
HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 16 March 2006 

Motherwell, 16 March 2006 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillor Jones, Vice-Convener; Councillors Burrows, Carmichael, 
M. Clark, Hogg, Irvine, Lafferty, Logue, Love, Lunny, Lyle, McKendrick, McKenna, McKeown, Maginnis, 
W. Martin, Murray, Robertson, Valentine and Wilson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Manager, Director of Housing and Property Services, Head of Housing Services, Head 
of Design Services and Finance and Administration Manager. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Burns, Cassidy, Curran, Fagan, J. Martin, Morgan and Morris. 

SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTE 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Technical Services Committee 
(Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 23 February 2006. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved and noted. 

REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING REPORTS 2005/2006 - HOUSING HRA, HOUSING NON-HRA 
AND DESIGN SERVICES - 1 APRIL 2005TO 3 FEBRUARY 2006 

2. There were submitted reports dated 8 and 17 February and 7 March 2006 by the Director of Housing 
and Property Services (1) advising of the current spending levels of the Housing and Property 
Services Department for the period from 1 April 2005 to 3 February 2006; (2) providing a comparison 
of actual expenditure and income against the estimated expenditure and income and explanations of 
the more significant variances, and (3) intimating a projected outturn for the Housing HRA, Housing 
Non-HRA and Design Services budgets with details of major underspends and overspends. 

Decided: that the terms of the reports be noted. 

BENEFITS FRAUD POLICY 

3. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 May 2005 
when revised procedures and guidelines for the 2005/2006 Benefits Fraud Policy had been approved 
and adopted, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 February 2006 by the Director of 
Housing and Property Services seeking approval of a revised Benefits Fraud Policy and detailing, 
within the Appendix to the report, the revised 2006/2007 Benefits Fraud Policy document. 

51 0 



HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 16 March 2006 

Decided: that the revised procedures and guidelines as detailed within the 200612007 Benefits 
Fraud Policy document, as appended to the report, be approved and adopted. 

STRATEGIC HOUSING INVESTMENT FRAMEWORK 

4. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 November 
2004 when, inter alia, (1) notification had been received from Communities Scotland that no further 
applications for the transfer of development funding would be considered until after the outcome of a 
spending review, and (2) it was agreed that the Council would continue to work with Communities 
Scotland on arrangements for the transfer, including finalisation of the Investment Programme for 
200512006 and report to a future meeting of the Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 17 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (a) advising that the 
Scottish Executive (A) had decided not to authorise any further transfers of the management of 
development funding to local authorities, and (B) was consulting on a new Strategic Housing 
Investment Framework which would give local authorities a greater role in determining how 
investment was spent at a local level, based on priorities identified in the Local Housing Strategy; (b) 
intimating that the Council had received a draft copy of the consultation paper on the new Strategic 
Housing Investment Framework and comments had been provided to Communities Scotland and 
COSLA, and (c) detailing within the report, (A) proposals from the consultation paper, and (B) that in 
response to the draft paper, a number of issues had been raised, and a further report would be 
submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, regarding the outcome of the Scottish Housing 
Investment Framework and implications for the Council. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the Scottish Executive's decision not to approve any further transfers of development 
funding to Local Authorities be noted. and 

that the outline proposals for a new Strategic Housing Investment Framework, which would 
be the subject of further reports to future Committees, be noted. 

SCOTTISH COUNCIL FOR SINGLE HOMELESS - REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services regarding a request from the Scottish Council for Single Homeless (SCSH) for 
financial support to assist in their running costs during 200512006 (1) outlining the background to the 
work undertaken by SCSH, and (2) proposing that payment of f4,095 be made to the SCSH for 
2005/2006 in addition to its annual subscription fee for 2006/2007, to be funded from the 
Homelessness Taskforce Resources. 

Decided: that the payment of €4,095 to Scottish Council for Single Homeless for 2005/2006, in 
addition to the annual subscription fee for 200612007, to be funded from the 
Homelessness Taskforce Resources be approved. 

PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING STRATEGY 2006/2009 

6. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 May 2005 
when it was agreed (1) to issue the consultation draft North Lanarkshire Private Sector Housing 
Strategy to a wide range of interested parties, and (2) that the final Strategy be submitted to a future 
meeting of the Committee for consideration after completion of the consultation period, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services seeking approval of the North Lanarkshire Private Sector Housing Strategy 2006/2009 which 
was appended to the report (a) advising that the consultation draft Strategy was widely distributed and 
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formally consulted upon; (b) proposing that, to better address the needs of North Lanarkshire 
residents living in the private sector, the North Lanarkshire Private Sector Housing Strategy 
2006/2009 should be published, as it focussed on the housing and related needs of those households 
living in their own house or in private rented accommodation, and (c) indicating that (A) the Strategy 
covered in its financial framework, summaries on future Private Sector Housing Grant and Non-HRA 
Capital Expenditure, and (B) the financial framework would be amended before formal publication, 
according to future Committee approval of Non-Housing Revenue AccounUPrivate Sector Housing 
Grant expenditure. 

Decided: 

(1) that the North Lanarkshire Private Sector Housing Strategy, subject to final minor editing as 
detailed within the report, be approved, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Environment Committee for information. 

PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING GRANT 2006/2008 

7. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 17 November 
2005 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that (1) the Director of Housing and Property Services be 
authorised to discuss the 2006/2007 and 2007/2008 Non-HRA Housing Programme with 
Communities Scotland and submit a bid for Private Sector Housing Grant (PSHG) by 30 November 
2005, and (2) a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee once the final PSHG 
allocations for 2006/2007 and 2007/2008 were confirmed, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 23 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property Services regarding the funding 
which the Council had been allocated through Private Sector Housing Grant (PSHG) for 2006/2007 
and 2007/2008 (a) advising that the Council had been allocated funding in line with the mid-point 
Resource Planning Assumption viz f2.477 m for each year, which compared with the equivalent 
figure of f3.359 m for 2005/2006 representing a reduction of 26%; (b) indicating that the total 
resources for Non-HRA housing investment in 2006/2007 and 2007/2008 would, in addition to the 
PSHG of f2.477 m, include further allocations for (A) Care and Repair Project support, and (B) the 
Ainslie Road/Maclehose Road Regeneration Project in Cumbernauld, together with funding of f0.920 
m from the Council's own resources, and (c) intimating that the detailed make-up of the programme 
would require to be reviewed in the light of the reduced resources overall, and the final outturn figures 
for 2005/2006 would be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that the allocation of Private Sector Housing Grant for 2006/2007 and 2007/2008 be noted, 
and 

(2) that a further report, detailing the Non-HRA Housing Programme for 2006/2007, be submitted 
to a future meeting of the Committee. 

SCOTTISH HOUSING QUALITY STANDARD - DELIVERY PLAN 

8. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 25 April 2005 
when, inter alia, approval had been given to (1) the Scottish Housing Quality Standard Delivery Plan, 
subject to final editing and minor adjustment, and (2) the 30 year financial model, subject to ongoing 
monitoring and review, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 February 2006 by the 
Director of Housing and Property Services regarding the response from Communities Scotland to the 
Scottish Housing Quality Standard Delivery Plan submitted in April 2005 (a) advising that in its 
Delivery Plan, the Council had been able to demonstrate that not only could it meet the Scottish 
Housing Quality Standard (SHQS) but that additional resources would be committed to standards and 
priorities agreed with tenants which were not included within the SHQS; (b) indicating that the Council 

512 



HOUSING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES - 16 March 2006 

would invest approximately f40 m per annum over the next 10 years in upgrading its housing stock; 
(c) intimating that (A) the Council had received confirmation from Communities Scotland that the 
Delivery Plan was acceptable, and that the Plan would be kept under review and monitored closely, 
and (B) the 10 Year Capital Programme would be reviewed to take account of the final outturn for 
2005/2006 and reported to a future meeting of the Committee, and (d) informing that (A) to address 
information gaps identified in the Delivery Plan, and to monitor progress in achieving the SHQS, a 
stock condition survey was planned for 2006/2007, and (B) funding for the stock condition survey was 
available from the 2006/2007 HRA Capital Programme and further details would be reported to a 
future meeting of the Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that the approval of the Council’s Scottish Housing Quality Standard Delivery Plan by 
Communities Scotland, and the arrangements put in place to monitor and review the Plan, be 
noted, and 

(2) that the review of the Plan be subject to a further report to a future Committee. 

