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Motherwell, 10 June 1998 at *. 
 

A Meeting of the LEISURE  SERVICES  COMMITTEE 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Griffin, Convener; Councillor McGhee, Vice-Convener; Councillors Carmichael, Chadha, Curran, 
Hebenton, Lyle, McCulloch,  W. Martin, Moran, Morgan, Nolan, Russell, Shaw and Sullivan. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Griffin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer; Director of Leisure Services and Group Manager (Valuation and 
Cartographic Services). 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Logue, McCabe, H. McGuigan and Saunders. 
 
 

GENERAL 
 
 

MINUTE  OF  MEETING  OF  THE  LEISURE  SERVICES  (GRANTS)  SUB-COMMITTEE  OF  
29  APRIL  1998 
 
1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Leisure Services (Grants) Sub-Committee held 

on 29 April 1998. 
 

Decided: that the Minute be approved as a correct record. 
 
 
 
LEISURE  SERVICES  (GRANTS)  SUB-COMMITTEE  -  DELEGATED  AUTHORITY  TO  DETERMINE  
APPLICATIONS  FOR  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE 
 
2. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 June 1998 by the Director of Administration (1) 

advising that, in terms of the Council’s Scheme of Administration, there is provision for the Leisure 
Services (Grants) Sub-Committee to allocate funds for cultural activities within previously approved 
budget limits; evaluate requests for support for attendance at sports events and for the promotion of 
sports facilities for people with disabilities, and make recommendations to the appropriate 
Committees of  the Council; (2) indicating that, to date, the Sub-Committee had operated without 
delegated authority, a result of which its recommendations required to be approved at a meeting of 
the full Committee or Council and (3) proposing that delegated authority be granted to the Leisure 
Services Grants Sub-Committee to determine on behalf of the Council the matters contained in its 
Terms of Reference. 

 
Decided: that the Council’s Scheme of Administration be amended to provide delegated 

authority to the Leisure Services Grants Sub-Committee to determine the matters 
contained in its Terms of Reference. 

 
 
 

C 
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INCOME  AND  USAGE  STATISTICS:  1  JANUARY  TO  31  MARCH  1998  AND  1 APRIL  1997  TO  
31  MARCH  1998 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee on 11 March 1998, 

there was submitted a report dated 19 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services detailing 
statistical information relating to attendances and income received, where appropriate, at the various 
leisure facilities throughout the North Lanarkshire area during the periods from 1 January to 31 March 
1998 and 1 April 1997 to 31 March 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL  SERVICE  PLAN  -  QUARTERLY  MONITORING  REPORT  -  1  JANUARY  TO  
31  MARCH  1998 
 
4. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 18 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
summarising the extent to which key tasks within his Department’s Service Plan had been achieved 
during the quarter from 1 January to 31 March 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  TOURISM  STRATEGIC  PLAN  PROGRESS  REPORT  -  MARCH  1998 
 
5. There was submitted a report dated 19 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) summarising 

the contents of the Scottish Tourism Co-ordinating Group’s Strategic Plan Progress Report dated 
March 1998 and (2) highlighting activities and attractions within North Lanarkshire which relate to 
target themes within the Plan. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCE  -  “THE  INFORMATION  REVOLUTION:  DEVELOPING  A  CORPORATE  APPROACH  
TO  COMMUNICATION  STRATEGIES” 
 
6. There was submitted an invitation from the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities to be 

represented at its Conference entitled “The Information Revolution: Developing a Corporate 
Approach to Communication Strategies” to be held in Edinburgh on 17 June 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this Conference be authorised. 

 
 

CULTURAL 
 

MOTHERWELL  CONCERT  HALL  -  DISABLED  ACCESS/FIRE  REQUIREMENTS  -  UPDATE 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 June 

1997, there was submitted a report dated 3 June 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services advising 
(1) that the design brief for the works to be carried out to the Motherwell Concert Hall to ensure 
compliance with the disabled access/fire regulation requirements had been completed; (2) that the 
estimated cost of the works, exclusive of Professional Fees and VAT, amounted to £411,288.52; (3) 
that an application for funding towards the works to augment the sum in the Capital Programme had 
been submitted under the National Arts Lottery Capital Projects Programme, the outcome of which 
will be 
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intimated in November 1998, and (4) that the sum of £250,000 was contained within the Capital 
Programme for the project and the refurbishment of the Concert Hall. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted meantime. 

