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Motherwell, 2 December 1998 at 10 am. 
 

A Meeting of the LEISURE  SERVICES  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McGhee, Convener; Councillor Scott, Vice-Convener; Councillors Coyle, Curran, Hebenton, 
Logue, Lyle, McCulloch, W. Martin, Moran, Russell, Saunders and Sullivan. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McGhee (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer, Director of Leisure Services, Head of Accounting Services and Roads and 
Property Construction Resources Manager. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Chadha, Griffin, McCabe, Morgan, Nolan and Shaw. 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL  FINANCIAL  POSITION 
 
1. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 

confirming his Department’s financial position in relation to revenue expenditure in 1998/99. 
 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENT  OF  LEISURE  SERVICES  -  FINANCIAL  MONITORING  REPORT  1998/99  -  1  APRIL 
TO  11  OCTOBER 1998 
 
2. There was submitted a report dated 24 November 1998 by the Director of Finance advising of the 

current Departmental spending levels for the period from 1 April to 11 October 1998, and providing a 
comparison with the approved budget, excluding loan charges, Central Administration recharges and 
the Central Repairs Account. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
INCOME  AND  USAGE  STATISTICS  -  QUARTERLY  MONITORING  REPORT  -  1  JULY  TO  
30  SEPTEMBER  1998 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
detailing statistical information relating to attendance and income received, where appropriate, at the 
various leisure facilities throughout the North Lanarkshire area during the period from 1 July to 
30 September 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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DEPARTMENTAL  SERVICE  PLAN  -  QUARTERLY  MONITORING  REPORT  -  1  JULY  TO  
30  SEPTEMBER  1998 
 
4. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
summarising the extent to which key tasks within his Department’s Service Plan had been achieved 
during the quarter from 1 July to 30 September 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  TOURIST  BOARD  VISITOR  ATTRACTION  SURVEY  1997  -  SUMMARY  REPORT 
 
5. There was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) advising that the Scottish Tourist Board had conducted an annual postal survey of Scottish visitor 
attractions; (2) summarising (a) how the tourist attractions in North Lanarkshire compared as against 
other local visitor attractions within the Greater Glasgow and Clyde Valley Area Tourist Board, and 
(b) the market sectors within which the Council’s visitor attractions operate, and (3) intimating that the 
information obtained from the survey would be used to compare visitor attractions provided by the 
Council. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
“MEASURING  THE  LOCAL  IMPACT  OF  TOURISM”  -  DEPARTMENT  FOR  CULTURE,  MEDIA  
AND  SPORT  -  GUIDANCE  NOTES 
 
6. There was submitted a report dated 13 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) advising (a) that in November 1995 the Council of The European Union adopted Council Directive 
95/57/EC which placed a requirement on Governments to provide a regular set of statistical 
information in the field of tourism, and (b) that the Department of Culture, Media and Sport had 
recently produced, in association with the four National Tourist Boards, a guidance pack entitled 
“Measuring the Local Impact of Tourism” which aimed to assist local authority officers and others with 
the task of estimating the economic impact of tourism in their local area; (2) summarising the 
contents of the guidance pack, and (3) concluding that the guidance pack would assist Officers within 
his Department in working with partners to develop good practice in the production and use of 
information covering the key aspects of the local tourism economy. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REVIEW  OF  PASSPORT  TO  LEISURE  SCHEME  -  1  APRIL  1997  TO  31  MARCH  1998 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 19 March 

1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure 
Services (1) reviewing the operation of the Council’s Passport to Leisure Scheme for the period from 
1 April 1997 to 31 March 1998; (2) advising of the up to date position regarding the proposed 
reciprocal arrangements with South Lanarkshire Council, and (3) recommending that the information 
contained in this review be used for the development of a marketing programme for the Scheme. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the contents of the statistical review be noted, and 
 

(2) that the information contained within the statistical review be used for the development of a 
marketing programme for the Passport to Leisure Scheme. 

 
 
 
LOUGHBOROUGH  UNIVERSITY  -  NATIONAL  LEISURE  CARD  SURVEY  1998 
 
8. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) advising (a) that in 1997/1998 researchers at the Institute for Sport and Leisure Policy at 
Loughborough University conducted a survey in relation to the use of Leisure Card Schemes by local 
authorities, and (b) that in October 1998 the findings of their survey entitled “Leisure and Social 
Exclusion” were presented to the World Leisure and Recreation Congress; (2) summarising the 
findings of the survey and commenting upon the comparative position of the North Lanarkshire 
Passport to Leisure Scheme, and (3) concluding that the report on the survey had identified various 
key issues relative to the future development and growth of the Council’s Passport to Leisure 
Scheme. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
“SCHOOLS  OUT”  -  SUMMER  PROGRAMME  1998 
 
9. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 

summarising his Department’s summer programme of events and activities for children and young 
people in North Lanarkshire entitled “Schools Out” which had been held during the period 27 June to 
23 August 1998. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the “Schools Out” Summer Programme continue to be arranged on an annual basis, and 

 
(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCE  -  “22ND  NATIONAL  SEMINAR  AND  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING  AND  
EXHIBITION” 
 
10. There was submitted an invitation from the Scottish Association of Local Sports Councils for the 

Council to be represented at its Conference entitled “22nd National Seminar and Annual General 
Meeting and Exhibition” which was to be held in Dunblane from 15 to 17 January 1999. 

