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EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 30 SEPTEMBER 1998 

LOCAL BlODlVERSllY ACTION PLANS FOR NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

21. There was submitted a report dated 30 September 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development (I) advising Members of the progress being made in developing Local Biodiversity 
Action Plans in North Lanarkshire; (2) seeking endorsement of continued action; (3) outlining the 
background and the position to date, and (4) recommending appropriate action. 

- 

Decided: 

(1) that the progress being made towards developing Local Biodiversity Action Plans jointly 
between the Departments of Planning and Development and Leisure Services be endorsed; 

(2) that the involvement of other Council Departments as part of the Council’s commitment to 
sustainable development and Local Agenda 21 be approved, and 

(3) that it be noted that the report had been remitted to the Leisure Services Committee for its 
interest. 
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To: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Subject: 

LOCAL BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS FOR 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

Purpose of ReDort 

Date: 30 September 1998 

1. The purpose of this report is to advise members of the progress being made in developing Local 
Biodiversity Action Plans in North Lanarkshire and to seek endorsement of continued action. 

Ref CJKEL 

Background 

2. Biodiversity is the total variety of living organisms (plant and animal) including their genetic variety 
and the variations in the ecosystems supporting all of these . There is mounting international 
concern over the rate of loss of h s  living resource, most notably in connection with tropical forest 
destruction. Even in the UK, a number species and habitats are seriously threatened by various 
developments. 

3. The crucial role of land-use planning in helping to protect and enhance biodiversity is explicitly 
stated in para. 4 of the Draft NPPG on Natural Heritage:- 

“At the UN Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio in 1992, the United 
Kingdom signed the Biodiversity Convention, which requires that the components of the Earth s 
biological diversity should be used in ways which do not lead to their long-term decline. The 
commitments contained in the Convention are reflected in the UK and Scottish programmes for 
sustainable development which accord the planning system an important role in the protection 
ofthe natural environment and maintenance of biodiversity. Practical measures designed to 
safeguard biodiversity are set out in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and the Report of the UK 
Steering Group on Biodiversig. In Scotland, the Biodiversip Group is taking these forward. ’’ 

4. These panels of experts have begun to draw up national Action Plans for both species (e.g. 
Corncrake, Water Vole) and habitats (e.g. reedbeds, Scots Pine woodland). Several of the national 
priority species (e.g. Skylark, Great Crested Newt) have populations in North Lanarkshre and some 
of the priority habitats (e.g. lowland raised bogs and floodplain grazing marshes) also occur here. 

Such plans can most effectively be implemented at the local level, therefore, in 1997 the Scottish 
Ofice produced a manual on how to develop the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) process. 
Further guidance has been provided by the Local Government Management Board (LGMB). 

5 .  

43 

6 .  The experience of the pilot projects has shown that LBAPs will attract more widespread support if 
the local authority takes a lead role. The objectives and outputs of the process suggest that a key 
service area to co-ordinate the process is planning. In North Lanarkshre the Department of Leisure 
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Services identified the production of LBAPs as an important aspect of their Service Plan while the 
Department of Planning and Development Service Plan contains a commitment to pursue sustainable 
development. Consequently the two Departments have been worlung in partnershp to establish a 
framework to take the process forward. 

7 .  A number of Scottish local authorities are developing LBAPs including the neighbouring authorities 
of Glasgow City Council, South Lanarkshire Council (a Scottish Office pilot area) and West 
Lothian Council. 

Function of Local Biodwersity Action Plans 

8. “The purpose of Local Biodwersity Action Plans is to focus resources to conserve and enhance 
biodiversity by means of local partnerships, taking account of both national and local priorities” (1) 

The functions of LBAF’s are:- 
I .  To ensure that national targets for species and habitats, as specified in the UK Action Plan, 
are translated into efsective action at the local level. 

2. To idenofi targets for species and habitats appropriate to the local area (i.e. North 
Lanarkshire) and reflecting the values ofpeople locally. 

3. To develop effective local partnerships to ensure that programmes for biodiversity 
conservation are maintained in the long-term. 

4. To raise awareness of the need for biodiversity conservation in the local context. 

5. To ensure that opportunities for conservation and enhancement of the whole biodiversity 
resource are f i l ly  considered. 

6. To provide a basis for monitoring progress in biodiversity conservation at both local and 
national level. (2) 

ImDortance of the Function 

9. The Environmental Strategy in the Corporate Plan aims to create a sustainable future for North 
Lanarkshire particularly by adopting a balanced approach to environmental matters to ensure that 
the development needs of the area and environmental concerns are progressed in a compatible way. 
The LBAP process can help informed decisions to be made to ensure an appropriate balance is 
achieved. 

