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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of a petition received 
from residents of Colt Avenue, Coatbridge regarding tree preservation 
within the Townhead area. 

Background 

Coatbridge First Stop Shop received the petition signed by 38 
residents objecting to the method of pollarding carried out on the trees 
within Colt Avenue and requesting the preservation of the remaining 
trees. 

The trees in Colt Avenue were overgrown, impacting heavily on the 
amount of natural daylight in the street, and giving safety concerns due 
to extensive hanging branches and overgrown roots. 

In response to this specialist tree surgeons were requested to visit the 
area and recommend an appropriate course of action. 

As funding was available for the work within the Coatbridge Area Office 
at the end of the financial year 2005/06 the work was issued within a 
short period, notification of the work being carried out was sent to 
residents. 

Current Position 

Throughout April there was contact with the residents, a meeting was 
held on Thursday Ilth May 2006, this meeting was attended by 
residents from Colt Avenue and Officers from Coatbridge First Stop 
Shop and the local councillor. The residents accepted that the 
Department acted correctly based on the information received on the 
nature of the work required; however they still dispute that the method 
of pollarding was the correct method of work. Reports had been 
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received by the department each recommending that three 
dead/dangerous trees required removal and the remaining trees 
required to be cut back by a method known as pollarding. 

Given the differing opinions It was agreed that both parties would 
commission an independent report from qualified tree specialist and 
provide a report on the findings with recommendations on any work 
that may be required to the trees in the future. 

On l!jth June 2006 a further meeting was arranged with the residents 
and this was attended by an independent representative from 
Arboration International who gave a report on his findings following his 
inspection at Colt Avenue, Coatbridge. 

The report advised that the trees will regrow and form new canopies. 
These new canopies should not be regarded as permanent but rather 
as part of a continuing cycle of re-pollarding. 

It is also arboriculturally accepted that pollarding can significantly 
prolong the lifespan of many tree species, the common lime tree, the 
tree in question, is one species in which pollarding has been practised 
successfully for centuries. It is likely that the trees in Colt Avenue will 
continue to grow and thrive for many more years. 

Recommendations 

Committee is asked to note the contents of this report and actions 
taken by the Department to rectify the problems. 

Background Papers 

Background papers are available within the Department. 


