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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

1. Introduction 

This report outlines the result of environmental surveys carried out within the museum environments 
and makes recommendations for improvements. 

2. Background 

Fluctuations in the environment can cause damage to museum collections. The extent of the damage 
varies according to the type of material involved. For example, paper and some archaeological material 
is very easily damaged by sunlight, whereas, industrial collections are robust and not normally affected 
by light levels. Temperature, relative humidity and light levels within the museum stores and the 
display areas are constantly monitored. The data collected is used to prevent damage from occurring, 
and objects may be removed from public display if the conditions are not correct. 

3 .  Results of Environmental Survevs 

( 1 )  Motherwell Heritage Centre 

The Heritage Centre is a new facility which has been built to a high specification, including 
specific environmentally controlled storage areas. 

The light levels within the temporary gallery are extremely high due to the large number of 
windows in the gallery. This might affect sensitive material which is otherwise unprotected. 

UV filtering of the windows is currently being investigated. 

(2) Summerlee Heritage Park 

A number of problems exist at Summerlee Heritage Park. 

Temperature - the almost total lack of heating within the exhibition hall and the museum 
stores means that temperatures can fall below freezing during the winter. This is not only 

- damaging to the collections but is also very uninviting for visitors. 
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0 Weather - the location of larger items outside, due to lack of space, has caused damage and 
some items are urgently in need of remedial work and covered storage. 

Weavers Cottage 

There have been no problems identified at Weavers Cottage. 

Shotts Heritage Centre 

There have been no problems identified at Shotts Heritage Centre. 

Cumbernauld Museum 

The museum facility at Cumbernauld has not been open for a full year, therefore, the data is 
not complete. 

Lenziemill Archive Repository 

The building does not show too many fluctuations in temperature or relative humidity and the 
light levels are very low, but it would benefit from the installation of air-conditioning and a 
dehumidification unit. 

0 

4. Action Rewired 

The works identified in para 3 above will be costed, together with the identification of possible sources 
of funding. 

5 .  Recommendation 

It is recommended that a further report be produced when the information identified in para 4 above is 
available. 
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