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3.1 

Ref: TMcWLK 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval for the provision of grant 
aid to owner-occupiers within Orlit type houses in Croy. 

BACKGROUND 

There are 16 houses identified as being of Orlit construction within Croy. In 2001, 
the Council undertook the re-roofing and re-rendering of the 6 properties then 
remaining in Council ownership. 

At that time, grant aid was offered to the adjoining owners to undertake the works. 
Of the 10 owners, 9 carried out either or both of the re-roofing/rendering works 
with 3 owners choosing to have the re-rendering work carried out by the contractor 
undertaking the work to the Council properties. One owner has bought his 
property since the roofing and rendering work was undertaken. 

In 2005, problems were identified with the render to one of the Council owned 
properties. Investigations were undertaken and it was identified that there were 
issues with regard to the adhesion of the render to the wall structure. 

In addition, the consultants identified that there were also problems relating to the 
condition of the wall ties within the cavity of the wall itself. The report concluded 
that due to the particular property type, the same problems were likely to occur in 
the other Orlit properties and that remedial work was recommended. No problems 
were identified with regard to the roofing work undertaken. 

The original roofing and rendering contract to the Council properties was 
undertaken by Rennie Roofing who have since gone into liquidation and ceased 
trading. Design Services have confirmed that there is no route available with 
regard to pursuing the company for the defects identified relating to the render. 

PROPOSALS 

It is proposed that a contract be undertaken via the HRA Capital Programme to 
carry out the necessary remedial work replacing wall ties and the defective render 
to the 5 Council properties. The details of this contract are the subject of a 
separate report being submitted to this Committee for consideration. 



3.2 It is also proposed that means tested grant aid be made available to the 11 owner 
occupiers with regard to the undertaking to the structural remedial work in relation 
to the replacement of the wall ties. 

The owners would be free to employ their own contractor to carry out this work or 
approach the contractor undertaking the contract to the Council properties. It is 
estimated the costs of this work, based on tenders received for similar type work 
being undertaken by the Council, will be approximately €4000-€6000 per house 
inclusive of VAT. 

3.3 As outlined, there were 3 owners who in 2001 had the render work carried out by 
Rennie Roofing which from visual inspection appears to have been carried out to 
the same specification as that to the Council properties now identified as being 
defective. As the other owners did not appoint the same contractor there is no 
reason to assume that the render of their properties is defective. 

As the 3 owners approached the contractor employed by the Council in good faith 
assuming the work would be carried out to a high standard and no route to claim 
from the original contractor now exists, it is proposed to offer these owners an ex- 
gratia payment towards the cost of replacing the render as a matter of good will. 
As no such route exists for the Council to claim from the original contractor for the 
defective work, it is also proposed to offer the owner who has purchased his 
house since the work was carried out the same ex-gratia payment. The owners 
will be free to approach the contractor carrying out the work to the Council 
properties or employ their own contractor. The owners would be informed this 
payment would be time limited and the replacement render work required to be 
completed within the 07/08 financial year. 

It is estimated the cost of this work will be between €7000-€9,000 inclusive of VAT 
per house. Payment would be made to the contractor appointed by the individual 
owners to carry out the work and would be subject to verification of their costs as 
being appropriate by the Council’s Design Services. With regard to the remedial 
structural work required, the owners will be offered the opportunity to apply for 
means tested grant aid for that element of the work in the same manner as the 
other remaining 7 owners. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 Financial provision will be required within the 2007/08 non HRA Composite Capital 
Programme to fund ex-gratia payments of approximately f36,000 to the 4 owners 
whose homes had the re-rendering carried out by Rennie Roofing as outlined in 
section 3.3 of this report 

4.2 Where owners are eligible within an existing priority grant category (such as 
elderly or in receipt of Disability Living Allowance) funding for the structural 
remedial work can be provided from the relevant budget. However, not all owners 
are likely to meet eligibility requirements for current grant priority categories. It is 
therefore proposed that provision should be made within the 2007108 non HWA 
Capital Programme to provide a new priority category of grant specifically for 
significant remedial structural work that has been identified by the Council. 



The requirement for the structural remedial works is approximately €66,000 or 
less, subject to participants meeting eligibility requirements in other categories; the 
level of owner participation; and grants means-test assessments to determine 
levels of grant required. 

5 RECOMMENDATION 

5.1 It is recommended that Committee: 

a) Approve the provision of additional funding within the 2007/08 non-HRA 
Composite Capital programme to offer ex-gratia payments to the 4 owners 
living within Orlit properties in Croy. 

b) Approve the provision of an additional grant aid category within the 2007108 
non-HRA Composite Capital programme to provide grant aid to owner- 
occupiers living within similar house types surrounding Council properties for 
which significant structural issues have been identified requiring remedial 
work to be undertaken. 

6 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

6.1 Background papers are available from within the Housing & Property Services 
Department. 

T McKenzie 
DIRECTOR OF HOUSING & PROPERTY SERVICES 


