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Motherwell, 27 January 1999 at 10 am. 
 

A Meeting of the LEISURE  SERVICES  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McGhee, Convener; Councillor Scott, Vice-Convener; Councillors Chadha, Coyle, Curran, Griffin, 
Logue, McCulloch, W. Martin, Moran, Morgan, M. Murray and Sullivan. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McGhee (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer; Head of Culture and Core Services; Head of Parks and Catering; Head of 
Sport and Recreation; Head of Economic Development and Property; Accounting Manager, and Senior 
Accountant. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Hebenton, McCabe and Nolan. 
 
 
LEISURE  SERVICES  (GRANTS)  SUB-COMMITTEE  
 
1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Leisure Services (Grants) Sub-Committee of 

2 December 1998. 
 

Decided: that the Minute be noted and approved. 
 
 
 
REMIT FROM  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  HELD  ON  26  JANUARY  1999  -  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  
LOCAL  CHILDCARE  PARTNERSHIP 
 
2. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of the Education Committee held on 

26 January 1999, when that Committee, having considered the terms of a report dated 
29 December 1998 by the Director of Education in relation to the establishment of a Local Childcare 
Partnership and the utilisation of the Community On-line Public Access System in Council libraries, 
had agreed to remit the report to this Committee for information, there was submitted the report. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
DEPARTMENT  OF  LEISURE  SERVICES  -  FINANCIAL  MONITORING  REPORT  1998/99  -  1  APRIL  
TO  6  DECEMBER  1998 
 
3. There was submitted a report dated 20 January 1999 by the Director of Finance advising of the 

current Departmental spending levels for the period from 1 April to 6 December 1998, and providing 
a comparison with the approved budget, excluding loan charges, Central Administration recharges 
and the Central Repairs Account. 
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Decided: that the report be noted. 
 
 
LEISURE  SERVICES  -  REVENUE  ESTIMATES  -  1999/2000  BASE  SUBMISSIONS 
 
4. There was submitted a report dated 17 December 1998 by the Director of Finance containing the 

base estimate submission for the Department of Leisure Services for the year 1999/2000, and 
outlining the broad principles within which the Council’s budget was being prepared. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
SERVICE  PLANS  1999-2000  -  DEPARTMENT  OF  LEISURE  SERVICES  1999/2002 
 
5. There were submitted reports (docketed) dated 22 December 1998 and 27 January 1999 by 

respectively the Chief Executive and Director of Leisure Services drawing to Members’ attention the 
Department of Leisure Services’ Service Plan for the three year period 1999-2002 as part of the 
Council’s Corporate Planning Process. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposals included in the Service Plan be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Service Plan be otherwise remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for 

further consideration. 
 
 
 
REMIT  FROM  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  HELD  ON  3  DECEMBER  1998  -  MILLENNIUM  
COMPLIANCY  -  UPDATE 
 
6. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 

3 December 1998, wherein it had been agreed that reports updating Members on Millennium 
Compliancy was to be submitted to this Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
12 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) intimating that a Working Group had been 
established comprising Officers from the Departments of Leisure Services and Finance to 
disseminate information and co-ordinate, across his Department, progress towards millennium 
compliance for computerised systems and non-computerised systems affected by the year 2000 date 
change; (2) detailing progress made in relation to preparation of computerised and non-computerised 
systems for operations into the Millennium; (3) enclosing, as Appendices 1 and 2 to the report, details 
of the current millennium status of computer software systems and non-computerised systems, 
respectively, and (4) advising that the current estimated cost of achieving year 2000 compliance for 
his Department’s computerised and non-computerised systems was £130,000. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be remitted to the Finance Committee with a request that the current 

estimated cost of £130,000 to achieve year 2000 compliance be met from the Council’s 
Millennium Compliancy budget, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Leisure Services submit further progress reports, as appropriate, to future 

meetings of the Committee until the exercise on year 2000 compliance for computerised and 
non-computerised systems has been completed. 
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PROPERTY  MATTERS  -  UPDATE  
 
7. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) summarising the outstanding repairs to his Department’s facilities by type of repair and by length 
of period repair was outstanding; (2) expressing his concern that the condition of some facilities had 
resulted in their level of usage decreasing with adverse effects on the generation of income from 
them; (3) advising (a) that, in relation to the Burns Memorial Hall, Kilsyth, the Director of Planning 
and Development had, following a detailed building survey, recommended that the building be 
demolished; (b) that, in relation to Bowhouse Community Centre, Airdrie, the Director of Planning 
and Development had recommended that the building be demolished because of its limited usage 
and the increasing costs required to maintain the facility to an operational level, and (c) that the local 
Members had been contacted, each of whom had concurred with the recommendations to demolish 
the Burns Memorial Hall, Kilsyth and Bowhouse Community Centre, Airdrie, and (4) enclosing, as an 
Appendix to the report, a list detailing each of the outstanding repairs. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Directors of Leisure Services and Planning and Development be instructed to submit 

a joint quarterly report to the Committee detailing outstanding repairs to Department of 
Leisure Services’ facilities; 

 
(2) that the Burns Memorial Hall, Kilsyth and the Bowhouse Community Centre, Airdrie be 

declared surplus to the requirements of the Department of Leisure Services, and  
 

(3) that the disposal of the Burns Memorial Hall, Kilsyth and the Bowhouse Community Centre, 
Airdrie be remitted to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 
Sub-Committee with a recommendation that both properties be demolished. 

 
 
 
LEISURE  PLAN  CONSULTATION  PROCESS  
 
8. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

2 September 1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 January 1999 by the Director of 
Leisure Services (1) summarising the up to date position regarding the Consultation Process which 
was taking place in respect of the draft Leisure Plan; (2) advising that a presentation of the draft 
Leisure Plan had been made to each of the nine Area Committees, and (3) detailing a revised 
timetable for consideration of the draft Leisure Plan. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the revised timetable in respect of the consultation period, as detailed in the report, be 

noted, and 
 

(2) that a final report on the Consultation Process in relation to the draft Leisure Plan be 
submitted to the Leisure Services Committee at its first meeting after May 1999. 

 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL/SOUTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL  -  RECIPROCAL   
ARRANGEMENTS 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 August 

1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 December 1998 by the Director of Leisure 
Services (1) summarising the outcome of a meeting of the Lanarkshire Leisure Liaison Group which 
had been held on 14 December 1998 in relation to the following reciprocal arrangements between 
this Council and South Lanarkshire Council, viz:- (a) Joint Fireworks Display at Strathclyde Park; (b) 
Cemeteries; (c) Talented Performers Sports Pass/South Lanarkshire Gold Card; (d) Passport to 
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Leisure, and 
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(e) Libraries, and (2) advising that the impact of private sector developments on income targets at 
existing Leisure facilities in both North Lanarkshire and South Lanarkshire  would be reviewed by the 
Lanarkshire Leisure Liaison Group at its next meeting in June 1999 where, if appropriate, a joint 
marketing Scheme would be considered. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
DEPARTMENT  FOR  CULTURE,  MEDIA  AND  SPORT  -  “NEW  LINKS  FOR  THE  LOTTERY  -  
PROPOSALS  FOR  THE  NEW  OPPORTUNITIES  FUND”  -  CONSULTATION  PAPER  
 
10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) advising that the Department for Culture, Media and Sport had produced a consultation document 
entitled “New Links for the Lottery - Proposals for the New Opportunities Fund”; (2) summarising the 
contents of the consultation document; (3) intimating that as the Department of Culture, Media and 
Sport had requested the Council’s comments by 15 January 1999 a response had been sent by the 
Director of Administration, following consultation with the Convener, and (4) enclosing, as an 
Appendix to the report, the Council’s response to the document. 

 
Decided: that the action taken by the Director of Administration in responding to the Department 

for Culture, Media and Sport in relation to the consultation document entitled “New 
Links for the Lottery - Proposals for the New Opportunities Fund” be homologated. 