 
Decided: that Councillor Scott be authorised to attend the Conference. 

 
 
 

CULTURAL 
 

“CREATIVE  SCOTLAND”  -  THE  CASE  FOR  A  NATIONAL  CULTURAL  STRATEGY 
 
11. There was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) advising that the National Cultural Agencies in Scotland had produced a report entitled “Creative 
Scotland“; (2) summarising the contents of the report which outlined a cultural strategy for 
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consideration in the future by the Scottish Parliament, and (3) detailing (a) the role of cultural 
services in relation to a number of social and economic issues as identified in the report, and 
(b) proposals for the Scottish Parliament to address these issues through a national cultural strategy. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Leisure Services’ observations in relation to the case for a National 

Cultural Strategy be endorsed; 
 

(2) that the Council supports the case wherever appropriate, and 
 

(3) that the Director of Administration be authorised to respond to the National Cultural Agencies 
in Scotland in appropriate terms. 

 
 
 
STRATHKELVIN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  -  DISAGGREGATION  OF  RESOURCES  -  FINAL  REPORT 
 
12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure 

Services confirming that the disaggregation of the Library and Heritage Resources from the former 
Strathkelvin District Council had been completed. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
ARTS  EXPENDITURE  IN  SCOTLAND  1996-1997  -  COSLA/SCOTTISH  ARTS  COUNCIL  SURVEY 
 
13. There was submitted a report dated 17 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

summarising the findings of the 1996/97 survey on Local Authority Expenditure on the Arts which had 
been conducted by COSLA and the Scottish Arts Council, and (2) advising that it appeared (a) that 
the Council’s per capita expenditure in its Arts and Cultural provision was lower than the average per 
capita expenditure by local authorities in Scotland; (b) that the Council received lower levels of 
income than the average for local authorities in Scotland against gross expenditure, and (c) that data 
on per capita expenditure and levels of income against gross expenditure would be further measured 
by including benchmarking with other authorities. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Leisure Services submit a further report to the Committee when sufficient 

additional information arising from benchmarking was available, and 
 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
NATIONAL  MUSIC  COUNCIL  -  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  MUSIC  AWARDS  1997 
 
14. There was submitted a report dated 17 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that the Council had been awarded a Diploma in the Local Authority Award Category for 
1997 under the National Music Council’s Local Authority Music Awards Scheme; (2) detailing the 
adjudication comments made on the Council’s submission, and (3) intimating that arrangements for 
the presentation of the awards were still to be finalised. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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ATTENDANCE  PARTICIPATION  AND  ATTITUDES  TOWARDS  THE  ARTS  IN  SCOTLAND  1998  -  
THE  SCOTTISH  ARTS  COUNCIL  -  MARKET  RESEARCH  REPORT 
 
15. There was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that the Scottish Arts Council had commissioned from System Three, a Market Research 
report on attendance, participation and attitudes towards Arts in Scotland in 1998, and (2) 
summarising the findings and the statistical data gathered in relation to the survey. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Leisure Services be authorised to conduct a similar survey within the 

North Lanarkshire catchment area as part of his Department’s Best Value Programme; 
 

(2) that the Director of Leisure Services submit a report on the findings of this local survey to a 
future meeting of  the Committee, and 

 
(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  ROYAL  SCOTTISH  NATIONAL  ORCHESTRA  SOCIETY 
 
16. There was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that the level of grant awarded to the Royal Scottish National Orchestra by North 
Lanarkshire Council in 1997/98 entitled the Council to nominate two representatives as members of 
the Royal Scottish National Orchestra Society, and (2) enclosing a copy of a letter of 10 November 
1998 from the Finance Manager, Royal Scottish National Orchestra inviting the Council 
representatives to the Orchestra’s Annual General Meeting to be held on 4 December 1998. 

 
Decided: that Councillors McGhee and Scott be nominated as the Council’s representatives on 

the Royal Scottish National Orchestra Society. 
 
 
 
AIRDRIE  ARTS  CENTRE  -  UPDATE 
 
17. With reference to paragraph 15 of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 1998, there was 

submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) summarising the 
terms of a Minute of Agreement between the former Airdrie Town Council as owners of the Airdrie 
Arts Centre, and the Airdrie Guild in relation to their use of the Arts Centre, and (2) advising (a) that 
since the Council had inherited the interests of the former Airdrie Town Council in the Airdrie Arts 
Centre, the Minute of Agreement subsequently required amendment to take account of this Council’s 
interest in the Arts Centre; (b) that a full general building survey had indicated that the building was in 
need of major upgrading and repair; (c) that the Arts Guild was currently making the necessary 
arrangements with the Department of Administration, Legal Services Division to have the licensing 
inspections carried out, and (d) that the Council was entitled to have two representatives on the 
Guild’s Executive Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Directors of Leisure Services, Administration and Planning and Development, where 

appropriate, be authorised to review the lease agreement between the Council and the 
Airdrie Arts Guild for the operation of Airdrie Arts Centre; 

