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To: LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE Subject: WHITE HOUSE 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

From: DIRECTOR OF LEISURE SERVICES 

Date: 11 January 1999 Ref AM/KH 

1. Introduction 

This report provides an update on progress with plans for the White House, Kilsyth. 

2. Background 

The Department has been working with Strathclyde Building Preservation Trust (SBPT), the owners of 
the White House, to find and design a feasible heritage project for the lower floor of this building 
which was originally two drapers shops and contained many of their original 1930’s fittings. 
building as a whole is being preserved by the Trust, and the upper floor is being converted to flats by 
them. 

The 

2.1 ORIGINAL PROPOSAL 

When the project was initially discussed SBPT, through funding from Historic Scotland, 
intended to fund the structural works necessary and provide a shell to the Council to develop as 
a museum. This project was included in the Department’s Service Plan at a cost of &80,000, 
which may also have been eligible for Lottery Funding. 

However, the Heritage Lottery Fund has informally advised that the White House development -. 
would be regarded as a new museum project and would, therefore, be considered a low priority 
for HLF under its new policies. 

2.2 PLANNING DEPARTMENT PROPOSAL 

When the Department last reported to committee in September, a bid had been made (for 
Lottery Funding) by the Department of Planning, as part of the Kilsyth Townscape Heritage 
Initiative which included the White House. 

The application was unsuccessful. The Heritage Lottery Fund provided a brief explanation of 
their decision: 

0 The application contained too high a proportion of ‘public realm’ work eg street furniture. 
The project did not have sufficiently high heritage merit. 
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3. Current Position 

0 It would still be possible for the Department to develop this project in conjunction with SBPT, 
however, as Lottery Funding wiII no longer be available, the capital financing will require to come 
from the Council and will be in the region of 2150,000. Until the capital is identified for this 
project, no further progress can be made. 

0 Meantime, the Planning Department intends to commission an urban design study to take forward 
many of the proposals contained within their Kilsyth Townscape Heritage Initiative. However, 
without HLF funding it is unlikely that the development of the White House as a museum can 
proceed. 

0 The Planning Department is also currently considering whether the fixtures and fittings require to be 
retained as part of an alternative future use of the property. Otherwise, the fixtures and fittings 
could be removed and added to the North Lanarkshire Museums and Heritage collection. 

4. Recommendation 

It is recommended, therefore, that: 

(1) the inclusion or otherwise of this project in the capital programme be confirmed as soon as 
possible, and 

(2) if included, the project is progressed as per the original proposal in conjunction with SBPT 

(2) if excluded, that fixtures and fittings within the White House are removed and 
acquired to the North Lanarkshire Museums and Heritage collection, should it not be possible 
to retain them as part of a future use of the property 




