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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to update committee regarding the flooding problems at 142 and 
144 Ailsa Road, Coatbridge. 

Background 

The Committee will recall my previous report dated 13 August 2001 to re-house the tenants 
of 142 and 144 Ailsa Road due to flooding difficulties at this location. 

The Planning and Environment Department is responsible for co-ordinating flooding and 
drainage matters throughout the North Lanarkshire area. In addition to keeping an updated 
flood register, Planning & Environment also design, produce and supervise flood prevention 
and drainage improvement schemes for client departments, including Housing and Property 
Services and they also meet regularly with Scottish Water and SEPA to provide assistance in 
resolving flooding and drainage problems. 

The problem at this location is due to a lack of capacity in Scottish Water’s sewer adjacent to 
these properties. This has been confirmed by the recent hydraulic survey of Scottish Water’s 
sewer network in Coatbridge and Airdrie which identified this, and many other sections of 
sewer in the area as being hydraulically overloaded. Whilst this remedial work has been 
added to Scottish Water’s proposed upgrading scheme at an estimated cost of 21.6 million. 
Scottish Water are unwilling to state when they will be in a position to carry out and finance 
the work. 

In an effort to reduce the flood risk at this location the Planning and Environment 
Department designed and supervised the construction of an attenuation pond to intercept and 
attenuate surface water and ground water run-off from the playing fields adjacent to Rosehall 
Community Centre situated above the overloaded sewer. These works, financed by the 
Department of Community Services at a cost of 222,000 were recently completed with the 
attenuation tank operating efficiently and should reduce the frequency of flooding by 
restricting the rate at which flows from the playing fields enter the public sewer during heavy 
rain fall conditions. 
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This together with Scottish Water’s increased frequency of sewer maintenance and cleaning 
programme should, in the short term, help reduce instances of flooding at these properties 
until Scottish Water complete the upgrading of their sewer system. 

The tenants of both properties have now moved to suitable alternative accommodation and in 
this respect both properties have been appropriately secured. The last known flood at this 
location was on 30 July 2002, unfortunately work to the attenuation pond was not complete at 
that time. 

Recommendations 

After consideration of the opinions made by the Planning and Environment Department and 
Scottish Water, it is recommended that Committee note the content of this report. In addition 
the Department will monitor the efficiency of remedial works carried out at this location with 
a view to reporting back to Committee in March 2003. 

Background Papers 

Available from the Department. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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