 
(2) that the Directors of Leisure Services and Planning and Development be authorised to 

review the lease payment made by the Arts Centre to the Council; 
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(3) that any Health and Safety works be costed and reported as a priority; 
 

(4) that the necessary upgrading works be fully costed and a further report submitted to a future 
meeting of the Committee; 

 
(5) that funding is made available by the Council at the earliest opportunity to undertake the 

necessary Health and Safety upgrading works for which the Council is liable; 
 

(6) that the Director of Leisure Services attempt to identify additional sources of funding for the 
upgrading works; 

 
(7) that the nomination of the two Members to represent the Council on the Guild’s Executive 

Committee be remitted to the next meeting of the Council; 
 

(8) that the Director of Leisure Services submit further progress reports to the Committee as 
appropriate, and 

 
(9) that the terms of review of the lease be remitted to the Planning and Development (Buildings 

and Property) Sub-Committee for approval. 
 
 
 
SIR  JOHN  WILSON  TOWN  HALL  -  UPDATE 
 
18. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 June 

1997, there was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 
detailing the various works which had been carried out at the Sir John Wilson Town Hall as a result of 
a Health and Safety assessment and which had been funded through the Capital Programme; (2) 
indicating that the Dumb Waiter within the premises had been condemned and that funding for its 
replacement could not be met from within the Central Repairs Account budget; (3) advising that a 
specialist survey of the stage area had indicated the need for significant repairs, as detailed in 
Appendix 1 to the report, and (4) intimating (a) that the total estimated cost of the urgent and 
essential upgrading work to the stage and technical installation was £70,000; (b) that an application 
for refurbishing had previously and currently been submitted via the Service Plan but had not yet 
been included in the two year Capital Programme; (c) that the most appropriate source of external 
funding for refurbishment works was the National Lottery Capital Project Scheme administered by the 
Scottish Arts Council, and (d) that a feasibility study for the proposed project was essential, the cost 
of which would amount to £30,000-£50,000, 50% of which may be funded by the Scottish Arts 
Council. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that funding of £70,000 be identified within the Capital Programme to carry out the essential 

Health and Safety Work identified within the specialist survey report on the stage area and 
technical installations; 

 
(2) that funding between £15,000-£25,000 be identified within the Capital Programme to 

facilitate the submission of an application for funding to the National Lottery to carry out a 
feasibility study into the required building works; 

 
(3) that the sum of £12,000 be identified within the Capital Programme to replace the Dumb 

Waiter; 
 

(4) that the sum of £4,000 be made available to carry out a specialist survey on the electrical 
installation, and  
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(5) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration of the 
funding requirements. 

 
 
 



LEISURE  SERVICES  –  2 December 1998 
 

 

 

 
2232 

PUBLIC  ART  POLICY 
 
19. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure 

Services (1) summarising the benefits to be derived by the Council from the adoption of an 
operational public art policy; (2) outlining the scope of an operational public art policy, and (3) 
detailing the general and specific aims of an operational public art policy. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that an operational public art policy, as detailed in the report, be adopted for the development 

of public art within North Lanarkshire; 
 

(2) that the Director of Leisure Services be authorised to take forward discussions with Directors 
of other Departments to finalise the Council’s Percentage for Art Strategy, and 

 
(3) that it be noted that the Director of Leisure Services would submit a further report to a future 

meeting of the Committee on the Percentage for Art Policy. 
 
 
 
MOTHERWELL  CONCERT  HALL  -  DISABLED  ACCESS/FIRE  SAFETY  REQUIREMENTS 
 
20. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998, 

there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
(1) advising (a) that an application to the Scottish Arts Council seeking funding towards the cost of 
refurbishing the Concert Hall to ensure compliance with the disabled access/fire safety requirements 
had been evaluated by the Scottish Arts Council, and (b) that the Scottish Arts Council had intimated 
that the proposals contained within the application could be developed further; (2) detailing the 
further information required by the Scottish Arts Council in relation to the lottery submission and the 
revised timetable for consideration of the lottery submission, and (3) intimating that whilst a sum of 
£250,000 was contained within the Department of Leisure Services’ Capital Programme for the 
above project and the Concert Hall Refurbishment Programme it was likely that revisions to the 
lottery submission would have budgetary implications. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that the necessary revisions to the lottery submission would be made and 

re-submitted to the Scottish Arts Council as detailed in the report; 
 

(2) that the project be considered as a phased scheme of improvements to the whole of the 
Concert Hall and Theatre Complex; 

 
(3) that capital funding be allocated for future phases of the improved access proposals as 

appropriate; 
 

(4) that work be retendered once the result of the application for lottery funding is known; 
 

(5) that the outcome of the application of the National Lottery will be the subject of a further 
report by the Director of Leisure Services to a future meeting of the Committee, and 

 
(6) that the matter of identifying funding to meet the Council’s cost of the revisions to the work 

detailed in the lottery submission be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee. 
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DAVID  MACH  “BIG  HEIDS”  PUBLIC  ARTWORK 
 
(1)  UPDATE 
 
21. There was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services detailing 

progress made in relation to the production of the “Big Heids” public artwork by David Mach and the 
associated interpretation programme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Committee note the contents of the report, and 

 
(2) that it be noted that a further report by the Director of Leisure Services detailing 

arrangements for the launch of the project would be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Committee. 

