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Date: 12 January 1999 

e 
Ref MKH 

Subject: DEPARTMENT FOR CULTURE, I MEDIA AND SPORT 
0:  LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

NEW LINKS FOR THE LOTTERY: 
A CONSULTATION PAPER 

1. Introduction 

This report outlines details of a consultation paper received from the Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport on “New Links for the Lottery” and proposes the Council’s response to the paper. 

2. Background 

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport circulated a consultation paper on “New Links for the 
Lottery - proposals for the New Opportunities Fund (NOF) ’’ which was presented to Parliament in 
November 1998. Comments were sought, on the paper, by the 15 January 1999. 

The New Opportunities Fund was created by the National Lottery Act 1998 to fund health, education 
and environmental initiatives. 

The new initiatives for the New Opportunities Fund has been made possible because the National 
Lottery is now expected to raise €10.6 billion, E1.6 billion more than initially forecast, over the seven 
years of the current licence. In September, the Secretary of State announced that the arts, sport, 
heritage and charities would each receive €50 million extra, and NOF a further E400 million. 

Summarv of Proposals 3. 

0 The government plan to give &400 million extra National Lottery money to local communities 
for health, education and environmental projects. 

0 The paper proposes new initiatives on which the €400 million should be spent by the New 
Opportunities Fund (NOF), and seeks views on how they should be designed and delivered. 
These initiatives are: 

0 Cancer prevention, detection, treatment and care 
Voluntary organisations working in partnership with the National Health Service could 
apply for help on projects such as providing equipment, improving access to services, 
and adapting living conditions. Health authorities would have to agree to replace any 
lottery-funded equipment when necessary. 
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0 Community access to lifelong learning 
Lottery money would help develop a network of centres for community learning, 
linking public libraries, the National Grid for Learning and other initiatives to open up 
access to information. Priority groups would include people with disabilities, the 
socially disadvantaged and those with few or no formal qualifications. 

0 Summer Schools 
NOF’s out of school hours initiative would be expanded to create an extra 250,000 
summer holiday school places throughout the UK, aimed at helping children to develop 
their sporting and creative skills as well as in subjects like maths and science. 

0 Green spaces and sustainable communities 
Local groups could get lottery money to improve existing public spaces, create or 
conserve areas of local interest, parks, play areas, allotments or gardens, or create safe 
routes to schools. Communities could get help to acquire land important to them, 
following the example of the islanders of Eigg in the Western Isles of Scotland. 

0 The consultation paper also asks all lottery distributors to: 

0 investigate ways of ensuring the needs and expectations of people with disabilities are 
properly recognised; 

e consider how the lottery can contribute more to the realisation of The Giving Age by 
providing more scope for volunteers, including valuing their work as part of the 
partnership element required for many grant applications. 

0 The consultation paper sought views by the 15 January, particularly on: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

the scope and focus for each initiative 
how they relate to existing programmes 
the likely level of local and voluntary sector participation 
the viability, delivery and sustainability of projects 
the benchmarks by which achievements can be measured 
the particular needs of the different parts of the United Kingdom 

0 Subject to Parliamentary approval this Spring, the National Opportunities Fund will be able to .. 
start inviting applications under the new initiatives before the end of 1999. 

4. Response to the ProDosals 

A copy of our response to the Department for Culture, Media and Sport is attached in Appendixl. 

5.  Conclusion 

This additional 2400 million extra National Lottery Money being made available to local communities 
for health, education and environmental projects is to be welcomed and provides an opportunity for the 
Council to work with partners to obtain funding, subject to matching funding being made available. 

6. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee homologates the response to the Consultation paper detailed in 
this report. 
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APPENDIX 1 
DEPARTMENT FOR CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT 
NEW LINKS FOR THE LOTTERY 
Proposals for the New Opportunities Fund 

North Lanarkshire Council’s Response to the Consultation Paper 

1. General 

We welcome the additional 2400 million extra National Lottery money being made available to local 
communities for health, education and environmental projects. 

