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Date: 14/1/98 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE. COUNCIL 

Ref PJ/SR 

To: LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF LEISURE SERVICES 

REPORT 

ubject: BRIEFING NOTE: PARKS AND 
AMENITY: THE ROLE OF THE 
ECOLOGIST 

I Tnt roduction 

I .  I The purpose of this report is to provide Committee with a briefing note on the work of the 
Ecologist within the Parks and Amenity Division. 

I 3 Backaround - to Ecolooical Work 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

The Parks and Amenity Division has the duty and responsibility of attending to all countryside, 
conservation, and urban greening aspects of concern or interest to the Department of Leisure 
Services. 

The speed, scale and pattern of local economic development in North Lanarkshire, whether new 
housing, industry, mineral extraction, or road developments, are capable of severely damaging 
impacts on the local vegetation and wildlife resource, to the detriment of both biodiversity and 
green spaces for local communities. 

By systematically gathering detailed ecological information on different sites and habitats, it 
becomes possible to pass accurate information and informed comment to the appropriate 
Department in consideration of particular development proposals. Once it is known that site 
part of a site is of ecological value, it is often possible to recommend changes to a development 
proposal to ensure that the site is conserved, or at least damage minimised. 

There are several bird and plant species, and at least one mammal specie and one butterfly 
specie which have become endangered in the Council area. Drawing up action plans for these 
species, and monitoring their survival is a key role if biodiversity is to be maintained. The 
Scottish Office have recently emphasised the Government's commitment to biodiversity, 
originally highlighted at the Earth summit in 1992. Local Authorities in Scotland are now 
required to draw up specific Local Biodiversity Action Plans. 

The developing public interest and awareness of wildlife and conservation issues over the last 
ten years nationally is expected to continue to grow. Responding to public concerns and 
queries by provision of ecological information, and the involvement of schools and groups in 
the collection of local data is an important part of this awareness-raising in North Lanarkshire. 

, 
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3 Current Scone of Ecologist’s Work 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

The systematic collection of ecological data from sites throughout North Lanarkshire is an 
essential compcnent of the Ecologist’s work. All data collected on habitats and species, by the 
Ecologist and other individuals or groups, is entered by the Ecologist in the North Lanarkshire 
Biological Records Centre. The computerised data-base is used as the nationally accepted 
standard for ecological recording. 

Previous Phase 1 habitat surveys and more recent site surveywork is used by the Ecologist to 
check and compile a list of all current and proposed Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation, which within Local Plans Policy, are afforded a degree of protection from 
damaging development. 

Site information within the NLC Biological Records Centre, backed up with site surveys by the 
Ecologist, are used to formulate an appropriate response to Departments who consult with 
Leisure on development proposals. In the last 12 months, the Ecologist has visited 95 sites 
notified by the Department of Planning, specifically 3 1 in Northern Division, 27 in Central 
Division, and 29 in Southern Division. In addition there has been 5 responses regarding 
forestry proposals, and 3 returns to developers or their agents. 

Some of the site visits have discovered rare or unusual plants. For example, the site for the 
development of the new Law Hospital was discovered by the Ecologist to be home to the rare 
Yellow-wort flower, which is unknown from elsewhere in Central Scotland. Steps have been 
taken to ensure its perpetuation by transfer of seed to Perchy Pond Local Nature Reserve. 

Study visits to Ravenscraig development site have revealed several unexpected species, 
i nclud ing : - 

Blue Fleabane; 
Viper’s Bugloss; 
and an unusual inland breeding colony i n  Scotland of the Grayling Butterfly. 

The response to the Ravenscraig Master Plan will include consideration of how these scarce 
species can be conserved, partly by retaining in situ, and partly through transportation for 
attempted ex-situ re-establishment on a safe site. 

In Spring 1997, a project was advertised widely to involve schools and the general public in a 
Bluebell Survey to encourage people to become aware of their local native or sim-natural 
woods. The Ecologist led guided walks in selected woodlands. and will shortly be producing a 
Survey report on the results. 1998 Surveys are being drafted on other species and habitats. 

The two designated Local Nature Reserves owned and managed by the Parks and Amenity 
Division are Perchy Pond, by Wishaw. and Dumbreck Marsh, by Kilsyth. Ecological up-date 
reports on these Reserves are currently being prepared by the Ecologist, and these will be 
submitted to a future Committee. 

The Ecologist will have an important role in the process of drawing up Local Biodiveristy 
Action Plans for key species and habitats in North Lanarkshire. In conjunction with the 
Department of Planning and Development, the first meeting will be held this month to begin 
the process in discussion with Scottish Natural Heritage, Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, and the Scottish Wildlife Trust. Thereafter many other organisations and local 
community groups will have the opportunity to input into the process. 
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3.9 Liaison is maintained with adjacent local authorities, notably South Lanarkshire. This is 
assisted by the Ecologist’s participation on the Committee of the Biological Recording in 
Scotland Campaign (BRISC). North Lanarkshire and its Biological Record Centre are expected 
to become an accredited part of the new National Biodiversity Network being proposed by 
conservation bodies. 

4 Recommendation 

For information only 
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