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1. Introduction 

This report provides details of the recent addition of a Medieval Treasure Trove find to the museums 
collections. 

2. Background 

Treasure Trove 

The law relating to Treasure Trove in Scotland is that newly discovered ancient objects, whether 
precious metal or not, are the property of the Crown. Although the Crown does not always exercise its 
claim, all objects must be reported and it is the responsibility of the Crown Office (The Queens and 
Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer) to ensure that these finds are protected and allocated to the 
appropriate place for safe keeping. 

The Crown Office is advised on such matters by the Treasure Trove Advisory Panel which is 
administered by the National Museum of Scotland. 

A list of items to be considered by the Treasure Trove Advisory Panel is published and made available 
to museums by the Scottish Museums Council. Museums are invited to submit claims for any relevant 
items and the panel will consider all applications and make recommendations to the Crown Office. It is 
usual for their recommendations to be accepted. 

The Treasure Trove panel must be satisfied that the bidder is able to provide the security of care that 
the object requires. Where an object is considered to be of national importance, the Panel may 
recommend placement in the National Museum of Scotland. Otherwise, a bid received from a local 
museum will be considered, providing the required security of care can be provided. 

3. The Medieval Fede ring 

This ring was found in the area of Rigghead somewhere between Airdne and Cumbernauld and as it is 
fairly large it is thought to have belonged to a man. 

In April an application was submitted by North Lanarkshire for the ring. The Treasure Trove Panel 
recommended that it be offered to NLC and a reward of E500 be paid to the finder. Rewards based on 
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the market value of the find are paid from the Queen’s and Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer but costs 
must be met by the recipient museum; therefore the ring has in effect been purchased by North 
Lanarkshire Council for the reward value. 

The ring will be added to the museum collection and displayed when appropriate. 

4. Recommendation 

This report is for information only. 

--. 
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