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EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 30 SEPTEMBER 1998 

PARTICIPATORY APPRAISALS ON PATHS IN THE AlRDRlE AREA 

22. There was submitted a report dated 30 September 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development (1) outlining recent participatory appraisal studies recording the views of residents in 
the Airdrie area, on their interests in paths in their area for walking, cycling and horse riding, and (2) 
recommending appropriate action. 

Decided: 

(1) that the report be noted, and 

(2) that it be noted that further reports detailing the analysis of the Airdrie Access Participatory 
Appraisals will be produced early 1999, and 

(3) that it be noted that the report had been remitted to the Leisure Services Committee for its 
interest. 

EXPD3OSE.DOC 
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To: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Subject: 

PARTICIPATORY APPRAISALS ON PATHS IN 
THE AIRDRIE AREA 

Date: 30 September 1998 

Introduction 

Ref: CWKEL 

1. This report outlines recent participatory appraisal studies recording the view of residents in and 
around Airdrie on their interest in paths in their area for walking, cycling or horse-riding. 

Background 

2. Local access is an important issue for many people. Every week more than 2 million walks are 
taken in the Scottish countryside, 65,000 people go horseriding, and off-road cycling is increasing 
in popularity at a tremendous rate. 

3. In order to provide services and resources that are wanted and will be used, it is important to 
consult local people. With regard to access, it is necessary to know where people walk, cycle and 
horseride at present, and where they would like to walk in the future. It is also important to know 
why they do these activities. Participatory appraisal is a form of consultation which can allow 
local people to contribute to both the planning and implementation of building new paths and 
tracks, or encouraging more people to travel sustainably. 

The Proiect 

4. North Lanarkshire Access Working Group, comprising of officers from the Planning and 
Development and Leisure Services Departments, secured funding for a pilot project, using 
Participatory Appraisals to look at countryside access, within the Airdrie Woodlands area. It is 
the first project of its kind in Britain to use this approach to look at public access. This was a 
partnership project, with support from Paths for All Partnership, Lanarkshire Development 
Agency and the Central Scotland Countryside Trust. North Lanarkshire Council contribution 
involved officer time in project development and organisation. 

5. Participatory Appraisal describes the type of approaches and methods which can be used to 
consult people about their local issues. Each Participatory Appraisal process uses “tools” 
carefully selected to achieve defined objectives. The tools used are visual - including creating 
maps, timelines, seasonal calendars and listing and ranking exercises. People of all ages can 
participate equally. 

6. The consultants, Scottish Participatory Initiatives (SPI) were appointed to undertake six 
Participatory Appraisals (PAS) in six identified areas in and around Airdrie. The approach used a 
wide cross-section of people to share and analyse their knowledge, in this case relating to paths for 
cycling, walking and horseriding. 

I:\SS\CORRES\CWALKER\REPORTVAS.DOC 
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Proiect Aims 

7. The aims of the project were:- 

0 To produce information and evidence for developing a North Lanarkshire Access strategy 
and for supporting the work of the Airdrie Woodlands Initiative, the North Calder 
Heritage Trail project, the national Glasgow-Edinburgh cycle route, and local initiatives 
Assess the success of recent works in the area 
Act as a demonstration project to:- 
+ 

+ 
+ 

0 

0 

Promote the need for, and good practice in, community consultation for 
countryside access - including walking, cycling and horseriding 
Assess the appropriateness of PAs as a technique for achieving this 
Produce a report for further dissemination amongst practitioners, which 
demonstrates the effectiveness and reproducibility of the technique 

Proi ect Obi ectives 

8. SPI were asked to find out:- 

0 Where people walk, cycle and horseride. (Past and present routes, destinations, mode of 

Why people walk, cycle, horseride. (Purpose of using specific routes, reasons for 

Why people do not walk, cycle, and horseride 
What would encourage people, or enable people to walk, cycle and horseride? How, 

Where possible, who owns the identified access routedareas 
Who might contribute to the development/management of the access network or walking, 

How best can the project partners keep in touch with local people. (Feedback on 

transport, frequency of use) 

recreational use) 
0 

0 

0 

where and when this could be achieved, and by whom 
0 

0 

cycling or horseriding initiatives. (Skills audit of local groupslindividualsibusinesses - 
including physical works, interpretation, events) 

information given and about future works/proposals) 
0 

9. Other requirements:- 

0 

0 

Work with a wide cross section of people (e.g. agelgenderiemployment status) 
Provide information, where appropriate, which is easily transferable to the Council GIS 

Not to raise unrealistic expectations 
mapping system 

0 

Project Outline 

10. Project Area : Airdrie Woodlands Initiative area and Airdrie Town itself. 

1 1. The locations for the individual PAS were as follows:- 

Location of Gatherings 
1.  Plains 
2. Greengairs (and Wattston) 
3. Petersburn 
4. Glenmavis 
5. Chapelhall (and Calderbank) 
6 .  Clarkston 

Outreach Work 
Plains 
Greengairs (and Wattston) 
Airdrie South and Airdrie Town Centre 
Glenmavis and Thrashbush 
CalderbanWChapelhall 
Airdrie East and Airdrie Town Centre 

I:\SS\CORRES\CWALKERVEPORT\PAS.DOC 



51 

12. Each PA lasted a minimum of 2 days and included one open meeting, outreach work in the locality 
or identified area, an exhibition of people’s contributions, and report writing. 

13. To achieve the widest community participation a whole range of places were visited, including 
schools, meeting places of community groups and organisations, and informal discussions in 
public places, including in streets and public houses. 

14. Participation was extended to include where possible a wide spectrum of residents interested in 
walkinglcyclinghorseriding - from the activist to the non-walker/cycIist/horserider, a wide age 
range, and residents who are in or out of employment. 

Proiect Results 

15. A report has been produced for each of the six PAS. Copies of the reports are being distributed to 
the project partners and local community groups by the Council’s Access Working Group. The 
Paths for All Partnership intend to send copies to other interested organisations as an example of 
good practice. 

16. The next stage of the project will involve an analysis of the reports. This information should be of 
use to Council Departments, other agencies and local people as a sound basis for future action. It 
should also help to guide an Access Strategy for North Lanarkshire. 

Recommendations 

17. It is recommended that the Committee note:- 

(a) this was a successful project giving an insight into the public perception of access and will 
be of great benefit when prioritising future works; 

(b) this is an effective public consultation tool, identifying local needs, issues and 
opportunities; 

(c) copies of all the reports are available in the Members library; 

(d) a further report detailing the analysis of the Airdrie Access Participatory Appraisals will 
be produced early in 1999, and 

(e) this report is also being placed before the Leisure Services Committee. 

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

15 September 1998 

For further information please contact Craig Walker on 01 236 6 16247, Frank Coogans on 0 1236 8 12392 
or Sarah Watts, Leisure Services on 01236 780636. 