 
 
 
(2)  PRELIMINARY  WORKS 
 
22. There was submitted a report dated 30 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

(1) detailing the five tenders received for the carrying out of the preliminary works to allow the David 
Mach “Big Heids” Sculpture to be erected, and (2) intimating that the Director of Administration, 
following consultation with the Convener of the Committee, had in terms of authority delegated to 
him accepted the lowest tender submitted by George Leslie Limited, Glasgow in the sum of 
£44,131.48. 

 
Decided: that the action taken by the Director of Administration be noted. 

 
 
 
PERFORMING  ARTS  GROUPS  -  STRATEGY 
 
23. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure 

Services (1) intimating that a review of the Council’s Performing Arts Group’s programme had been 
undertaken to identify gaps in service provision; (2) summarising (a) the aims and objectives of the 
Council’s Performing Arts Groups, and (b) the strategic objectives for the Performance Arts Groups 
programme; (3) advising that specific strategic objectives would be set for each Group to be 
evaluated and monitored, and (4) detailing the level of provision for groups in North Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Performing Arts Group’s Strategy, as detailed in the report ,be noted, and 

 
(2) that progress reports on the implementation of the Performing Arts Group’s Strategy be 

submitted by the Director of Leisure Services to future meetings of the Committee. 
 
 
 
OPEN  LEARNING  PARTNERSHIP  WITH  COATBRIDGE  COLLEGE 
 
24. There was submitted a report dated 12 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

reminding Members that his Department had operated an open learning service in partnership with 
Coatbridge College since 1996, with the College providing assistance with the delivery of Open 
Learning short courses, and (2) detailing a proposal to extend the partnership arrangement to include 
participation in the European Union funded project dealing with the provision of open learning 
materials via the internet. 
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Decided: that the report be noted. 
 
 
OPEN  LEARNING  CENTRES  IN  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  -  BRITISH  ASSOCIATION  OF  OPEN 
LEARNING  -  PILOT  PROJECT 
 
25. There was submitted a report dated 12 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

intimating (a) that the Council had been invited by the Library Association to participate in a British 
Association of Open Learning Quality Assurance pilot project in public libraries; (b) that the Scheme 
would be based on the Quality Mark developed for the British Association of Open Learning, and (c) 
that it would be a fourth category within the recently launched Quality Mark specifically covering 
Learning Centres in Public Libraries, and (2) detailing the requirements of the assessment process 
and the benefits of participating in this pilot study. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Leisure Services submit a further progress report, as appropriate, to a 

future meeting of the Committee, and 
 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
NATIONAL  YEAR  OF  READING 
 
26. There was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

intimating that the year from September 1998 to August 1999 had been designated the National Year 
of Reading and was aimed at celebrating all forms of the written word including fiction, non-fiction 
books, magazines, newspapers and computers, and (2) detailing a programme of library themes to 
mark the National Year of Reading. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
COSLA  RECOMMENDED  STANDARDS  FOR  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  -  1997/98  PERFORMANCE 
 
27. There was submitted a report dated 23 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that the COSLA recommended public library standards were designed to assist authorities 
by identifying achievable standards for all Scottish library authorities regardless of size or location, 
and (2) enclosing, as an Appendix to the report, a statistical analysis of North Lanarkshire Council’s 
performance against the COSLA recommended public library standards. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that a further report be submitted to the Committee identifying the implications of the 

Council’s public library service achieving the COSLA recommended public standards in full; 
 

(2) that, in the meantime, the Director of Leisure Services make every attempt to meet these 
standards, and 

 
(3) that otherwise the Director of Leisure Services submit further reports, as appropriate, to 

future meetings of the Committee. 
 
 
 
LIBRARIES  IN  SCOTLAND  -  ANNUAL  SURVEY  OF  LOAN  PERIODS  AND  CHARGES  1998/99 
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28. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 
advising (a) that the Scottish Library Association had produced the 1998/99 Annual Survey of Loan 
Periods and Charges for Libraries in Scotland, and (b) that, whilst the statistical tables contained 
within the annual survey did not allow for direct comparisons to be made between the various local 
authorities in Scotland, there was sufficient data to make initial comparisons; (2) enclosing, as 
Appendices to the report, comparative statistical tables relating to the major common elements, and 
(3) concluding that the Council’s policies in relation to its library services were not far from the 
median level. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that an annual report be produced by the Director of Leisure Services on the same basis to 

compare practices, and 
 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
MOBILE  LIBRARY  SERVICE  -  TIMETABLE  REVIEW 
 
29. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure 

Services detailing changes to the Mobile Library Service which had been made to accommodate (1) 
budget reductions for 1998/9; (2) the various factors which had arisen since re-organisation, and (3) 
the requirement to rationalise the service, taking account of Best Value considerations. 

