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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to update members of the Area Committee on the progress towards 
upgradmg the path around Banton Loch near Kilsyth. 

Background 

The Chief Executive’s Department was contacted in November of 1997 by the Banton and Kelvlnhead 
Senior Citizens Association with a request for financial assistance towards upgrading the public path 
around Banton Loch. The path had fallen into a state of disrepair. 

A representative of the Chief Executive’s Department met with representative’s from the Senior 
Citizens Association to follow up the grant application and discuss issues of ownership of the 
pathways, financial assistance and maintaining any work that was undertaken. 

Establishing Ownership of Pathways 

It was imperative to establish ownership in order that the relevant organisation could be approached 
for permission to undertake improvements. 

Staff at the Council’s Planning and Development Department have so far without success, attempted 
to establish ownership. 

British Waterways (who have responsibility for the Loch), J.B. Bennetts the Builders and Gateside 
Farm have all denied ownership of the pathways. 

Level of Upgrading 

The Conservation Manager from Leisure Services and an Officer from the Chief Executive’s 
Department met with a representative of the Senior Citizens Association in January of this year to 
review the level of upgrading require for the path. 

It was identified that 90 metres of protective railing was required along one stretch of the path in order 
to make it safe and accessible. 

At one end of the path drainage is very poor and there is an open drain making it impossible to pass 
for people with physical impairments or prams. 
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Funding Improvements 

The ori@ grant application for 51,500 by the Senior Citizens Association would not be sufficient to 
h d  improvements. 

A package of h d i n g  in the region of 5 10- 15k would be required. 

An application was made to the National Lottery Small Grants Scheme for assistance, but in March of 
this year the application was rejected. 

Present Position 

Ownership of the pathways has not been established. 

€100 of Community Grant fimding was awarded toward improvements. 

A hrther application will be made by the Banton and Kelvinhead Senior Citizens Association to the 
‘Awards for All’ grant scheme for assistance. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Members: 

Note the content of this report. 

Chief Executive 