DISPERSED TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION FOR HOMELESS APPLICANTS 

9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 March 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services regarding the number and location of properties used as dispersed temporary 
accommodation for homeless applicants (1) advising that the Council used 271 dispersed properties 
throughout North Lanarkshire area as temporary accommodation for homeless applicants; (2) 
indicating that of those, 216 were located within the Council’s own Housing Stock, with eight 
properties being provided by Housing Associations, and 47 leased from the private sector; (3) 
detailing the distribution of the properties, by Ward, as set out within Appendix 1 to the report, and (4) 
informing that the Department was currently reviewing the temporary accommodation portfolio with 
efforts being made to ensure that the supply fitted demand more appropriately. 

Decided: 

(1) that the number and location of properties used as temporary accommodation for homeless 
applicants, be noted, and 

(2) that the efforts being made to ensure that future supply fitted demand more appropriately, be 
noted. 

EXTENSION OF CONTRACT - GLASGOW SIMON COMMUNITY OUTREACH SERVICE 

10. With reference to (1) paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 November 
2004 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Director of Administration be authorised to accept 
the tender submitted by Glasgow Simon Community to provide Outreach Services to rough sleepers 
and to carry out a local research into problems of rough sleeping in North Lanarkshire, in the sum of 
f99,799, and (2) paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 13 December 
2005 when it had been agreed that a variation to the Glasgow Simon Community Service contract be 
made, to include further development of service user involvement funded from the Rough Sleeper 
Initiative Funds provided by the Scottish Executive, for an additional sum of f9,987.50, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services seeking approval to extend the Council’s contract with Glasgow Simon Community Outreach 
Service until 30 September 2006 (a) advising that a draft research report had been provided to the 
Council which indicated there was evidence of an ongoing problem of rough sleeping in some areas 
of North Lanarkshire; (b) intimating that a final report, due to be completed by 31 March 2006, would 
be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, and (c) proposing that the contract with Glasgow 
Simon Community be extended, which would allow for consideration of alternative methods of tackling 
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rough sleeping and the development of a project proposal, while retaining a valuable resource for 
people affected in the short term. 

Decided: 

(1) that the proposal to extend the contract with Glasgow Simon Community, to develop an 
Outreach Service to rough sleepers until 30 September 2006, at a contract value of f46,484, 
funded from the Rough Sleepers Initiative Grant for 2006/2007, be approved; 

that it be noted that a report on the findings of the research conducted by Glasgow Simon 
Community, would be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, and 

(2) 

(3) that a project proposal for delivering services to rough sleepers be developed by considering 
the evidence available, and proposing alternative measures and be submitted to a future 
meeting of the Committee. 

HOUSING SUPPORT SERVICES - TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF FUNDING 

