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Subject: 

Allershaw Tower, Gowkthrapple, 
Wishaw 

Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise members on the progress of the project 
implemented at Allershaw Tower, Gowkthrapple as part of the Better 
Neighbourhood Services Fund programme. 

Background 

Originally developed by the Better Neighbourhood Services fund, Allershaw 
Tower, Gowkthrapple was upgraded in 2003 to provide support services for the 
elderly. In excess of 50% of tenants within the block are either elderly and or 
disabled. Houses within the tower have been upgraded for elderly and disabled 
tenants. 

The upgrade introduced support services similar to the provision in our 
sheltered housing complexes. The works included additional fencing and 
security, redevelopment of the common room, installation of the Community 
Alarm System and the appointment of a project co-ordinator. 

Other support services for elderly and disabled tenants include:- 

a) The provision of two common rooms for elderly residents to allow meetings 
and social events as well as activities by the project co-ordinator. 

b) A health suite with disabled bathing facilities. In addition to primary care 
functions the unit is also used for health and beauty treatments such 
chiropody and coiffure. 

c) A computer suite which also hosts the tenants association. 

d) Overnight accommodation for relatives of residents and carers. 
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It should be noted that the facilities are also used by the wider community 
outwith the tower. 

A residents association has also been formed and has an extremely active 
programme of events. A survey of the group highlighted a 98% satisfaction 
response with the programme of improvements. 

Future Developments 

In order to sustain & develop the tower on a sheltered housing model, it 
proposed to all allocate any future void houses as follows. 

Clients who require sheltered housing will be given priority in accordance wit1 
the existing assessment process. This priority will extend to any 
elderly/disabled person who apply to the Authority in terms of part two of the 
Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 (Homeless). 

Where no elderly or disabled clients exist, properties will be allocated in 
accordance with the legislation having regard to the essential need to maintain 
a quality environment. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee: 
a) Note the progress in developing All 

housing model and; 
rshaw Towe n 

is 

Sheltered 

b) Approve the allocations process as outlined in paragraph 3 

Background papers 

Relevant background information is available from the Housing and Property 
Services Department. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing & Property Services 