2. The Scope and Focus for Each Initiative 

. Cancer, prevention, detection, treatment and care 

In terms of cancer prevention it has been widely documented that by reducing smoking and alcohol 
intake and by increasing physical activity that the risk of developing some cancers can be reduced 
considerably. 

As part of the existing initiative to develop Healthy Living Centres, there is an opportunity for these 
centres, to also provide a focus on cancer prevention through promoting healthy living. 

There is an opportunity for the Council to work with partners, such as, the Lanarkshire Health 
Board, and volunteer organisations in developing Healthy Living Centres, either through the 
conversion of existing facilities or through the development of new ones. 

As the North Lanarkshire Council area, has a higher than average percentage of people with longer 
term illness, health problems, high levels of smoking, drinking and drug abuse and poor diet. Both 
the existing initiative for “Healthy Living Centres” and this new initiative for cancer, prevention, 
detection, treatment and care, offer an opportunity for the Council to work with partners to target 
these problems. 

. Community access to lifelong learning 

The overall aim of the initiative is to be welcomed. 

There are opportunities for the Council to use existing facilities to develop learning centres and, as 
stated in the paper, libraries, community centres, museums and galleries, supermarkets, schools or 
colleges might all provide accessible venues. 

. Summer Schools 

The concept of “Summer Camps” is popular abroad where both recreational and educational 
activities are made available, for example in the USA and Canada. These camps are often 
residential. This concept could be considered for funding through the NOF, although whilst 
recreational facilities may be readily available, there would need to be suitable accommodation for 
attending groups. 

There is an opportunity for Councils to work with volunteer organisations in developing Summer 
Schools. 
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There is an opportunity to establish Summer Schools of a sporting nature within existing leisure 
facilities adjacent or near to local schools. 

. Green spaces and sustainable communities 

The scope of the initiative is broad-ranging. The paper states that the particular focus is on the 
creation, improvement or acquisition of green spaces of importance to communities. However, 
perhaps the initiative should give equal importance to funding projects designed to bring about a 
better quality of life in communities. In urban areas, it may be more difficult for local communities 
to acquire areas of green spaces. Consideration should be given to the implications of this initiative 
in a rural or urban area. 

2. How They Relate to Existing Programmes 

As stated above, there is a link between the cancer prevention initiative and the existing programme to 
establish healthy living centres. 

; 

There are clear links between the Lifetime Learning Initiative and other existing government initiativ €m 
as detailed in the paper. The Council currently offers learning opportunities through Open Learning, 
Community Education, Arts and Sports Development Programmes and new Technology Centres. 

3. The Likely Level of Local and Voluntary Sector Participation 

Scottish sport still operates in a climate of amateur clubs relying on volunteer coaches, administrators 
etc. Proving opportunities for such groups to access potentially large sums of money, would, benefit 
the sports and clubs they represent. 

4. The Viability, Delivery and Sustainability of Projects 

One major concern, regarding NOF would be the requirement for all projects to normally have an 
element of partnership funding and/or contributions in kind from other sources. With financial 
constraints within the Council, it is increasingly difficult for Councils to provide capital and revenue 
funding, which has implications for both the start-up and duration of the project and the potential for 
continuing the project, when grant funding has finished. 

The Benchmarks by Which Achievements can be Measured 

Each project should identify measurable targets against which it will be monitored to demonstrate the 
effectiveness/success of the project. 

5. 

As the programme develops then benchmarks can be established, using projects that show examples of 
best practice. 

Perhaps, some indicators could be developed, once the broad picture has been established on the types 
of projects achieving funding. 

6. The Particular Needs of the Different Parts of the United Kingdom 

Whilst each initiative is of national significance, there will be different needs depending on what 
existing programmes are already in place, the particular problems an area has, whether an area is rural 
or urban, and the bodies distributing lottery money. These should all be considered when 
developing the strategy for distributing the funds. 
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