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To: LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF LEISURE SERVICES 

Date: 26MAY 1998 Ref BRT\PJ\GM 

15 NORTH LANARKSHlRE COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM NO, w .--u44- 

REPORT 

Subject: WILDFLOWER AMENITY AREAS: 
PILOT PROJECT - OFFER OF SNH 
GRANT 

1 Introduction 

1 . 1 . This report outlines progress in establishing a pilot demonstration area of a wildflower-rich 
grassland. as a possible option in suitable areas to intensively maintained ameniq. grassland. 

2.  Backwound 

2.1. 

2.2.  

2.3, 

2.4. 

For more than 15 years. commercial ~vildflower-grass mixtures have been available to Local 
Authorities and others for conversion of amenity sites from heavily-mown grassland to 
infrequently mown wildfloner-rich grassland. 

Although the techniques for establishng and maintaining wildflower-rich grasslands are known, 
there are fen. sites in the Central belt of Scotland which act as good examples of what is 
technically possible. 

With this in mind, the Department entered discussions with British Seed Houses Ltd., a major 
supplier of grass and xildflower seed in UK. Fomierly, BSH were involved in trial plots of 
different wildflower mixes and different maintenance regimes at the Central Scotland Countryside 
Trust’s base at Shotts. It is hoped to build on t h s  experience to establish new pilot 
demonstration areas exhibiting best practice. 

It was intended that the pilot demonstration area would act as an example of what could be 
achieved: the establishment cost, and the maintenance costs, as a possible model for appropriate 
amenity areas elsewhere. If successful, it could act as a model for other environmental 
improvements across North Lanarkshire Council and potentially for other Local Authorities in 
central Scotland. 

3 .  Proiect Progress 

3.1.  British Seed Houses declared themselves interested in these objectives, and would be willing to 
assist in supporting such a project. 

3 2. The grassland site selected for conversion to a wildflomer-rich grassland demonstration area was 
some four hectares of existing coarse grassland within Perchy Pond Local Nature Reserve, by 
Waterloo, Wishaw. It was felt that for a pilot area the Reserve already received staff inputs, was 
popular with residents, and n.ould be an ideal location in \yhicli to encourage additional visitors. 
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3.3 

3.4 

1 -  
.? .3 

3 .6  

3.7 

Soil samples on the proposed areas nere taken and analysed by Scottish Agricultural Colleges, 
and a plan draw1 up for the establishment of five wildflower mixes / treatments to suit. 

Each mix is comprised of up to 20 native wildflower species and 5 native grass species 

To assist in the costs of the project, grant aid was applied for and offered by Scottish Natural 
Heritage, while British Seed Houses offered a concession on the cost of the required seed. 

Work began on site at end April 1998. With the necessary intervals for spraying etc. it is 
anticipated that the sowing of the five wildfloiver /grass mixtures over the demonstration area !vi11 
be completed by mid-June. 

BJ. Autumn 1998, the site should have "greened over" once more mainly with grass species, while 
the first nildflonrer species n-ill have geminated and started their growth. 

The costs are in the region of 21 1,144 made up of contributions in kind (seed) from BSH and 
25,572 from SNH. 

4. Future Maintenance 

4.1. The success of the project will depend on consistency of maintenance of the demonstration area, 
according to the seed mix applied. 

4.2. Monitoring of the project will consider the outcome of wildflower germination, and general 
appearance at different times of year, including the >-ear-on-year maintenance costs. This will 
allow the Department to evaluate visual and financial implications of the wildflower 
demolistration area in comparison with conventionally sown and momn amenity areas of 
grassland. 

5 .  Recommendations 

5 .1 .  For information only 
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