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%.\e NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

AGENDA ITEM No. ..L.I.WaIO- 

Date. 5/1/98 

ITo: Leisure Senices Committee 

Ref NL PC EDP 
CONSELG 

Subject: K I K S H A W S  SAFE PLAY AREA - 
UPDATE REPORT 

1 .  INTRODUCTION 

1 . 1  A report was submitted to the June 1997 Leisure Services Committee detailing various 
recommendations, one of which was to grant a 20 year lease to the Kirkshaws Safe Play 
Action Group for the construction of a Pia!. Area. 

1 .2  However, as a report submitted to the October 1997 Leisure Services Committee advised, it 
became evident that the National Playing Fields Association [ NPFA] wished the lease period 
to be exqended from 20 years to 99 years or perpetuity. 

1.3 Following recent discussions with the NPFA it is now evident that the NPFA would wish the 
Play Area held on a similar basis to the King George V Memorial Fields in North Lanarkshire, 
with the area of land being held by the Council as Trustees for use as a Play Area in 
perpetuity subject to certain conditions governing its use. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 The main objective of the NPFA is "to secure open space for future generations". To 
achieve this aim a number of King George V Playing Fields were established in the 1930s 
(three of bvhich are located in North Lanarkshire) It is understood that all of the Playing 
Fields are held on a similar basis. 

2.2 For example, the King George V Playing Field in Wishaw was created in 1939. The 
Disposition creating the Playing Field provides that the area is to be held by the Provost, 
Magistrates and Councillors of the Burgh of Mothmyell and Wishaw and their successors as 
Trustees for the inhabitants of Motherwell and Wishaw and the public generally and stipulates 
various conditions regarding the use of the Playing Fields. These conditions can be fully 
summarised as follows:- 

(i) The area is to be used for the purpose of a playing field for public recreation 

(ii) No buildings are to be erected on the area except pavilions, dressing rooms etc. 

(iii) The Trustees (i.e. the Council) shall not have power to sell or otherwise dispose of all 
or any part of the area uithout the consent of the NPFA who may impose such 
conditions as it deems proper. In the event of all or any part of the area being sold. 
the sale proceeds are to be used to improve the remaining ground or to acquire new or 
additional recreation ground. 
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(iv> 

(vi> 

(vi;) 

(viii) 

(is) 

The Trustees shall not have power to borrow money using the area as security except 
for the purpose of maintaining the area as a playing field for public recreation. 

The Trustees have full power to attend to the management of the ground 

All revenue received by the Trustees from the ground is to be applied towards the 
maintenance and improvement of the playing fields and any buildings. 

The Trustees are bound to maintain the playing fields and any buildings in good 
condition and to submit an annual report on the state and use of the ground to the 
NPFA . 

The NPFA shall on the request of the Trustees waive any of the conditions. 

In the event of the area ceasing to be used as a playing field the Trustees shall follow 
the instructions of the NPFA as to the disposal of the area. 

2.3 The NPFA wish a similar scheme to apply to the Play Area. Accordingly the area would be 
conveyed by the Council to the Council as Trustees for use as a Play Area in all time coming, 
subject to various conditions governing its use and disposal similar to those outlined above. 
Accordingly should the Council in the future consider that due to demographic or other 
changes the land should be used for some other purpose. the consent of the NPFA to all 
proposals would have to be obtained. Accordingly it might be felt that the NPFA would have 
a virtual right of veto over all future Council proposals for the site. 

2.4 However, during the recent discussions the NPFA advised that it does not exercise this power 
of veto .unreasonably and is flexible in its approach, with each proposal being considered on 
its merits. To illustrate this approach the NPFA cited recent occasions where it has granted 
its consent to various Council proposals relating to the King George V Memorial Fields in 
North Lanarkshire. In addition the NPFA has advised that it also recently allowed a King 
George V Playing Field in the Western Isles to be utilised for the purpose of building a school 
with an alternative sports field being provided in the immediate locality. 

3. RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee approve the transfer of the area of land involved to the Council 
as Trustees for use as a Play Area in perpetuit!. given the flesibiliq and scope for manoeuvre 
available at any future date. 
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