 
 
 
PANTOMIME  1998/99 
 
8. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 June 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

containing proposals for the 1998/99 Annual Pantomime production of “Aladdin” to be held in 
Motherwell Concert Hall from 30 November 1998 to 2 January 1999, and (2) confirming that the 
costs of the Pantomime would be contained within his Department’s estimates. 

 
Decided: that the Committee approve the various proposals for the 1998/99 Annual Pantomime 

production of “Aladdin”, as detailed in the report. 
 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  CRAFTS  ASSOCIATION 
 
9. There was submitted a report dated 28 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) advising that 

one of the key development tasks identified within his Department’s Service Plan was the 
establishment of a North Lanarkshire Craft Association; (2) indicating that a Craft Association 
supported by the former Motherwell District Council had been extended to include Craft Workers 
throughout North Lanarkshire; (3) giving details of its primary role to foster a partnership between 
local Craft Workers and the Council, and (4) summarising the outcome of the Association’s first 
meeting. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
NEW  LIBRARY  -  THE  PEOPLE’S  NETWORK 
 
10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 June 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that the Government had published its response to New Library: The People’s Network on 
16 April 1998, and (2) containing his observations thereon. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that further service developments be planned by the Director of Leisure Services to fit in with 

the proposals for a UK network development and embrace development opportunities as 
they are presented; 

 
(2) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee with the recommendation 

that the terms of the Director of Leisure Services’ report be incorporated in the Council’s 
corporate response on the matter, and 

 
(3) that the terms of the report and the White Paper be noted. 

 
 
 
WELLWYND  CHURCH,  AIRDRIE 
 
(1)  FUTURE  USE 
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11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 
advising that Wellwynd Church, a B Listed Building built in 1847, was purchased in 1995 by the 
former Monklands District Council; (2) indicating that Phase 1 of the renovation of the Church had 
been completed in 1996-97; (3) summarising four options open to the Council in relation to the future 
of the building, and (4) pointing out that two of the options would require capital and revenue funding 
for which no provision had been included in this year’s estimates. 

 
Decided: that consideration be continued pending further reports by the Director of Leisure 

Services on proposals to convert the Church into a Museum to be linked with the 
adjacent Weavers Cottage Museum or a Youth Arts Centre. 

 
 
 
(2)  PETITION  REGARDING  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROBLEMS  AND  ANTI-SOCIAL  BEHAVIOUR  AT   
     WELLWYND  CHURCH  AND  AT  WELLWYND  GARDENS,  AIRDRIE 
 
12. There was submitted a report dated 3 June 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services advising that  a 

petition had been received from residents in and around the area of spare ground at Wellwynd 
Gardens, Airdrie complaining about various environmental problems and anti-social behaviour at this 
location and in the area at the side of Wellwynd Church. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the petition be noted; and 

 
(2) that the Director of Administration advise the petitioners accordingly. 

 
 
 
CUMBERNAULD  MUSEUM  -  UPDATE 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 20 January 

1998 there was submitted a report dated 3 June 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 
summarising the up-to-date position regarding the relocation of Cumbernauld Museum from 
Palacerigg House to Cumbernauld Library; (2) giving details of the main exhibitions to be displayed, 
and (3) advising that the Museum was scheduled to open on 10 August 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
DOORS  OPEN  DAY INITIATIVE  1998 
 
14. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 June 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that Doors Open Day will take place on Sunday, 6 September 1998; (2) explaining that this 
is an annual event promoted by the Civic Trust, intended to raise public awareness of the building 
environment by way of encouraging open access to various designated buildings to highlight the 
architectural, archaeological and cultured history of the area, and (3) detailing a provisional list of 
buildings participating in the venture. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 

PARKS  AND  AMENITY 
 

BEST  KEPT  GARDEN  COMPETITION 
 



LEISURE  SERVICES  –  10 June 1998 
 

 

 