11. With reference to (1) paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 May 2004 
when it had been noted that the Director of Administration was progressing acceptance of tenders 
received from Blue Triangle (Scotland) Housing Association and the Scottish Association for Mental 
Health respectively, for the projects at Lindsaybeg Road, Muirhead, and Bridgework, Bellshill Road, 
Motherwell, in terms of his delegated powers, and (2) paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this 
Committee held on 20 January 2005 when it had been noted that the Director of Administration was 
progressing acceptance of the tender received from Blue Triangle (Glasgow) Housing Association to 
manage and provide support for the project at Houldsworth Court, Wishaw, in terms of his delegated 
powers, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 February 2006 by the Director of Housing 
and Property Services seeking approval for the temporary extension until 31 December 2006, of three 
Supporting People funded contracts - that for the Young Person's Project, Muirhead, with Blue 
Triangle (Glasgow) Housing Association; that for the Bridgework Project, Motherwell, with Scottish 
Association for Mental Health, and that for the Houldsworth Court Project, Wishaw, with Blue Triangle 
(Glasgow) Housing Association (a) advising that (A) the services were funded by the Scottish 
Executive Supporting People Programme which had received confirmed funding until 31 March 2008, 
and (B) Local Authorities were statutorily required to undertake a Supporting People Service Review 
of all housing support services by April 2007; (b) intimating that (A) the reviews were currently 
underway, with a target date of 31 March 2006 for completion, and the outcome of the reviews being 
reported to a future meeting of the Committee, and (B) initial indications showed that the aims and 
objectives of the contracted housing support services were currently being met; (c) proposing as the 
contracts terminate on 31 March 2006 that they be extended until 31 December 2006 to allow the 
outcome of the reviews to be reported to Committee which would allow a contractual six month notice 
period to be given to any organisation if the recommendation of the Service Review was to withdraw 
the service, and (d) indicating that the total annual contract value for all three services for 2006/2007 
was f484,888, with the funding being available from the Supporting People Allocation for the financial 
year 2006/2007. 

Decided: 

(1) that the temporary extension of the contracts for the Young Person's Project, Muirhead with 
Blue Triangle (Glasgow) Housing Association, the Bridgework Project, Motherwell with 
Scottish Association for Mental Health and the Houldsworth Court Project, Wishaw with Blue 
Triangle (Glasgow) Housing Association until 31 December 2006, be approved, and 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Social Work Committee for information. 
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HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFIT ADMINISTRATION - VERIFICATION FRAMEWORK 

12. With reference to (1) paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 January 
2003 when approval had been given to extend temporary posts of Verification Officer within the 
Housing and Council Tax Benefit Section to 31 March 2004, and (2) paragraph 16 of the Minute of the 
meeting of this Committee held on 26 May 2005, when the position regarding the continued funding 
for the Housing and Council Tax Benefit Administration Verification Framework Project had been 
noted, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 March 2006 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval to make permanent ten posts of Verification Officer (AP1/2) within 
the Benefits Section, and extend nine temporary posts of Clerical Assistant (GS1/2) to 31 December 
2006 (a) advising that the Department of Work and Pensions as from 1 April 2006 was changing the 
way it funded Local Authorities for administrating benefits on their behalf, and (b) proposing that the 
10 Verification Officer posts (AP1/2) be made permanent as soon as possible, with the Verification 
Framework Clerical Assistant posts remaining temporary, until 31 December 2006. 

Decided: 

(1) that approval be given that the 10 Verification Officer posts (AP1/2) within the Benefits 
Section of the Department be made permanent, in light of the consolidation of funding 
streams from the Department of Work and Pensions; 

(2) 

(3) 

that approval be given that the nine temporary Clerical Assistants posts (GS112) be extended 
to 31 December 2006, and 

that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 

ANNUAL SOCIAL SECURITY UPRATING 2006 

13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services in respect of changes in Housing Benefit entitlement from April 2006 (1) intimating 
that all Social Security benefits, including Housing and Council Tax benefit were uprated in April of 
each year in line with the rate of inflation prevailing at the end of the previous September, and (2) 
providing within Appendix A to the report, examples of Housing Benefit claims, incorporating the 
average rent increase for Council tenants of 3.5% and showing the current Housing Benefit 
entitlement and the new entitlement from April 2006. 

Decided: that the effect of the annual uprating of Social Security benefits and annual rent 
increase on Council tenants in North Lanarkshire, be noted. 

