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Date: 1711 1/98 Ref AM\KH 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: SCOTTISH CULTURAL RESOURCES 
ACCESS NETWORK 

1. Introduction 

This report provides an update on the progress of North Lanarkshre Council’s initial project with the 
Scottish Cultural Resources Access Network (SCRAN). 

2. Background 

2.1 Scope 

SCRAN is a national project supported by funding from the National Lottery Millennium Fund. 
It’s key purpose is to create and provide access to a digital resource base of electronic records of 
data and objects which reflect Scotland‘s material culture and human history. It is anticipated 
that the database will provide access to 1.5 million records of hstoric monuments, artefacts in 
museums and galleries and archives. 

2.2 Access 

The database will be available to all members and subscribers throughout Scotland. The overall 
SCRAN project will be complete in 2001. 

3. North Lanarkshire Leisure Proiect 

The project is entitled ‘Iron and Steel in North Lanarkshre’ and work on the project commenced in April 
1998. Material was selected by the museums and heritage professional staff and the methodology for 
inputting the data prepared and agreed with SCRAN. 

The work is scheduled for completion by 30th November 1998 

Photographic images of 90 selected items - including machinew, tools, products, built structures, 
material associated with social and labour hstory: archives and oral hstories - have been digitised by 
an approved company and these are in the process of being entered onto the database along with a 
short essay about each item. 

600 basic descriptions have already been written and entered onto the database. 
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4. Outcome 

The records entered will be incorporated into the SCRAN database which will be accessible to licensed 
users. This means that the information on the database about North Lanarkshire’s museum collections as 
it relates to the Iron and Steel industries will be accessible not only to museum visitors but also to schools 
and museums throughout Scotland. 

North Lanarkshire Council will be granted a Users license for the SCRAN database and will be permitted 
to use any of the records from any source for educational purposes. 

Educational purposes are defined as use by: 

0 Any employees of the User; 
0 Any student, child or other person attending the User’s premises; 
0 And where the User is a museum, gallery: library, community centre or other ehb i t ion  open to the 

public: any member of the public visiting the User’s premises. 

The User is defined as North Lanarkshre Council 

A launch of the North Lanarkshre project is planned for early 1999. 

5 .  Recommendation 

It is recommended that: 

(1) the contents of t h s  report be noted, and 

(2) hrther reports will be produced as appropriate. 
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