 
5 

15. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 
giving details of the various Best Kept Garden Competitions inherited by North Lanarkshire Council 
from the former Cumbernauld and Kilsyth, Monklands and Motherwell District Councils; (2) proposing 
that a North Lanarkshire Best Kept Garden Competition be operated with a Ward Competition which 
could be grouped together to provide an Area Competition which, in turn, could provide a Council 
wide award with entry to the Competition being by response to an open advertisement in the local 
newspapers; (3) advising that the Director of Housing had indicated that he wished to continue his 
Department’s own Competitions within the local Housing areas in the Motherwell area, and (4) 
indicating that the current Ward Competitions, operated by local Members in Wards 2 and 14, were 
scheduled to continue as in previous years. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the principle of an integrated North Lanarkshire wide Best Kept Garden Competition 

based on Ward, Area and Council wide stages be approved; 
 

(2) that the Competition be open to all residents of North Lanarkshire by application; 
 

(3) that it be noted that the Director of Housing proposed to continue with his Department’s own 
Garden Competitions in the Motherwell area, and 

 
(4) that it be noted that the local Members for Wards 2 and 14 proposed to continue their own 

Competition. 
 
 
 
WILDFLOWER  AMENITY  AREAS  -  PILOT  PROJECT  -  OFFER  OF  SCOTTISH  NATURAL  
HERITAGE GRANT 
 
16. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 

advising (1) of a pilot project taking place at Perchy Pond Local Nature Reserve, Waterloo, Wishaw 
whereby mixed, wildflower seeds had been sown on existing coarse grassland; (2) that the cost of the 
project, which amounted to £11,144 had been met by the receipt of a contribution of seed from 
British Seed Houses Limited and a grant of £5,572 from Scottish National Trust, and (3) that the 
project will be monitored closely throughout the year to allow its overall success to be determined. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted . 

 
 
 
ACQUISITION  OF  SCOTTISH  HOMES’  LAND  AT  HONEYWELL  CRESCENT,  CHAPELHALL 
 
17. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that Scottish Homes had agreed to sell an area of land to the former Monklands District 
Council to facilitate the provision of a new library at Chapelhall; (2) indicating that the valuation of the 
land, prepared by the District Valuer, amounted to £6,500 exclusive of VAT; (3) explaining that the 
transaction between the parties had never been concluded, and (4) recommending the acquisition of 
the site now be concluded. 

 
(1) that the Committee agree to recommend acquisition of the site at Honeywell Crescent, 

Chapelhall from Scottish Homes on the basis of the terms and conditions contained in the 
report, and  

 
(2) that the matter be referred to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 

Sub-Committee for further consideration. 
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PROPOSED  LAND  ACCESS  AT  DUMBRECK  MARSH  LOCAL  NATURE  RESERVE 
 
18. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 June 

1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
(1) advising of a request which had been received from J.B. Bennett and Company, who proposed 
constructing a housing development adjacent to Dumbreck Marsh Local Nature Reserve, Kilsyth, for 
a permanent right of access across a corner of the Nature Reserve; (2) intimating that the Director of 
Planning and Development had entered into negotiations with the Company, and (3) containing his 
observations on the request. 

 
Decided: that a right of access across Dumbreck Marsh Local Nature Reserve, Kilsyth to permit 

adjacent housing development be approved, subject to agreement being reached with 
the Developer on ground improvements. 

 
 
 
TREES  OF  TIME  AND  PLACE 
 
19. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising of a proposed UK wide Millennium Project entitled “Trees of Time and Place”; (2) giving 
details of the proposed Project, which Councils were requested to support, and (3) containing his 
observations thereon. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Council pledge its support for the Project, as requested by the various partnership 

organisations, and 
 

(2) that an initial list of five sites, as detailed in the report, be recommended to the partnership 
as potential tree planting participation sites. 