FORMER TENANT ARREARS WRITE-OFF TO 31 MARCH 2004 

14. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services (1) proposing that a sum of f633,370.30, being the current balance outstanding in 
respect of Former Tenant Arrears for the period 2003/2004, be written off, including balances 
outstanding prior to 1 April 2003; (2) indicating that the write-off could be offset against the provision 
held in the Council's balance sheet as at 31 March 2005, and (3) intimating that, if possible and 
practicable, efforts would continue to secure payment of outstanding rent balances from former 
tenants. 

Decided: 

(1) that the write-off of Former Tenant Arrears totalling f633,370.30 in relation to the period 
ending 31 March 2004, be approved, and 
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(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Finance) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 

TENDER FOR THE PROVISION OF SECURITY SERVICES - HOUSING AND PROPERTY 
SERVICES SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION DIVISION 

15. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 November 
2005 when it had been agreed to accept an offer from Forgewood Security, Motherwell, at the hourly 
rate of €6.85 per hour (single rate), for the provision of Security Services for the Tenancy Services 
and Supported Accommodation Division, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 February 
2006 by the Director of Housing and Property Services regarding the outcome of negotiations with 
Forgewood Security, Motherwell, for the provision of security services to supported accommodation 
(1) advising that following post-tender negotiations with Forgewood Security, Motherwell, it was 
discovered that the company was unable to provide the service required without additional costs to 
the Council, and (2) proposing that the offer from Westguard Security, Coatbridge be accepted as 
being the most satisfactory offer received in accordance with the specification, at the rate of €7.50 per 
hour, per operative, for the provision of Security Services for the Tenancy Services and Supported 
Accommodation Division. 

Decided: that the tender offer from Westguard Security, Coatbridge, as being the most 
satisfactory offer received in accordance with the specification at the rate of f7.50 per 
hour, per operative, for the provision of Security Services for the Tenancy Services 
and Supported Accommodation Division, be approved. 

KITCHEN UNIT REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME - VOID PROPERTIES 

16. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 September 
2003 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the programmes for the replacement of kitchens and 
bathrooms be progressed in post war houses on a chronological basis, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 3 March 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property Services seeking approval to 
commence the full renewal of kitchens within void properties subject to certain criteria (1) outlining the 
background to the existing Kitchen Replacement Programme in void properties, where works carried 
out were not to the same specification as the Capital Kitchen Replacement Programme; (2) proposing 
that (a) to reduce costs to the Council and disruption to tenants, the specification for kitchen works in 
void properties be increased to that used within the Kitchen Replacement Capital Programme, solely 
for void properties where the existing kitchen was deemed not to be operational, and due for 
replacement within the next five years, and (b) on completion of such works, the house be removed 
from the mainstream Kitchen Replacement Programme; (3) indicating that the replacement of 
kitchens through the void property process would be closely monitored by the Area Housing 
Managers to ensure that no operational kitchens were replaced unnecessarily, and (4) detailing within 
the report, the funding for kitchen replacements within the void properties, with the costs associated 
with the works being closely monitored on a monthly basis and reviewed annually. 

Decided: 

(1) that the installation of kitchens, to the full Capital Programme specification, to void properties, 
where it was deemed the existing kitchen was not operational and would be due for renewal 
within the next five years, be approved; 

(2) 

(3) 

that the transfer of f970,OOO from the 2006/2007 HRA Capital Programme to the revenue 
repairs budget be approved, and 

that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT GRANT - ROCHSOLES, AlRDRlE 