 
Councillor McCulloch, seconded by Councillor Hebenton, moved (1) that the revisions to the 
operation of the Mobile Library Service be noted; (2) that the Director of Leisure Services submit a 
further report to a future meeting of the Committee on the service to housebound readers, and (3) 
that a similar review of the mobile library service be undertaken by the Director of Leisure Services 
on an annual basis. 

 
Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor Russell, moved, as an amendment, that consideration of the 
matter be further continued. 
 
On a vote being taken two Members voted for the amendment and eight Members voted for the 
motion.  The motion was accordingly declared carried. 
 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the revisions which had been made to the operation of the Mobile Library Service be 

noted; 
 

(2) that the Director of Leisure Services submit a further report to a future meeting of the 
Committee on the service to housebound readers, and  

 
(3) that a similar review of the mobile library service be undertaken by the Director of Leisure 

Services on an annual basis. 
 

 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS  POLICY 
 
30. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure 

Services (1) intimating (a) that the former Cumbernauld and Kilsyth, Monklands, Motherwell and 
Strathkelvin District Councils had all operated various forms of local history and specialist interest 
publishing and production programmes; (b) that these programmes covered books, photographs, 
prints, postcards and maps and audio visual formats, and (c) that local publishing programmes made 

C 
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available material which would not otherwise have been available to customers and had 
commissioned and published new works and new research into local history topics; (2) advising that a 
publication  policy for North Lanarkshire had been developed from the policies of the previous 
authorities which continued to facilitate the development of cultural activity within North Lanarkshire 
through the promotion of local knowledge, local identity and local history, and (3) enclosing, as an 
Appendix to the report , the details of a Publications Policy for North Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided: that the Publications Policy, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved. 

 
 
 
LIBRARY  SERVICE  TO  PRISONS 
 
31. There was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising (1) that his Department currently provided a library service to HM Prison, Shotts and 
Longriggend Remand Institution; (2) that HM Prison, Shotts was recharged for the library service 
provided on a formula agreed annually by COSLA; (3) that whilst the library service to Longriggend 
Remand Institution was not eligible for recharge by the COSLA formula, payment was agreed for the 
service provided by his Department with the Governor of the Institution, and (4) that the recharge to 
HM Prison, Shotts was £3,600 and that the annual income from the service to Longriggend Remand 
Institution was £290. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  INFORMATION  SERVICE 
 
32. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

reminding Members that the Local Government Information Service had been established in April 
1997 to provide a Local Government Information and Resource Service to Elected Members and 
Senior Officials and to deal with Local Government related enquiries received from the general 
public; (2) advising (a) that until May 1998 the Service had been staffed by professional Librarians; 
(b) that a review of the Service had indicated that the take-up was low and the complexity of skills 
required in relation to enquiries was basic, and (c) that, as a consequence, it was agreed that non-
professional staff with information skills would be used for the Service; (3) detailing the number and 
types of enquiries received since the establishment of the Service, and (4) outlining the projected use 
and new developments for the Service. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Information Service to Senior Officers and Elected Members be restructured; 

 
(2) that the Local Government Information Service operate on a part-time basis for a three 

month period following which there would be a re-assessment of its use; 
 

(3) that the use and costs of extending the Selective Dissemination of Information Systems be 
investigated, and 

 
(4) that a further report be submitted by the Director of Leisure Services to a future meeting of 

the Committee. 
 
 
 
SUPPLY  OF  LIBRARY  STOCK 
 
33. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure 

Services (1) advising (a) that until 1996 the supply of books to public libraries had been governed by 

C 
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the Net Book Agreement which fixed the prices of books and the size of discounts which suppliers 
were able to offer to libraries at 10%, and (b) that the supply of library stocks had developed in an ad 
hoc manner largely inherited from the previous authorities and it was now appropriate to develop a 
comprehensive approach to the supply of library stock, and (2) proposing for the reasons detailed 
therein, (a) that the supply of library stocks be put out to tender to achieve the required level of 
service from contracted suppliers at the best possible price, and (b) the Council adopt the European 
Restricted Tendering procedure for the supply of library stocks. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the supply of library stock items be subject to competitive tendering arrangements, and 

 
(2) that the use of the European Restricted Tendering procedure be approved. 

