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To: HOUSING AND TECHNICAL 
SERVICES COMMITTEE 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: Environmental 
Improvement Grant - 
Rochsoles 

REPORT 

Date: 16 February 
2006 

Ref: TMCWLWAM 
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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for additional environmental 
improvement grant expenditure in connection with the environmental 
improvement works associated with 2-4 Raebog Crescent and 19-23 
Rochsoles Drive, Airdrie. 

Background 

The HRA Capital Programme 2005/06 includes a number projects for estate 
regeneration which include an upgrade to the condition and modernise the 
appearance of backcourt areas. In many instances where this type of work is 
carried out, the success of the project depends upon the participation of 
owner-occupiers particularly due to the title conditions relating to blocks of 
flats. 

The owners of sold houses within these blocks have a share in the ownership 
in the areas surrounding the buildings, or other areas within the curtilage, and 
there is an obligation to share the costs of upkeep of this ground. What is 
proposed generally in backcourt improvement projects however is the 
improvement to the curtilage rather than just maintenance and, as such, the 
Council would be unable to enforce recovery of a share of the costs from the 
owner-occupiers involved. 

The success of such estate regeneration projects thus hinges on the 
provision of environmental improvement grants to facilitate the funding of the 
share of the costs due to owner-occupiers. These grants are provided in 
terms of Section 251 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987, but the amount and 
percentage of grant is at the Council's discretion. I have delegated authority 
to approve grant at up to f4,000 per house. 
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Pro posa IslCo nside ra tions 

One of the projects previously approved by Committee is Rochsoles Phase 2 
(2-4 Raebog Crescent and 19-23 Rochsoles Drive). 

Of the 30 properties within these blocks there are currently 3 owner- 
occupiers. 

The final cost for the work carried out to these blocks is in excess of f4,000 
per property. The costs have been returned as f5,748.50 per property 
inclusive of professional fees and VAT. 

The increased costs are attributable to the unforeseen need to: 

0 rebuild a retaining wall during the course of the project, 

repairs to existing drainage, and 

0 the occurrence of several soft spots which had to be excavated and 
stab i I ised . 

It should be noted that all attempts will be made for future projects to remain 
within the f4,000 grant level for owner occupiers previously approved by 
Committee. 

The total expenditure of f17,246 will be funded from the Non-HRA Housing 
Capital Budget 2005106 

Corporate Considerations 

There are no other corporate legal, financial or personnel issues related to 
this proposal. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that committee approve an environmental improvement 
grant of f5748.50 per owner from the non HRA capital programme 2005106 
for Rochsoles Phase 2. 

Background Information 

Available within the Housing & Property Services Department. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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