17. With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 May 2004 
when, inter alia, approval had been given to the proposals for regeneration works to 30 additional flats 
within blocks 2-4 Raebog Crescent and 19-23 Rochsoles Drive, Airdrie, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 16 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property Services seeking 
approval for additional environmental grant expenditure in connection with the environmental 
improvement works associated with 2-4 Raebog Crescent and 19-23 Rochsoles Drive, Airdrie (1) 
informing that within the HRA Capital Programme 2005/2006 there were a number of projects where 
environmental improvement was the key component of the upgrading strategy; (2) indicating that (a) 
owner/occupiers were interspersed with the Council stock and they had a share in the ground within 
the curtilage of the dwellings and were obliged to share the cost of the upkeep of the ground, and (b) 
as the proposal was to improve the curtilage, the Council would not be able to enforce recovery of the 
share of costs from ownerloccupiers; (3) intimating that the Council had power to provide 
Environmental Improvement Grants in such circumstances and had delegated to the Director of 
Housing and Property Services authority to provide grants to a limit of f4,000 per house; (4) advising 
that tender costs for the work to be carried out was in excess of f4,000 per property, with the cost 
being approximately f5,748.50 per property; (5) detailing within the report, the work required, and (6) 
proposing that, in this instance, an Environmental Improvement Grant be approved, in the sum of 
f 17,246, for three owner/occupied properties, which would be funded from the Non-HRA Housing 
Capital Budget 2005/2006. 

Decided: that the Environmental Improvement Grant of f5,748.50 per house, for three 
owner/occupied properties, at Rochsoles Phase 2, 2-4 Raebog Crescent and 
19-23 Rochsoles Drive from the Non-HRA Capital Programme 2005/2006, be 
approved. 

REQUEST FROM RESIDENTS FOR LANE CLOSURE - WOODSIDE GARDENS, COATBRIDGE 

18. There was submitted a report dated 31 January 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services seeking approval to close a lane between Woodside Gardens and Woodside Street, 
Coatbridge (1) advising that numerous complaints had been received concerning anti-social 
behaviour within the lane; (2) intimating within the report, the results of a residents survey carried out 
by the Area Housing Officer on the proposed closure; (3) proposing that the lane be closed off with 
fencing, with slabs and steps being uplifted, removed and replaced by topsoil and seed, and (4) 
indicating that the costs of the work of f4,000 would be met from the Area Housing Budget. 

Decided: 

(1) that proposals for the closure of the lane at Woodside Gardens and Woodside Street, 
Coatbridge, be approved; 

(2) 

(3) 

that the Area Housing Officer submit a planning application to the Director of Planning and 
Environment, requesting closure of the lane, and 

that the report be remitted to the Planning and Environment Committee for consideration. 

PROPOSED LANE CLOSURE BETWEEN GLENVIEW STREET AND GLENWELL STREET, 
GLENMAVIS 

19. There was submitted a report dated 26 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services seeking approval to close a lane between Glenview Street and Glenwell Street, Glenmavis 
(1) advising that numerous complaints had been received regarding anti-social behaviour within the 
lane; (2) intimating within the report, the results of a residents survey carried out by the Area Housing 
Officer on the proposed closure; (3) proposing that the lane be closed with metal fencing, with the 
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footpath being removed and replaced with topsoil and seed, and (4) indicating that the cost of the 
works of f6,000 would be met from the Housing Revenue Account 2006/2007. 

Decided: 

(1) that the proposals for the closure of the lane between Glenview Street and Glenwell Street, 
Glenmavis, be approved; 

(2) that the Area Housing Officer submit a planning application to the Director of Planning and 
Environment, requesting closure of the lane, and 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Environment Committee for consideration. 

GOWKTHRAPPLE - HOUSING ESTATE REGENERATION FUNDING 

20. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 November 
2005 when, inter alia, approval had been given to the proposed demolition to progress the 
regeneration of Gowkthrapple, subject to arrangements for re-housing and the proposal to develop a 
bid for funding from the Housing Estate Regeneration Fund, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 16 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property Services regarding the outcome of 
the bid to the Scottish Executive for Housing Estate Regeneration Funding (HERF) (1) advising that 
the Council had been successful in its f4.55 m HERF bid for demolition and new build, with the 
funding for the cost of demolition being met from the 2006/2007 HRA Capital Programme; (2) 
indicating that the re-allocation of the funding within the HRA Capital Programme priorities would be 
reported to a future meeting of the Committee as part of the mid year review, and (3) intimating that 
(a) the rehousing of tenants affected by the demolition was ongoing, and the preparation work for the 
demolition of Caplaw Tower was underway, and (b) proposals for the site, following demolition, would 
be reported to a future meeting of the Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that the successful outcome of the Housing Estate Regeneration Funding bid, as detailed 
within the report, be noted; 

(2) that the progress being made with regard to the regeneration of Gowkthrapple, would be 
subject to further reports to future meetings of the Committee, and 

(3) that the re-allocation of the funding within the 2006/2007 HRA Capital Programme for 
demolitions in Gowkthrapple, be reported to a future meeting of the Committee within the mid 
year review. 