 
 
 
RAVENSCRAIG  NEWSTART  PROJECT  -  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPROVEMENTS  THROUGH  
EUROPEAN  SOCIAL  FUND  RESIDER  GRANT   
 
20. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 

advising (1) of environmental improvement currently being carried out in urban woodlands and 
pathways in the Ravenscraig area, with the aid of European Social Fund RESIDER Grant by 
Wisestart Limited ; (2) indicating that, in August 1997, he had been contacted by the Company, with 
a view to suggesting Council-owned sites in and around the Ravenscraig area which might benefit 
from a programme of environmental upgrading; (3) that sites at South Calder Woodlands and 
Walkway (between Calder Park and Forgewood), Riccard Johnstone Plantation (New Stevenston and 
Shields Glen (south of Craigneuk) had been identified as suitable areas, and (4) that the total cost of 
the works for which full European Funding had been made available amounted to £65,518 with the 
subsequent responsibility for the maintenance of the areas being the responsibility of his Department 
following the conclusion of the works. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
VENDING  FLOWERS  WITHIN  CEMETERIES 
 
21. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that requests had been received from commercial Florists to sell flowers within Airbles 
Cemetery, Motherwell and Bothwell Park Cemetery, Bellshill; (2) indicating that the Council did not 
have powers to provide such a flower vending service direct to the public, and (3) proposing that the 
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Council give consideration to the proposal that a franchise to sell flowers within the Council’s 
cemeteries be offered to private vendors. 

 



LEISURE  SERVICES  –  10 June 1998 
 

 

 

 
8 

Decided:  
 

(1) that the vending of flowers within North Lanarkshire Council’s eleven Cemeteries be 
approved, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Leisure Services, in conjunction with the Director of Planning and 

Development, make appropriate arrangements to advertise and award appropriate franchises 
on an individual Cemetery basis. 

 
 
 
LAUNCH  OF  WOODLAND  CRAFT  AND  TRAINING  PROJECT 
 
22. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising of the launch, on 28 March 1998, of the Woodland Craft and Training Project at Palacerigg 
Country Park; (2) giving details of the Project which had the support of the Millennium Forest for 
Scotland, and (3) summarising how it was anticipated the project would progress through 1998 and 
beyond. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  NATURAL  HERITAGE’S  REVIEW  OF  ACCESS  FOR  OPEN  AIR  RECREATION 
 
23. There was submitted a joint report dated 10 June 1998 by the Directors of Leisure Services and 

Planning and Development (1) advising that the Government had requested Scottish Natural 
Heritage to consult widely on the Review of Access for Open Air Recreation and to advise on 
appropriate changes to the law required as a result; (2) intimating that the Council’s Public Access 
Working Group, which comprised Officers from the Departments of Leisure Services and Planning 
and Development had prepared a response based on the Council’s own experiences and those of the 
former authorities, and (3) recommending that the Committee approve the proposed response, as 
detailed in the Appendix to the report. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Administration respond on behalf of the Council to Scottish Natural 

Heritage in terms of the report. 
 
 
 
PETITION  -  AREA  AT  150  SPRUCE  ROAD,  ABRONHILL,  CUMBERNAULD 
 
24. There was submitted a report dated 28 May 1998 by the Director of Administration advising that a 

petition had been received from Councillor William Carmichael on behalf of residents living in and 
around the area at 150 Spruce Road, Abronhill, Cumbernauld complaining about various ongoing 
problems at this location. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the petition be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Administration respond in appropriate terms to the petitioners 
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LAND  AT  444/478  ORBISTON  STREET,  MOTHERWELL 
 
25. There was submitted a report dated 10 June 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

seeking authority to declare the area of land at 444/478 Orbiston street, Motherwell, as shown on a 
plan attached to his report, surplus to the requirements of the Department of Leisure Services, and 
(2) summarising the observations by the Director of Leisure Services in relation to the proposal. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the amenity area at 444/478 Orbiston Street, Motherwell be declared surplus to the 

requirements of the Department of Leisure Services, and 
 

(2) that the matter be otherwise referred to the Planning and Development (Building and 
Property) Sub-Committee for determination. 

