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To: LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE Subject: RAVENSCRAIG NEWSTART PROJECT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 
THROUGH EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND 
RESIDER GRANT 

From: DIRECTOR OF LEISURE SERVICES 

Date: 26 MAY 1998 Ref: BRTPJIGM 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

1. Introduction 

1.1. This report outlines environmental improvements being conducted in urban woodlands and 
pathways in the Ravenscraig area, with the aid of European funding. 

2. Backoround 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3. 

2.4. 

2.5. 

In August 1997, the Department was contacted by Wisestart Ltd , with a view to suggesting 
Council-owned sites in the area around Ravenscraig which might benefit from a programme of 
environmental upgrading. 

Further discussions clarified that Wisestart had been allocated European Social Fund support 
(including RESIDER grant) as a training provider to tackle unemployment and environmental 
problems in and around the former steel communities adjacent to Ravenscraig Steelworks. 
These are Craigneuk, Wishawhill, Jerviston, New Stevenson and Carfin. 

Wisestart were to proceed by creating Intermediate Labour Market projects for 15 long-term 
unemployed former steel workers or their families, providing 3 8-week work experience, rate 
for the job wages, accredited training to SVQ Level 2, and a target of two out of every three 
trainees progressing to full-time employment. 

Support for the Ravenscraig Newstart Project as defined by Wisestart was available fkom 
Lanarkshire Development Agency , and the Council's Department of Planning and 
Development. 

A number of possible sites and projects were discussed and the first tranche of agreed projects 
which would involve improvementhpgrade works in three selected local sites, namely South 
Calder Woodlands and Walkway (between Calder Park and Forgewood), Riccard Johnstone 
Plantation ( New Stevenson), and Shields Glen (south of Craigneuk). 

3. Proeramme of Works 

3.1. The priorities in each of the three areas were considered and a schedule of works prepared, 
costed and agreed at a total value of &65,5 18: 
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3.2. 

3.3. 

3.4. 

3.5. 

3.6. 

South Calder Walkway: 8 men, 7 weeks 232720 
Riccard Johnstone Plantation: Up-grading of woodlands. 8 men, 6 weeks 223544 
Shield's Glen: Up-grading of walkway 4 men, 3 weeks 29254 

Up-grading of riverside walkway 

The Department has had technical input to date. This "in-kind" support has comprised staff 
time in the design and implementation of the schedule of works and loan or hire of necessary 
plant. 

SAFE Designs were appointed as Planning Supervisors to coordinate the CDM regulations 
covering Health and Safety aspects of the projects. 

The Shields Glen work started in February, and is complete. There has been favourable 
comment from residents since the renovation and clean-up. 

The South Calder Walkway and Riccard Johnstone works started in MarcWApril, and are 
currently on-going. Improvements to pathways, frontage landscaping works, tree and shrub 
thinning, safety handrails, fence and gate repair, and erection of s i p s  and waymarkers are 
among the major items of work. 

Following the upgrade works , the responsibility for maintenance in these areas will return to 
the Leisure Services Department. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1. For information only. 
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