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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval to negotiate the option of 
“Home swap” with the owners of the flats at 3 Airbles Tower and 8 
Whamond Tower Mot herwel I. 

Background 

It is proposed to refurbish both Airbles and Whamond Towers under 
the Councils HRA capital improvement programme. However, due to 
the fact that both owners are unable to fund their share of the costs of 
the improvement work it has not been possible to include these towers 
in the improvement programme which commenced at Anderson, 
Oakfield and Albion Towers in July 2006. 

Discussions have been held with both owners although to date only the 
owner of the house at 3 Airbles Tower has responded in a positive way 
to the possibility of completing a “Home swap” to another suitable 
house of similar value in the central area of Motherwell. Attempts to 
gain an agreement with the owner of the house at 8 Whamond Tower 
will continue. 

Current Position 

A house has been identified at 19 Freesia Court Motherwell as being 
potentially suitable for the owner of the house at 3 Airbles Tower who 
has expressed an interest in the property. 
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The District Valuer has been asked to assess the value of both 
properties. Once a report is received a decision will be taken on the 
payment of any difference in value and steps taken to transfer title to 
the owners name. 

When it is possible similar action will be taken in relation to the owner 
of the house at 8 Whamond Tower. 

Committee should note that any transaction will be subject to consent 
being obtained from the Scottish Executive 
Recommendations 

Committee is asked to approve, in principle, the proposed “Home 
swap” involving the owner of the house at 3 Airbles Tower and agree to 
similar action being taken in relation to the owner of the house at 8 
Whamond Tower whenever possible. 

Background Information 

Background papers are available within the department. 

Thomas McKenzie 
irector of Housing and Property Services 


