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dTo: LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE Subject: PROPOSED LAND ACCESS AT 
DUMBRECK MARSH LOCAL 
NATURE RESERVE 

From: DIRECTOR OF LEISURE SERVICES 

Date: 26 MAY 1998 Ref BRTPAGM 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 
17 AGENDA ITEM NO. *a*wahh= 

1. Introduction 

1.1.  This report outlines a request for a permanent right of vehicle access across Dumbreck Marsh 
Local Nature Reserve , Kilsyth to permit housing development on an adjacent site. 

-. 7 Proposal 

2.1. A greenfield site of 5.6 hectares which shares a common boundary (north-east) with Dumbreck 
Marsh Local Nature Reserve, Kilsyth, has been proposed for a residential development of 60 
houses. To gain access to this land, the owners require a right of access across a corner of the 
Nature Reserve, which is owned by the Council, and managed by the Department. (refer 
attached plan). 

2.2. A provisional agreement has been reached between the Director of Planning and Development 
and the site owner that North Lanarkshire Council and J.B. Bennett would share 33% of the 
eventual market offer price of f770,OOO. North Lanarkshire Council would stand to gain in 
excess of f130,OOO for permitting access over the Reserve. 

2.3. In addition to paragraph 2.2, the developer has agreed to offer land which they are unable to 
develop. This land lies to the south of the site. Equally, they have offered to develop some 
walkways through the site. 
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3. Backaround 

3.1. Dumbreck Marsh was designated as a Local Nature Reserve in 1993, and following a first 
phase of essential physical works was given a public launch in Spring, 1997. It is one of only 
two Local Nature Reserves in North Lanarkshire. 

3.2. The 5.6 ha of moist grassland adjacent to the Reserve was identified in the Reserve 
Management Plan as an area of potential future addition to the Reserve, and currently acts as a 
green buffer for nesting birds on the east of the Reserve. 

. 

3.3. The road access as required would cross the solum of the old railway line. This could be 
possible as long as foot access along the rail line is maintained through the erection of 
appropriate gates. A proposal to convert the old rail line as a walkway/cycleway between 
Kilsyth through Dumbreck LNR to the Strathkelvin Walkway (Kirkintilloch -Milton of 
Campsie) is currently under discussion with Kelvin Valley Countryside Project. 
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4. Conclusion 

4.1. The Council stand to gain substantial financial return from granting right of access through the 
Reserve to allow the development of this greenfield site although various works would be 
required to be negotiated with the developer. 

5 .  Recommendation 

5.1. That Committee approve a right of access across Dumbreck Marsh LocaI Nature Reserve to 
permit adjacent development, subject to agreements being reached with the developer on 
ground improvements. 