10. Clearly the presence of wildlife and plants (even in our gardens) matters to very many people and 
enriches the lives of most people, particularly children and senior citizens. At least 5 million people 
in the UK are members of national or local organisations involved in nature or landscape 
conservation and management. The level of interest in North Lanarkshire is though to be 
proportionately lower, however, the Council area does include some nationally-important resources 
for biodiversity (Great Crested Newt, peatbogs) and locally-popular features such as Badgers, 
“Bluebell woods” and in particular lochs and rivers for fishulg. 

1 1. Many of the fauna and flora and their habitats continue to be under threat from development or other 
pressures and LBAPs for a number of these may be the only way of ensuring their survival locally. 
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The Process 

12. The Departments of Leisure Services and Planning and Development have developed a framework 
for managing the process whlch is outlined below and was agreed by Steering Group participants on 
13 August 1998. 

Obiective: 
The purpose of Local Biodiversity Action Plans in North Lanarkshre is to focus resources to - -  
conserve and enhance the biodiversity resource by means of local partnershps, taking account of 
both national and local priorities. 

Steerinp Group: 
A Steering Group has been set up comprising a wide variety of land-owning and management 
interests in North Lanarkshre. It is intended that this wider partnership will guide the objectives, 
actions and delivery of the LBAP process. 

Core Group: 
A Core Group has been set up comprising representatives of organisations whch have a major role 
in delivering biodiversity objectives as part of their worlung remit, and whch are willing to share 
workloads and resources in progressing and servicing the process. 

The LBAP Process: 
Following the establishment of the local partnershp groups, and agreed objective, the main elements 
in progressing the Local Biodiversity Action Plan are:- 

Reviewing the wildlife resources of the area 
Contributing to the biodiversity data-base 
Identifylng priorities within a national and local context 
Setting specific targets and proposals for action 
Identifylng appropriate mechanisms to finance and deliver the proposed action 
Producing and publishing plans 
Implementing agreed programme of action 
Establishment and contributing to a long-term monitoring programme 

It is anticipated that the contribution and involvement of all partners will be required (in Steering 
Group and in Core Group) for the successhl development and implementation of local plans. 

Additional to this is the recognised need for a pre-agreed timetable for the above action programme. 

Relationship of Groups: 
The Steering Group will consider, guide and provide a range of expertise on all aspects of the 
LBAP process. 

The Core Group will produce topic reports and recommendations for consideration by the Steering 
Group, and service the process by implementing agreed actions. 

It is anticipated that the Steering Group will approve the formation of temporary Technical Groups, 
whch will comprise working groups of partners to progress particular Action Plans (e.g. a 
particular habitat group; a species group; an education group, etc). These Sub-Groups will report 
back to the Steering Group, with detailed information also to the Core Group. 
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Membership: 
It is anticipated that membership of the Steering Group will be dynamic and evolve over time. A 
wide range of land-management interests are currently represented, and it is anticipated that local 
community interests will also be invited to participate in the process. 

The Steering Group will meet at least three times per year for the initial action phase, being chaired 
by the Leisure Services Department, and Planning and Development Department of North 
Lanarkshre Council. 

Communications: 
The Core Group will ensure that Steering Group partners receive information sufficiently in advance 
of meetings to allow for open and informed discussion. 

A timetable was agreed:- 

* Initial review of Habitats and Species 
BY Steering Group meeting 

Aug ‘98 

0 Production of Natural Heritage Leaflet Aug ‘98 Aug ‘98 

0 Report to NLC Committees Sept ‘98 

0 Prioritisation of Habitats & Species (followed by start Nov ‘98 Nov ‘98 

0 Production of Biodiversity Consultation Report Apr ‘99 Apr ‘99 

on drafting Action Plans 

(Public/Forum/Seminar) 

0 Community responses Jul‘99 Jul ‘99 

0 Main drafting of Action Plans by Core group and 
SubGroups 

Nov ‘99 

0 Production and distribution of LBAP Plans March 2000 March 2000 
(second Forum) 

April 2000 onwards - Drafting and review of new Plans, 
followed by implementation and monitoring 

Steering Group once/year 
Core Group twice/year 

The first three action points have now been dscharged and leaflets are now available in libraries, 
community facilities and the Members’ Library. 

Recommendations 

13. It is recommended that the Committee:- 

(a) endorses the progress being made towards developing Local Biodiversity Action Plans 
jointly by the Departments of Planning and Development and Leisure Services 

(b) recommends the involvement of other Council Departments as part of the Council’s 
commitment to Sustainable Development and Local Agenda 2 1 
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(c) notes that this report has also been placed before the Leisure Services Committee. 

StanlevC. Y! ook 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

11 SeDtember 1998 

For further donnation pIease contact Cathy Johnston on 01236 61625 1 ( P l d g  and Development) 
or Brim Thomson on 01236 78063 (Leisure Services). 

List of Background Papers 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Biodiversity: the UK Steering Group Report 1995 (HMSO) 
Guidance for LBAPs (1: An Introduction) LGMB-UK Local Issues Advisory Group, 1997 
Local Biodiversity Action Plans - a Manual, Scottish Office November 1997 
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