FORMER TIED HOUSE - HOLY CROSS PRIMARY SCHOOL, CROY 

21. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 June 2005, 
there was submitted a report dated 20 January 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 
seeking approval to declare the former tied house at Holy Cross Primary School, Croy, surplus to 
requirements to allow the demolition of the property ( I )  advising that a request had been received 
from the Director of Education to demolish the property to allow an expansion of the school to 
accommodate the growing school role, with the extra school accommodation required by August 
2006, and (2) proposing that the former tied house at Holy Cross Primary School, Croy, be declared 
surplus to requirements and that the property be demolished. 
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Decided: 

(1) the former tied house at Holy Cross Primary School, Croy, be declared surplus to the 
requirements of the Housing and Property Services Department; 

(2) that the Committee, for its interest, approve the demolition of the vacant property, and 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 
consideration. 

FUNDING FOR A MAJOR ADAPTATION TO AN OWNEWOCCUPIED HOUSE, BELLSHILL 

22. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 March 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services seeking approval to provide funding for adaptations to the home of a client who was 
permanently disabled (1) outlining the background to the circumstances of the need for adaptations, 
the cost of which was estimated at €58,049; (2) intimating that an Improvement Grant of €1 1,600 had 
been obtained for the works, however the family were unable to fund the balance of €46,449; (3) 
advising that if a top-up grant was to be provided, it would be based on the same percentage as the 
Improvement Grant, with this case being calculated at f22,068; (4) indicating that the balance of costs 
after provision of an Improvement Grant and a top-up grant would be €24,381, which would require to 
be funded by the applicant; (5) informing that, as the amount of proposed top-up grant exceeded 
f10,000, the Director of Administration would seek to secure a Standard Security on the property, 
specifying the payment of the grant on a sliding scale if the property was disposed of within 10 years, 
and (6) proposing that funding of €22,068 be provided towards the cost of the adaptation. 

Decided: 

(1) that €22,068 of funding be provided to facilitate the adaptation of the client's home, as 
detailed within the report, with the actual amount of the top-up grant varying in accordance 
with the final total costs of the project, and 

(2) that the Director of Administration secure a Standard Security as detailed within the report. 

REPLACEMENT KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS - BLACKBURN HOUSE - PHASE 1 

23. There was submitted a report dated 22 February 2006 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services advising that (1) the lowest tender received for the replacement kitchens and bathrooms, 
Blackburn Houses, Phase 1 was that of Campbell Construction Group, Glasgow, in the sum of 
€2,338,253.01; (2) as the tender was in excess of the budget for the project, negotiations had been 
carried out with the company to identify saving; (3) the company had submitted a revised tender in the 
sum of €1,943,349, and (4) the Director of Administration was progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

HEATING REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME 2006/07/08/09 - GAS MAINS INFILL AND GAS MAINS 
CONNECTIONS CONTRACT 

24. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 May 2005 
when, inter alia, approval had been given to (1) the issue of contract documentation for the provision 
of new gas mains, branch supply mains and meters to contractors, and (2) the continuation of the 
existing contract arrangements with Fulcrum Connections until such times as the new contract 
arrangements were in place, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 November 2005 by the 
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Director of Housing and Property Services (a) advising that tenders had been issued to five 
contractors, but that no tender documents were returned; (b) intimating that Fulcrum Connections, 
had confirmed, that although they were unable to conform to the Council's Conditions of Contract, 
they would be willing to carry out the work in line with their current published National Standard of 
Service which was applied to similar domestic/commercial works carried out for other clients and 
other Local Authorities, and (c) proposing that (A) as Fulcrum Connections were the contracting arm 
of Scottish Gas, and to enable the work to proceed, that the Council enter into an ad-hoc partnership 
with Fulcrum Connections, based on their Standard Conditions of Service, and (B) the work be issued 
by works order as required, for the three year period at an estimated total value of f375,OOO. 

