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This report summarises the findings of the 1996/97 Survey of Local Authority Expenditure on the Arts 
conducted by the Scottish Arts Council and COSLA. 

Backoround 

This is the third survey of local authority expenditure on the arts conducted by Scottish Arts Council 
and Cosla and the first survey post local government re-organisation. 

Although some comparisons are made with a previous survey in 1994/95, changes in the structure of 
local government; and different survey methods make direct comparison problematic. 

Summary of Findings 

These consider direct arts provision expenditure under four main headings: 

0 venues 
0 staff costs 
0 promotions 
0 other expenditure 
0 income generated both through direct grant provision and support in kind. 

ComDarative Position of North Lanarkshire 
Per Capita Revenue Expenditure 

From the information available it would appear that North Lanarkshire spent 25.50 per head net on 
direct provision which was less than the L6.98 per head average for the whole country. However North 
Lanarkshire's income would appear to only total approximately 20% of its gross direct expenditure 
compared to 40% on average for Scotland as a whole. 
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Grant and SupDort in Kind 

The average expenditure per head on grants to external organisations was E2.62. North Lanarkshire 
would therefore have allocated grants of &852,8 10 to achieve this average. The actual sum distributed 
from Leisure Services budget was approximately E208,37 1. This includes 21 28,157 core grant to 
Cumbemauld Theatre Trust made by Leisure Services, but excludes grants made to that body, or to any 
other arts organisation by other Departments of North Lanarkshire Council. 

Librarv and Museums and Galleries 

The average expenditure per head for Scotland was E24.34. North Lanarkshire spent 218.67. 

Changes in Arts ExDenditure 1994195 - 1996197 

Overall expenditure on cultural services by local authorities fell by 8.4% between 1994/95 and 
1996/97, and within that period the retail price index rose by 5.8%. However total revenue expenditure 
was 25% less in 1996/97 than two years earlier. 

Conclusion 

From the information contained in the survey it would appear that: 

(1) North Lanarkshire is below average per capita expenditure in its Ar t s  and Cultural provision 
across the board. 

(2) There are lower than average levels of income against gross expenditure. 

Both of these areas will be further measured by including benchmarking with other authorities which is 
scheduled to start in the near future 

Full Report 

A copy of the full report is available from the Director of Leisure Services. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that: 

(1) the contents of this report be noted. 

(2) a further report is produced when sufficient additional information arising from benchmarking 
is available. 
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