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Motherwell, 21 October 1998 at 10 am. 
 

A Meeting of the LEISURE  SERVICES  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McGhee, Convener; Councillor Smith, Vice-Convener; Provost Mathieson; Councillors Logue, 
McCulloch, W. Martin, Moran, Morgan, Nolan, Saunders, Scott and Shaw. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McGhee (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer; Head of Cultural Services; Head of Sport and Recreation; Head of 
Personnel Services, and Senior Accountant, Finance Department. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Chadha, Coyle and Sullivan. 
 
 
LEISURE  SERVICES  (GRANTS)  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Leisure Services (Grants) Sub-Committee of 

2 September 1998. 
 

Decided: that the Minute be noted and approved. 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENT  OF  LEISURE  SERVICES  -  FINANCIAL  MONITORING  REPORT  1998/99  -  1  APRIL 
TO  16  AUGUST  1998 
 
2. There was submitted a report dated 30 September 1998 by the Director of Finance advising of the 

current departmental spending levels for the period from 1 April to 16 August 1998 and providing a 
comparison with the approved budget, excluding loan charges, Central Administration recharges and 
the Central Repairs Account. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
ANNUAL  AUDIT  OF  ACCOUNTS  1996-97 
 
3. Under reference to the Minute of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 3 September 1998 

in relation to (1) the final report prepared by Messrs Price Waterhouse, the external auditors of the 
Council, on completion of the audit of accounts for 1996/97, being the first operational year of North 
Lanarkshire Council, and (2) the audited accounts of the Council, Direct Labour and Direct Service 
Organisations for the year 1996/97, there was submitted (a) Minute extract of the decision of the 
Finance Committee, and (b) a report (docketed) by the Director of Leisure Services addressing those 
Leisure Services related matters which had been identified by Messrs Price Waterhouse. 
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Decided: that the matter be noted. 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1)  “RAISING  OUR  GAME” 
 
4. There was submitted an invitation from the Scottish Tourist Board to be represented at its conference 

entitled “Raising Our Game” to be held in Glasgow on 6 October 1998. 
 

Decided: that the attendance of Councillor Smith at this conference be homologated. 
 
 
 
(2)  “VALUE  SPORT” 
 
5. There was submitted an invitation from the Institute of Sport and Recreation Management to be 

represented at its conference entitled “Value Sport” to be held in Torquay from 13-15 October 1998. 
 

Decided: that it be noted that no Member had attended this conference. 
 
 
 
(3)  “THE  AGENDA  FOR  LEISURE” 
 
6. There was submitted an invitation from the Association of Direct Labour Organisations to be 

represented at its conference entitled “The Agenda for Leisure” to be held in London on 
25-26 November 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
ABSENCE  MANAGEMENT  POLICY  -  MONITORING 
 
7. Under reference to the Minute of the meeting of the Personnel Services Committee of 3 September 

1998, there was submitted a Minute extract and report by the Head of Personnel Services providing 
statistics on absence within the Department of Leisure Services for the period from April to 
December 1997.   The Head of Personnel Services was heard in explanation of various statistics 
contained within the report. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 

PARKS  AND  CATERING 
 
DUMBRECK  ROAD,  KILSYTH  -  RIGHT  OF  ACCESS 
 
8. Under reference to the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Development Committee of 

9 September 1998, when it had been remitted to this Committee to consider a proposal to grant a 
right of access over land, or dispone an area of land held partly in the Council’s ownership in the 
account of the Department of Leisure Services which was required to allow a residential development 
on an adjoining 5.6 hectares site and from which the Council would gain a capital receipt, there was 
submitted an excerpt of that Minute together with the report by the Director of Planning and 
Development referred to therein. 

