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1. Introduction 

This report highlights the need for adequate provision of archaeological services within North 
Lanarkshire. 

2. Background 

2. I The P1annin.z Process 

Local Authorities have a statutory function to monitor sites of Archaeological and Historical 
interest in relation to the planning process and these are administered under the National 
Planning Policy Guideline - Archaeology and Planning (NPPGS) issued in 1994 and the 
‘Planning Advice Note - Archaeology and Planning (PAN42) which sets out the Governments 
policy and recommends procedures for the handling of archaeological matters within the 
planning system. 

North Lanarkshire Council’s Department of Planning and Development currently contributes 
financially to the Strathclyde Archaeology Service (formally the Strathclyde regional council’s 
archaeology service) as did the majority of the former District Council’s. The Department of 
Planning do not employ any qualified archaeologists. 

As a member of the Strathclyde Archaeology Service, North Lanarkshire Council can utilise 
the expertise of the service which views the weekly list of planning applications and is entitled 
to call any of them in for further investigation. However, although staffed by qualified 
archaeologists the service is designed to deal with archaeology as it relates to the planning 
process and not as it relates to the cultural and social aspects of any sites. The service does not 
undertake any monitoring, surveying or excavation outwith these parameters. The service is 
very small with few staff and it is unlikely that it will ever have a remit outwith the planning 
process. 

2.2 Provision of Archaeology within Leisure Services 

There is clearly a significant role for archaeology within the museum and heritage context 
within Leisure Services. 
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A post of archaeologist was included on the original departmental structure, however, this was 
subsequently frozen. The current position is such that without any staff dedicated to 
archaeology very little work is undertaken in relation to sites in North Lanarkshire. Some work 
is carried out in the industrial archaeological field by the Industrial History Curator. However, 
given the large geographical area of North Lanarkshire and the number of industrial sites this 
work is very limited and is restricted to emergency situations. The department can only 
respond if a site is under threat and immediate action is required. 

3. Requirement for Archaeological Services with North Lanarkshire 

Within North Lanarkshire the range and number of archaeological sites is vast, e.g. there are many 
prehistoric sites, such as the Drumpellier Crannog and numerous hill - forts in the Kilsyth area. The 
Roman period is represented by the Antonine Wall, the Strathclyde Bathhouse and other fortifications. 
The medieval period has produced castles and churches throughout the area and the industrial 
revolution has produced many sites - for which the area is renowned. 

As traditional industries decline the recording and documentation of areas such as Ravenscraig, the 
remaining pit bings and other sites increase in importance. 

The need to preserve, explore and document the past is not at present being fully met. 

The respective roles of the Department of Planning and Development and the Department of Leisure 
Services as regards archaeology are clearly defined and access to a qualified archaeologist who is able 
to operate in both the statutory and the cultural context would ensure that the level of service is of an 
adequate standard. 

4. Recommendation 

It is recommended that: 

(1) this report is noted meantime. 

(2) a further report is produced regarding the resourcing of such a post and the possible funding 
options that may be available. 
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