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To: LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF LEISURE SERVICES 

Date: 19 November 98 Ref: AM/KH 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: PUBLIC ART POLICY 

2. Background 

Initial impressions of an area are important. It is also essential that visitors and potential investors not 
only receive an image of the Authority which is socially, culturally and economically confident, but 
which is also unique and distinctive. The Authority recognises the unique and distinctive contribution 
the arts can make to the environment and encourages the provision of works of art and craft within new 
developments, the refurbishment of buildings and environmental schemes. 

North Lanarkshire Council, through the Department of Leisure Services, seeks to demonstrate its 
commitment to these principles through the adoption of a Public Art policy in collaboration with other 
Departments and in partnership with the private sector and other public bodies. Lvhere appropriate. 

3. Scope 

The definition of "public art" embraces a range of art forms in order to t n L ' { \ i l r . i : .  .' !.I-\ibiiity of 
approach to the implementation of the Policy. The following offers a x.I.,., I I , ' ~  .ippropriate 
categories, but is by no means exclusive: 

Decoration: flags and banners, architectural reliefs and plaques. murals, mos;LiL\ 11.. l lr . i i i \  e 
metalwork, letter cutting. 

rn Structures:sculptures and statuary, railings/gates, water features, street furniture. mi Ic.\rones and 
markers, site hoardings. 

rn Hard and soft decorative paving, new public open spaces, landscaping: land sculpture/shaping, 
design-led ornamental bedding. 

rn Lightworks: integrated lighting schemes, independent design-led neon/laser/fibre optic works. 

While public artworks are often perceived to be permanent and site specific, projects may also 
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include the time-based or temporary. The provision of artists’ resources, such as studio space and 
programmes of artists’ residencies also fall within the remit of the Public Art Strategy. 

3. General Aims 

The general aims of the policy are to: 

Ensure that public art projects of quality are presented and experienced throughout the Authority on 
the basis that quality is attainable in any form, at any scale and from any cultural or aesthetic 
community. 

Enhance local, national and international perceptions of North Lanarkshire through a reinforced 
sense of community pride. 

Promote the image of North Lanarkshire as a quality arts provider and investor. 

Improve the conditions for economic regeneration within the Authority by creating a rich visua. 
environment. 

Promote the awareness, enjoyment and understanding of public art throughout the communities of 
North Lanarkshire and ensure that the arts are seen as relevant to and part of community life. 

4. Specific Aims 

The specific aims of the policy are to: 

promote good practice in the commissioning and employment of artistskrafts people/designers. 

deliver a quality programme of regional, national and international significance by leading 
artistdcrafts people/designers. 

commission permanent and temporary public artworks which are related and complementary to 
specific projects within the Department, such as Festivals and annual events. 

seek new audiences within North Lanarkshire by ensuring that artworks are available and physically 
accessible to all sections of the community. 

seek new audiences by providing a range of supporting interpretative literature, explanatory 
exhibitions and promotional material. 

seek to respond to ideas, interests and issues generated by specific groups within the community. 

develop commissions with reference to the Council’s art, museum and archival collections 

deliver an innovative and quality programme of public art commissions in association with capital, 
refurbishment and environmental programmes within the Authority. 

actively encourage collaborations between professional artistdcrafts people/designers with those 
responsible for shaping the environment, such as architects, engineers, planners, landscape 
desi, OnerS. 
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0 commission permanent public artworks which are related and complementary to Departmental and 
corporate strategies. 

provide assistance to parties external to the Council in relation to public artworks. 

0 develop and implement a 7c Strategy. 

0 establish in advance annual programmes of work, supported by in-built review and monitoring 
systems. 

5. Recommendation 

It is recommended that: 

I .  The above policy be adopted for the development of Public Art within North Lanarkshire 

2. That discussions take place with other Council Departments (Planning, Housing etc.) to finalise 
the Councils % for Art Strategy. 

3. A further report be produced on % for Art. 

L:\DIRECTOR\COMMIlTE\LElSCOMM\PUBART. DOC 