 
 
 
INFOSHOPS  :  CHALLENGE  FUND  PROJECT 
 
34. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

intimating (a) that in January 1998 the Council was successful in securing £40,932 from the 
Challenge Fund for Public Libraries to establish a number of pilot “first stop” shop information 
services, known as “InfoShops”, in the current financial year; (b) that, to date, a number of pilot 
“InfoShops” had been established in Cumbernauld, Chryston, Moodiesburn and Kilsyth Libraries; (c) 
that it was anticipated that a further “InfoShop” would be opened in Abronhill, Cumbernauld before 
the end of the year, and (d) that the purpose of the pilot “InfoShops” was to assess their requirements 
across the North Lanarkshire area, and (2) detailing the number of enquiries received between the 
period July 1997 to September 1998 by the four pilot “InfoShops” and the use of the Open Learning 
Services provided by them. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Leisure Services submit a quarterly update report to the Committee on 

the progress of the project; 
 

(2) that a further report be submitted by the Director of Leisure Services to a future meeting of 
the Committee on the implications of extending the “InfoShops” first stop information 
principle to other areas of North Lanarkshire, and 

 
(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
BEST  VALUE  FOR  MUSEUMS  -  PERFORMANCE  INDICATORS 
 
35. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure 

Services (1) advising that the Scottish Museum Council provided local authorities with a range of 
performance indicators which enabled Museum services to be evaluated, and (2) enclosing, as an 
Appendix to the report, details of the performance indicators provided by the Scottish Museums 
Council. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the performance indicators provided by the Scottish Museums Council be adopted for 

use as primary indicators, and 
. 

(2) that a further report on the application of the performance indicators be submitted by the 
Director of Leisure Services to a future meeting of the Committee. 
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A  NATIONAL  STRATEGY  FOR  SCOTLAND’S  MUSEUMS  -  CONSULTATION  DOCUMENT 
 
36. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that the Scottish Museums Council, in conjunction with the National Museums of Scotland, 
the National Galleries of Scotland and Museum professionals throughout Scotland, had produced a 
consultation paper entitled “Taking Responsibility - a National Strategy for Scotland’s Museums”; (2) 
summarising the content of the consultation paper, and (3) providing comments thereon. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Administration be authorised to respond to the Scottish Museums 

Council in relation to the consultation paper entitled “Taking Responsibility - A National 
Strategy for Scotland’s Museums” in terms of the report. 

 
 
 
STUDENT  PROJECT  -  GLASGOW  CALEDONIAN  UNIVERSITY 
 
37. There was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

detailing a proposed joint project with students from the Department of Engineering at Glasgow 
Caledonian University to produce an interactive touch screen presentation to be located at 
Summerlee Heritage Park, and (2) outlining the benefits to the Council and the students involved in 
the proposed joint project. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
PROVISION  OF  ARCHAEOLOGY  SERVICES 
 
38. There was submitted a report dated 20 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising (a) that the Council had a statutory function to monitor sites of archaeological and historical 
interest; (b) that whilst the Council currently made a financial contribution towards the Strathclyde 
Archaeology Service which allowed it  to utilise the expertise of this service, this was more relevant 
to the planning process and not to cultural and social aspects of any archaeological sites within North 
Lanarkshire, and (c) that a post of Archaeologist, included in his Department’s original  structure, had 
been frozen, and (2) detailing his Department’s requirement for an archaeological service. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that a further report be submitted by the Director of Leisure Services to a future meeting of 

the Committee regarding the resourcing of such a post within the Department of Leisure 
Services’ staffing structure and the possible funding options, and 

 
(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  CULTURAL  RESOURCES  ACCESS  NETWORK 
 
39. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of this Committee held on 28 January 1998, there was 

submitted a report dated 17 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) reminding 
Members that the Scottish Cultural Resources Access Network was a national project supported by 
funding from the National Lottery Millennium Fund which aimed to create and provide access to a 
digital resource base of electronic records of data and objects which reflected Scotland’s material 
culture and human history, and (2) advising (a) that the Council’s contribution to the Network was a 
project entitled “Iron and Steel in North Lanarkshire”, and (b) that the Council would be granted a 
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Users’ Licence for the Network database which would permit the use of any records from any source 
for educational purposes. 

 



LEISURE  SERVICES  –  2 December 1998 
 

 

 

 
2240 

Decided:  
 

(1) that the Director of Leisure Services submit further reports, as appropriate, to future meetings 
of the Committee, and 

 
(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
ADMISSION  CHARGES  FOR  MOTHERWELL  HERITAGE  CENTRE  “TECHNOPOLIS”  EXHIBITION 
 
40. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

referring to the “Technopolis” exhibition in the Motherwell Heritage Centre, in respect of which there 
was currently an admission charge; (2) proposing, for the reasons detailed therein, that the admission 
charge be abolished with immediate effect, and (3) advising that, as a consequence of an earlier 
budget re-alignment and income generated already this year, there were no outstanding budgetary 
provisions which required to be made.  

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the admission charges at Motherwell Heritage Centre be abolished in line with all other 

museum and heritage facilities in North Lanarkshire with immediate effect, and 
 

(2) that the Director of Leisure Services, in conjunction with the Director of Finance, be 
authorised to re-align the budget accordingly. 

 
 
 
REMIT  FROM  AIRDRIE  AREA  COMMITTEE  HELD  ON  27  OCTOBER  1998  -  WELLWYND  HALL 
 
41. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of this Committee held on 10 June 1998, there were 

submitted (1) an excerpt of the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee held on 
27 October 1998 whereby that Committee had recommended (a) that all avenues to develop 
Wellwynd Hall, Airdrie, including disposing of the building on the open market, be explored to prevent 
any further deterioration of the building, and (b) that consideration be given to the organ in the 
building being moved to another location, and (2) a letter dated 21 October from Councillor Logue, 
the Local Member, relative to the future use of Wellwynd Hall, Airdrie. 

