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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this Report is to update Members on the current position relating to the Airdrie to 
Bathgate bus and rail links. 

Airdrie to Bathgate Bus Link 

Following the failure of the SPT to obtain funding for the bus link, and as advised to Members in the 
report of 16 September 2003, Planning and Environment has undertaken to provide the supporting 
infrastructure notwithstanding the decision by the SPT. 

Due to a delay in the supply of bus shelters, installation is now anticipated to begin towards the end 
of February 2004. Having clarified that the relocation of the affected lighting columns at the bus lay- 
by on Weaver Road will not require 'possessions' of the adjacent railway track, design work has been 
completed and a works instruction issued to the term contractor with completion anticipated in March 
2004. 

Airdrie to Bathgate Rail Link 

The report of 16 September 2003 advised Committee of the background to the feasibility study into 
the re-opening of the railway line. 

The Babtie Group has since been appointed as the study consultant and an initial meeting took place 
on 2 December 2003 attended by members of the Area Committee and the Babtie project team. The 
meeting took the form of a short presentation by Babtie followed by questions and discussion 
regarding issues of concern to the members present. Notes from the meeting have been circulated 
to all members. 

The consultants are continuing to progress the numerous, and sometimes complex, elements 
associated with the potential re-opening of a rail line. However, they are having difficulty in obtaining 
existing services information from Network Rail. This includes the signalling layout drawings; 
Permanent Way digitised aerial survey data on the relevant operational lines; Overhead Line 
Equipment masts and wires information; Major Feeder Diagrams for assessment of the proposed 
Power Supplies; and Bridge Engineering records, including those east of Newbridge Junction, to 
assess electrification clearances. In the absence of this information, assumptions are having to be 
made on several important areas with subsequent validation as and when the Network Rail data 
becomes available. There could be a knock-on impact on the timescales for final delivery of the 
report originally programmed for the end of March 2004. 

The re-opening of the line will, potentially, (along with the Edinburgh Airport link proposals), 
necessitate a complete re-timetabling of the Central Scotland rail timetable and impact on capacity 
considerations of the junctions, signalling and track availability from Haymarket to Waverely Station, 
and the routing of electrified services into and through Glasgow Queen Street. This emphasises the 
complexity of this whole project, and the wider implications of the potential re-opening of this rail line. 



3.5 A PR Consultant is in process of being appointed to deal with the consultation aspects associated 
with this study, including: the creation of a website; media monitoring; exhibition boards; phone line; 
identity creation (basic concept); and general public relations work, including handling general media 
activity, road show attendance etc. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 Committee is asked to note: 

a) current progress by Planning and Environment on the provision of the complementary bus 
infrastructure associated with the previous proposals to provide the Airdrie to Bathgate bus 
link; 
the appointment of the Babtie Group as consultants for the feasibility study into the re- 
opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate railway line; 
the nationally strategic issues arising at this stage of the study. 

b) 

c )  

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

6. 
8 January 2004 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact John 
McDonald, Traffic & Transportation Team Leader (Central) on 01 236 81 2368. 


