout the Council’s area; (3 )  proposing that permission be granted to North Lanarkshire CCTV 
Limited to install Radio Aerial Installations at Milton Court, Airdrie, Jackson Court, Coatbridge, 
Brandon Court and Muirhouse flats, Motherwell, and Allershaw flats, Wishaw and Wishaw Housing 
Office, and (4) intimating that the possibility of installing aerials at the Redbridge flats, Coatbridge was 
currently being explored. 

Decided: that the installation of radio aerials by North Lanarkshire CCTV Limited as detailed 
within 3.1 of the report be approved. 
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