 
Decided: that consideration be continued pending a report by the Director of Leisure Services. 

 
 
 

PARKS  AND  CATERING  SERVICES 
 
BUSINESS  PLAN  UPDATE  1998/99 - GROUNDS  MAINTENANCE  DIRECT  SERVICE 
ORGANISATION  -  1  APRIL  TO  30  SEPTEMBER  1998 
 
42. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services detailing 

the progress made by his Department between the period from 1 April to 30 September 1998 in 
relation to key tasks contained in the 1998/99 Business Plan for the Grounds Maintenance Direct 
Service Organisation. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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PLAINS  COMMUNITY  NATURE  PARK  -  SUPPORT  BY  DEPARTMENT  OF  LEISURE  SERVICES 
 
43. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
advising on the level of support provided by his Department to Plains Community Nature Park. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REMITS  FROM  THE  PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE  HELD  ON  18  NOVEMBER  
1998 
 
(1)  LOCAL  AGENDA  21  VIDEO 
 
44. With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Development 

Committee held on 18 November 1998, when that Committee had agreed to remit a report dated 
18 November 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development to this Committee for its interest, 
there was submitted the report and the relevant Minute Excerpt relative to the production of a video 
illustrating examples of sustainable developments in North Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  SCOTTISH  OFFICE  CONSULTATION  PAPER  -  PEOPLE  AND  NATURE  -  A  NEW  APPROACH   
      TO  SITES  OF  SPECIAL  SCIENTIFIC  INTEREST  DESIGNATIONS  IN  SCOTLAND 
 
45. With reference to paragraph 17 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Development 

Committee held on 18 November 1998, wherein that Committee had agreed to remit a report dated 
18 November 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development to this Committee for its 
information, there was submitted the report and relevant Minute Excerpt relative to the publication of 
a Scottish Office Consultation Paper entitled “A New Approach to Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
Designations in Scotland”. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
PETITION  -  GROUND  MAINTENANCE  -  BLACKWOOD,  CUMBERNAULD 
 
46. There was submitted a report dated 20 November 1998 by the Director of Administration advising (1) 

that a Petition containing 53 signatures had been received from William Duncan on behalf of 
residents of the Cedars Estate in Blackwood, Cumbernauld complaining that they were the only 
residents in the area who were obliged to contribute to the cost of grass cutting along Blackwood 
Road, Blackwood, Cumbernauld, and (2) that, in terms of the policy agreed by the Council for dealing 
with Petitions, the Director of Leisure Services would report further to the Committee on this matter. 

 
The Director of Leisure Services was heard further on the terms of the petition. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the complaint be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Administration advise the petitioners accordingly. 
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“NO  BALL  GAMES”/“NO  GOLF”  SIGNS 
 
47. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 December 

1998, there was re-submitted the report dated 30 September 1997 by the Director of Leisure Services 
(1) outlining proposals for the use of “No Ball Games” and “No Golf” signs in open space areas in 
North Lanarkshire, and (2) recommending (a) that the use of “No Ball Games” signs be discontinued 
in general open space areas; (b) that existing signs be removed on a phased basis, and (c) that a 
further report on the prohibition of golf or golf practice in open spaces be submitted to a future 
meeting of the Committee. 

 
Decided: that consideration of the matter be further continued. 

 
 
 

SPORT  AND  RECREATION 
 
BUSINESS  PLAN  UPDATE  1998/99 - SPORT  AND  LEISURE  MANAGEMENT  DIRECT  SERVICE  
ORGANISATION  -  1  APRIL  TO  30  SEPTEMBER  1998 
 
48. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services detailing 

the progress made by his Department between the period from 1 April to 30 September 1998 in 
relation to key tasks contained in the 1998/99 Business Plan for the Sport and Leisure Management 
Direct Service Organisation. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
“GET  FIT  TO  QUIT”  SMOKING  PROGRAMME 
 
49. There was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that a Get Fit to Quit Smoking Course Programme had been co-ordinated by his 
Department in association with Lanarkshire Health Board and was currently funded through the 
Regeneration Programme; (2) summarising the success of a pilot course, and (3) intimating (a) that 
three further courses were scheduled to commence in January 1999 which would conclude the 
project for this financial year, and (b) that, with a view to continuing the Get Fit to Quit Smoking 
Programme in 1999/2000, an additional request for funding had been submitted in terms of the 
1999/2000 budget process. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  HANDBALL  IN  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE 
 
50. There was submitted a report dated 17 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services intimating 

(1) that the Scottish Handball Association, in conjunction with the Scottish Sports Council had 
recently selected North Lanarkshire Council to participate in a nationwide initiative to develop the 
sport of Handball; (2) that his Department had been invited by the British Handball Association to 
form part of a three year partnership arrangement which would focus on promoting the sport of 
Handball across a wide section of age groups; (3) that it was considered appropriate for his 
Department to underpin the work of the Scottish Handball Association in North Lanarkshire by 
developing this initiative, and (4) that, in accordance with the recommendations from the Scottish 
Handball Association, his Department would contribute to the development of the project by £1,000 
for the first year, this sum to be reviewed annually over the remaining two years of the partnership 
arrangement. 
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Decided: that the partnership arrangement between the Council and the Scottish Handball 
Association be endorsed. 