 
Decided: that the Committee approve the proposal for its interests. 
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LOCAL  BIODIVERSITY  ACTION  PLANS  FOR  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE 
 
9. Under reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Development 

Committee held on 30 September 1998, there was considered the remit from that Committee 
together with the report relating thereto by the Director of Planning and Developing advising of the 
progress being made by the Council in developing local biodiversity action plans for North 
Lanarkshire and outlining (1) the function of local biodiversity action plans; (2) the relevance of these 
plans to the Council’s environmental strategy in terms of its Corporate Plan; (3) the approach which 
had been taken by the Departments of Leisure Services and Planning and Development to 
developing a framework for the process, and (4) providing a timetable for production of the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
PARTICIPATORY  APPRAISALS  ON  PATHS  IN  THE  AIRDRIE  AREA 
 
10. Under reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Development 

Committee of 5 September 1998, there was considered the remit from that Committee together with 
the report relating thereto by the Director of Planning and Development regarding a project to assess 
paths for walking, cycling or horse riding in the Airdrie area and detailing (1) the background to the 
project; (2) the formation and composition of a North Lanarkshire Access Working Group which had 
recently been established with representatives of both the Planning and Development and Leisure 
Services Departments in order to secure funding for a pilot project to establish countryside access; 
(3) providing details of the aims, objectives and aspirations of the project, and (4) giving details of the 
project results. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
COLZIUM  HOUSE  DRAINAGE  AND  REPAIRS  TO  ROADS  AND  FOOTPATHS  IN  CEMETERIES 
PHASE  2 
 
11. There was submitted a report dated 16 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest offer to undertake drainage and repair works to roads and 
footpaths at various cemetery locations at the Colzium House Estate was that of J H Civil 
Engineering, Airdrie, in the sum of £50,038.30, and (2) the Director of Administration was now 
progressing the matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
NATURAL  HERITAGE  LEAFLET 
 
12. There was submitted a report dated 29 September 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) regarding  the production of a leaflet by the Departments of Leisure Services and Planning and 
Development on North Lanarkshire’s Natural Heritage sites; (2) advising that Scottish National 
Heritage had agreed to fund 50% of the printing costs, and (3) indicating that it was proposed to 
circulate the leaflet in civic buildings, libraries and other leisure outlets in order to encourage the 
public access of key sites. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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CENTRAL  SCOTLAND  COUNTRYSIDE  TRUST  -  COMMUNITY  INVOLVEMENT  PLAN - 
“CONNECTING  PEOPLE  AND  THE  FOREST” 
 
13. There was submitted a report dated 29 September 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services regarding 

the publication of the Central Scotland Countryside Trust (CSCT) Community Involvement Plan 
which (1) sought to provide a clear definition of how CSCT intended to involve the community in the 
development of the Central Scotland Forest; (2) advised of a project award scheme and network 
grouping in order to enhance communication between groups involved in the promotion of the forest, 
and (3) detailed the Council’s involvement in partnership projects with CSCT at a Community level at 
Community Nature Parks at Plains, Caldercruix and Shotts amongst other projects. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Leisure Services submit a report on the level of support provided by his 

Department to the Plains Community Nature Park, and 
 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 

SPORTS  AND  RECREATION 
 

APPLICATION  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  SEEKING  IDENTIFICATION  OF  A  BATHING 
WATER 
 

14. There was submitted (1) a letter dated 11 June 1998 from the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Fisheries of the Scottish Office regarding the criteria to be applied by the Bathing 
Water Review Panel on applications made seeking the identification of a bathing water, and (2) a 
report (docketed) by the Director of Leisure Services (a) providing details of the background to the 
Scottish Office proposals; (b) giving details of the current situation in relation to waters within the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Leisure Services in North Lanarkshire, and (c) recommending that 
for reasons of public safety bathing be discouraged at those sites identified in the report, being 
Strathclyde Loch, Strathclyde Park and Broadwood Loch, Cumbernauld. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Committee note the invitation to submit applications for the identification of a bathing 

water; 
 

(2) that the Committee agree not to nominate either Strathclyde Loch or Broadwood Loch for 
designation as a bathing water, and 

 
(3) that the Scottish Office be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
ADDITIONAL  SWIMMING  TEACHER  POSTS 
 
15. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 29 September 1998 by the Director of Leisure 

Services regarding the swimming development strategy document statement adopted by the Council 
and (1) proposing that, to meet the objectives of the programme, two additional Swimming Teacher 
posts at grade AP1 be created, and (2) advising that it was intended that these posts would be 
self-financing. 

 



LEISURE  SERVICES  –  21 October 1998 
 

 

 

 
1949 

Decided:  
 

(1) that it be recommended that two additional Swimming Teacher posts be created at Grade 
AP1 as detailed in the report, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 


