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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on progress made on issues discussed at 
the last Area Committee meeting. 

Background 

In addition to the areas covered within the report put to the Area Committee at the November 
meeting, there were a number of specific issues raised. This report will inform on current 
state of progress on each of those points. 

Current Position 

Enquiries were made with regards the installation of fencing around the culvert at the viaduct 
end and this area was measured and photographed to better enable evaluation. A site 
inspection was carried out with both the Health & Safety and Risk Managers on Friday gth 
January to ascertain a suitable design and specification. The recommendation is that a fence 
be installed around the high sections of the culvert and should be of similar construction to 
that around the compound area, i.e. metal palisade. Installation costs are being investigated 
and currently awaiting confirmation with regard responsibility/ownership, so this can be 
pursued further. 

The enquiries raised on drains, that feed into the main culvert (South Burn). During times of 
heavy rainfall, the metal cover on this has been known to be blown off due to force of water. 
The flow from this has been severely eroding the adjacent path surface, causing it to become 
very uneven and un-walkable. Despite repairs having repeatedly been carried out by Grounds 
Maintenance, erosion continues to present considerable problems. In addition to this, the 
overflow carries raw sewage, which recurrently contaminates both the path in which the drain 
is situated and the open culvert. It had been hoped that the ‘Meri-Crusher’ could have been 
utilised to re-instate this section of path on a temporary basis, however on closer assessment, 
the top of a brick-lined drain was found to be very near to the surface, which prevents the use 
of this equipment. 
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3.3 Costings are being investigated for restoration works to this section of path and will be raised 
with Scottish Water. 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

4.0 

4.1 

5.0 

5.1 

5.2 

These two issues have been raised formally both internally and externally with Scottish Water 
and S.E.P.A. and a site inspection requested. At the time of writing this report, a date for this 
is still to be confirmed. 

With regards the railings bordering the railway embankment in Centenary Park, a report has 
been sent to Network Rail who has responsibility for this, requesting that this whole section be 
repaired. The existing fencing specification is low-grade and very easily vandalised, being 
made up of sections of wire panels. It can be seen that repairs have been made repeatedly 
and panels replaced, however it is hoped that it can be negotiated with Network Rail to install 
a more durable and permanent form of fencing in the longer term. A site meeting has been 
arranged for Tuesday 13'h January, to both inspect and discuss this option. In the meantime, 
Network Rail has instructed their contractor to have repairs carried out, which will take place 
immediately. 

In addition, residents who live at 61 Southburn Road have experienced problems with vandals 
accessing their back garden due to a gap in the fence adjacent to the viaduct. Although this 
particular section is not the responsibility of Network Rail, as a courtesy, they are installing 
additional fencing, which should alleviate this problem. 

Site Visit 

Potential dates for the site visit have been re-scheduled for February and arrangements are 
being made with Grounds Maintenance as to the most suitable date from the options 
suggested. Please note that as the area of path in most need of attention is unsuitable for re- 
instatement by the Meri-Crusher, due to the presence of numerous drains lying close to the 
surface, another section is currently in the process of being identified. 

Future Developments 

At the last 'Friends of Centenary and West End Park' meeting held on 3" December, the 
Steering Committee was formed with a membership of 13 local residents, 4 of which 
volunteered and were seconded as Office Bearers. There is a 50-50 split of membership 
between Wards 41 and 47, likewise of the Office Bearers. With these numbers, there are 
enough committee members to enable the establishment of sub-groups who can in addition to 
the main committee, drive forward individual projects and areas of interest on behalf of the 
wider community. 

The next Committee meeting will be held on 22"' January at 6.30pm in the Sir John Wilson 
Town Hall, Airdrie. It is anticipated that the Constitution will be agreed at this meeting, 
working in partnership with Monklands Association for Voluntary Service (MAVS). 
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5.3 A Consortium bid is being made on behalf of all of the ‘Friends’ groups for funding to carry out 
the 6 Participatory Appraisals. The application will be made week commencing 1 2‘h January 
and should take approximately 2 months before official approval is received. This is being 
made to the Direct Grants Programme, which is administered by the Scottish Council for 
Voluntary Organ isat ions (SCVO) 

5.4 A programme of additional pruning and soft landscaping remedial works are currently in the 
process of being carried out. 

5.5 An initial small amount of monies has also been donated by Central Scotland Forest Trust 
(CSFT) and matched by Grounds Maintenance and Estates Section, for the supply of 3000 
snowdrops ‘in the green’, which will be planted as part of a series of small-scale, community 
events during spring. These will take place in all 6 parks, the aim being to start raising 
awareness of Biodiversity issues, involving local children and their parents in the planting and 
to introduce to them, the opportunity of becoming more involved in their own Town Park. 

6.0 Recommendations 

6.1 That the committee notes the report. 
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