 
SPORT  AND  RECREATION  FACILITY  INCOME  1998/99 
 
51. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

intimating that current projections in respect of sport and recreation facility income indicated an 
under-recovery of approximately £50,000 as at 31 March 1999, and (2) detailing the various external 
and internal factors which had influenced the level of facility income together with the actions 
proposed to be taken to minimise the level of shortfall in sport and recreation facility income. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
AUCHINLOCH  PLAYING  FIELD  -  RENEWAL  OF  LEASE  AGREEMENT 
 
52. There was submitted a report dated 6 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

advising that the existing lease with the Lenzie Estate Company Limited for the playing field at 
Auchinloch was due to expire in November 1998; (2) indicating that discussions to renew the lease 
had been undertaken by the Director of Planning and Development, and (3) seeking authorisation to 
renew the lease agreement for a further five year period with Lenzie Estates Company Limited in 
respect of the playing field. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that authorisation be given to renew the five year lease agreement in respect of Auchinloch 

Playing Field with the Lenzie Estates Company Limited on the same terms as the previous 
lease agreement, and 

 
(2) that the report be referred to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 

Sub-Committee for determination of the terms and conditions of the lease. 
 
 
 
LANARKSHIRE  LEISURE  TRAINING  CONSORTIUM 
 
53. There was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services advising 

(1) that the Lanarkshire Leisure Training Consortium had become moribund; (2) that following a 
meeting of all involved partners, it had been agreed that the organisation be wound up, and (3) that a 
cheque in the sum of £1,211.15 had been returned to his Department in respect of the Council’s 
interest in the Lanarkshire Leisure Training Consortium. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
FINAL  MEASUREMENT  -   THE  TIME  CAPSULE,  COATBRIDGE  -  NEW  SWIMMING  POOL 
 
54. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 28 October 1998 by the Acting Director of 

Construction Services advising that the final cost of constructing the new swimming pool at The Time 
Capsule, Coatbridge was £1,267,494 as against an estimated cost of the project of £1,412,210. 

 
Decided: that the final measurement contained in the report be noted. 
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RESIGNATION  OF  HEAD  OF  CULTURAL  AND  CORE  SERVICES 
 
55. The Convener advised the Members of the resignation from the post of Head of Cultural and Core 

Services of Ann Malloy who would be leaving in the new year and taking up a new post as Director of 
Customer and Advice Services with the London Borough of Hackney.  He then referred to the 
resignation of Norman Turner as the Director of Leisure Services who was also leaving to take up the 
post of Director of Leisure Services with London Borough of Newham.  The Convener concluded by 
expressing his sincere congratulations to Ms. Malloy and Mr. Turner; wished them every success in 
the future, and thanked then for their services to the Department of Leisure Services and the Council.  
The Committee concurred. 

 
 
 
It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 6 and 8 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of 
the Act. 
 
 
PROPOSED  CEMETERY  -  COLTSWOOD  ROAD,  COATBRIDGE 
 
56. With reference to paragraph 39 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 24 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services 
summarising the background, up to date position and two options open to the Council with regard to 
the proposed development of a cemetery at Coltswood Road, Coatbridge. 

 
Decided: that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for further 

consideration. 
 
 
 
BUSINESS  PLAN  UPDATE  1998/99  -  CATERING  DIRECT  SERVICE  ORGANISATION  -  1  APRIL  
TO  30  SEPTEMBER 1998 
 
57. There was submitted a report dated 19 November 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services advising 

of the progress made by his Department between the period from 1 April to 30 September 1998 in 
respect of the key tasks contained in the 1998/99 Business Plan for the Catering Direct Service 
Organisation. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
BUSINESS PLANS  1999/2000 
 
(1)  DIRECT  SERVICE  ORGANISATION  -  GROUND MAINTENANCE 
 
58. There was submitted the 1999/2000 Business Plan by the Director of Leisure Services in respect of 

the Ground Maintenance Direct Service Organisation. 
 

Decided: that the 1999/2000 Business Plan be noted. 
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(2)  DIRECT  SERVICE  ORGANISATION  -  CATERING 
 
59. There was submitted the 1999/2000 Business Plan by the Director of Leisure Services in respect of 

the Catering Direct Service Organisation. 
 

Decided: that the 1999/2000 Business Plan be noted. 
 
 
 
(3)  DIRECT  SERVICE  ORGANISATION  -  SPORT AND LEISURE MANAGEMENT 
 
60. There was submitted the 1999/2000 Business Plan by the Director of Leisure Services in respect of 

the Sport and Leisure Management Direct Service Organisation. 
 

Decided: that the 1999/2000 Business Plan be noted. 
 
 