Decided: 

(1) that the issue of works orders to Fulcrum Connections, to carry out the contract in accordance 
with their Standard Service Conditions, be approved, and 

(2) that the contract period be for three years at a total estimated total value of f375,OOO. 

HOUSING AND DESIGN SERVICES PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT REPORT QUARTER 3 - 
OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2005 

25. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 November 
2005 when approval had been given to the Corporate Indicators and the additional Housing and 
Design Performance Indicators, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 February 2006 by 
the Director of Housing and Property Services setting out the performance of the Housing and Design 
Services Division of the Department for Quarter 3 - October-December 2005. 

Decided: that the terms of the report in respect of the Performance Indicators be noted. 

REMIT FROM POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 7 FEBRUARY 2006 - 
STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION SCRUTINY PANEL - REVIEW OF HOMELESSNESS 
AND THE LAW 

26. With reference to paragraph 39 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 7 February 2006, when that Committee, having considered a report dated 20 January 2006 by 
the Director of Administration (1) noted the conclusions of the Scrutiny Panel - Strategy and Policy 
Implementation regarding its review of Homelessness and the Law, and (2) remitted the report to this 
Committee for consideration, there was submitted the said report by the Director of Administration 
thereon. 

Thereon, the Director of Housing and Property Services indicated that a detailed response in respect 
of each of the recommendations of the Strategy and Policy Implementation Report on Homelessness 
and the Law, would be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Director of Housing and Property Services submit, to a future meeting of the 
Committee, a report in respect of each of the recommendations of the Strategy and Policy 
Implementation Report on Homelessness and the Law, and 

(2) that otherwise the terms of the report be noted. 
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REMIT FROM THE ECONOMIC REGENERATION COMMITTEE HELD ON 14 MARCH 2006 - 
LANARKSHIRE SOCIAL ECONOMY UPDATE 

27. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of the Economic Regeneration Committee 
held on 14 March 2006, when, inter alia, that Committee, having considered a report dated 14 March 
2006 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) approved the resource allocation of f10,000 
towards the total project costs of the development of a thematic pilot implementing the Public Social 
Partnership model in the repositioning of services to homeless people in North Lanarkshire, and (2) 
remitted the report to this Committee for information, there was submitted the said report by the 
Director of Planning and Environment thereon. 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

PETITIONS 

(1) RESIDENTS OF AN AREA WITHIN THE STEPPS WARD REGARDING ANTI-SOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR WITHIN THE AREA 

28. There was submitted a report dated 9 March 2006 by the Director of Administration advising of receipt 
of two petitions from residents of an area within the Stepps Ward regarding anti-social behaviour 
within the area. 

Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services submit a report on the petitions to a 
future meeting of the Committee. 

(2) RESIDENTS OF HERMISTON PLACE AND WINDSOR ROAD, HOLYTOWN REQUESTING CAR 
PARKING WITHIN THE AREA 

29. There was submitted a report dated 27 February 2006 by the Director of Administration advising of 
receipt of a petition on behalf of residents of Hermiston Place and Windsor Road, Holytown 
requesting car parking within the area. 

Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services submit a report on the petition to a 
future meeting of the Committee. 

CONFERENCES 

30. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 March 2006 by the Director of Administration 
advising that five invitations had been received in respect of attendance at conferences and proposing 
that consideration be given to these invitations. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Council be represented at the following conference:- 

Conference Venue Date 

Affordable Housing in Edinburgh 8 May 2006 
Scotland 

Attendance 

Councillor Jones 

and 

(2) that otherwise no attendance be authorised. 
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