 
 

SPORT  AND  RECREATION 
 
 

JUNIOR  FOOTBALL  CLUBS  WITHIN  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE 
 
26. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of the Leisure Services (Grants) 

Sub-Committee of 29 April 1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 June 1998 by the 
Director of Leisure Services (1) advising of the existing leasing arrangements in place with regard to 
the seven Junior Football Clubs currently based within North Lanarkshire of which three played on 
Council owned pitches and four on their own grounds; (2) summarising current lease agreements with 
Clubs utilising Council owned facilities; (3) advising that Kilsyth Rangers F.C. received grant 
assistance while using their own ground; (4) indicating that since the lease agreements with the Clubs 
using Council owned grounds had expired, the Director of Planning and Development had initiated 
negotiations with Clubs with a view to renewing these leases, and (5) highlighting the anomalies 
which currently exist with regard to grant assistance to Junior Football Clubs in North Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that consideration be continued pending a further report by the Director of Leisure Services, 

and 
 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
Councillors Carmichael and Lyle declared an indirect pecuniary interest in the following item of 
business. 
 
 
BOWLING  CLUBS  WITHIN  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE 
 
27. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 31 January 

1996, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
(1) advising that at re-organisation, the Council had assumed responsibility for 26 Bowling Clubs, 
thirteen of which were the subject of a lease agreement; (2) summarising the differences between 
these lease agreements; (3) highlighting various operational anomalies between the Clubs; (4) 
indicating that requests had been received from three of the Clubs that the Council consider selling 
the facility to them, and (5) expressing concern that five of the non-leased Clubs did not provide for 
equal voting rights for women. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that consideration be continued pending further reports by the Director of Leisure Services in 
consultation with the Director of Planning and Development where appropriate in relation to:- 

 
 (a) the re-assessment of lease arrangements when appropriate; 
 

 
(b) the re-assessment of the rental agreements currently in place, taking full account of 

local circumstances; 
 
 
(c) the establishment of a policy with regard to the sale of Club premises which would 

incorporate the right of public access, and 
 
(d) the review of the position with regard to Clubs which currently do not comply with the 

Council’s Equal Opportunities Policy, and 
 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 

 
 
PROMOTION  OF  PHYSICAL  ACTIVITY  IN  PRIMARY  HEALTH  CARE 
 
28. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 October 

1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
(1) providing an update on the progress made with regard to his Department’s commitment to the 
development of the promotion of Physical Activity in Primary Health Care in partnership with 
Lanarkshire Health Board; (2) reminding Members that the initial three month pilot scheme had been 
funded entirely by the Board at a cost of £3,000; (3) intimating that the Board intended to extend the 
scheme to all GP Practices throughout Cumbernauld and Kilsyth at a cost of £10,000, and (4) 
proposing that, in view of the success of the initial pilot scheme, the Council continue to support the 
Health Board in promoting primary health care through physical activity. 

 
Decided: that the Committee note:- 

 
(1) the terms of the report, and 

 
(2) that the Council continue to support Lanarkshire Health Board in promoting Primary Health 

Care through Physical Activity. 
 
 
 
SHOTTS  LEISURE  CENTRE  -  MAINTENANCE  CLOSURE 
 
29. There was submitted a report dated 18 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) advising of 

the temporary closure of Shotts Leisure Centre between Thursday, 11 June and Friday, 26 June 1998 
to enable necessary repairs and maintenance work to be carried out , and (2) indicating that the 
timing of the closure would ensure that the facility would re-open prior to the school summer holiday 
period. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
SPORT  21  -  NOTHING  LEFT  TO  CHANCE 
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30. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 19 March 
1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 May 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
(1) advising that a strategy document produced by the Scottish Sports Council entitled “Sport 21 - 
Nothing Left to Chance” had been launched on 28 April 1998; (2) advising that the document had 
been commended to the Secretary of State for Scotland as a comprehensive framework to take 
Scottish sport towards the new millennium and beyond; (3) summarising the main points of the 
document, and (4) containing the observations of the Director of Leisure Services thereon. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the approach set out in the strategy document produced by the Scottish Sports Council 

entitled “Sport 21 - Nothing Left to chance” be endorsed, and 
 

(2) that the sport planning process proposed in the document be implemented within the 
forthcoming Leisure Plan. 

 
 
 
BROWNSBURN  DEVELOPMENT  -  UPDATE 
 
31. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998, the Director of Leisure Services advised that the report on the proposed Brownsburn 
Development had not, to date, been finalised. 

 
Decided: that consideration be further continued to a special meeting to be held on Tuesday, 

23 June 1998 at 11 am and that the Director of Leisure Services submit a report to that 
meeting. 

 