 
 
 
EFFECTS  OF  STORM  DAMAGE  FOR  DEPARTMENT  OF  LEISURE  SERVICES  
 
11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) detailing damage to his Department’s facilities caused by the storms which occurred on 
26 December 1998 and 2 January 1999; (2) advising of the action taken by staff in responding to the 
numerous emergency calls made as a result of the storms, and (3) summarising the financial 
implications of the storm damage etc., to date. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Leisure Services submit a further report to the Committee detailing the 

final costs of repair work resulting from damage caused by the storms which occurred on 
26 December 1998 and 2 January 1999. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  TOURISM  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  MONITOR  -  UPDATE 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Economic Development 

Committee held on 21 January 1999, there was submitted a joint report dated 21 January 1999 by 
the Director of Leisure Services and Director of Planning and Development (1) reminding Members 
that, as part of the development of the Lanarkshire Tourism Strategy, this Council and South 
Lanarkshire Council had each contributed £5,000 in 1997/98 towards the operation of a Lanarkshire 
Model of the Scottish Tourism Economic Activity Monitor, with the development cost, amounting to 
£6,200, being met by the Lanarkshire Development Agency, and (2) intimating (a) that on 1 April 
1998, the responsibility for the Scottish Tourism Economic Activity Monitor contract and the 
Lanarkshire Model of this Monitor had transferred to the Scottish Tourist Board and that since that 
date progress on 
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implementing the project had been halted; (b) that the Lanarkshire Development Agency had 
expressed, on behalf of the Lanarkshire Development Group, its concerns regarding the cessation of 
development to the Lanarkshire Model of the Scottish Tourism Economic Activity by the Scottish 
Tourist Board, and (c) that the lack of the Lanarkshire Model of the Scottish Tourism Economic 
Activity Monitor as a monitoring tool for tourism in Lanarkshire potentially undermined future 
applications for funding from the European Regional Development Fund and the European Social 
Fund. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that the Economic Development Committee had instructed the Director of 

Planning and Development to write to the Scottish Tourist Board intimating the Council’s 
concern at the lack of progress made in relation to the Lanarkshire Model of the Scottish 
Tourism Economic Activity Monitor, and 

 
(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
DRAFT  MILLENNIUM  STRATEGY  -  A  SUGGESTED  FRAMEWORK 
 
13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) reminding Members that he had responsibility as the Council’s Co-ordinator for Millennium 
matters; (2) detailing the aims and objectives of the Council’s Millennium Strategy, and (3) intimating 
(a) that as part of the Department of Leisure Services’ Service Plan for 1999-2000, £100,000 capital 
and £250,000 revenue funding had been requested to progress additional activities or community 
support, and (b) that a Corporate Officers’ Working Group had been established to implement the 
Council’s Millennium Strategy. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration of 

funding availability for the Council’s Millennium activity, and  
 

(2) that progress reports on the implementation of the Council’s Millennium Strategy be 
submitted by the Corporate Officers’ Working Party to future meetings of the Committee. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1) “HOW  GOOD  IS  YOUR  MUSEUM  SERVICE?” 
 
14. There was submitted an invitation from the Scottish Museums Council and the Convention of 

Scottish Local Authorities to be represented at their Joint Conference entitled “How Good is Your 
Museum Service?” to be held in Edinburgh on 25 February 1999. 

 
Decided: that consideration of attendance at the Joint Conference be continued. 

 
 
 
(2)  “EXERCISE  REFERRAL  SCHEMES  IN  PRIMARY  CARE” 
 
15. There was submitted an invitation from the Institute of Leisure and Amenity Management to be 

represented at its Conference entitled “Exercise Referral Schemes in Primary Care” to be held in 
Coventry between 9 and 10 March 1999. 
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Decided: that consideration of attendance at the Conference be continued. 
 
 
(3)  “LEISURE  AND  HOSPITALITY  -  A  WINNING  COMBINATION” 
 
16. There was submitted an invitation from the Institute of Leisure and Amenity Management to be 

represented at its Conference entitled “Leisure and Hospitality - A Winning Combination” to be held 
in Birmingham on 27 January 1999. 

 
Decided: that it be noted that no Member had attended this Conference. 

 
 
 
(4) “LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  FINANCE,  EDUCATION,  THE  FUTURE  OF  LIBRARIES,   
         COUNCILLORS’  ALLOWANCES” 
 
17. There was submitted an invitation from the National Association of Councillors to be represented at 

its Conference entitled “Local Government Finance, Education, The Future of Libraries, Councillors’ 
Allowances” to be held in Brighton between 12 and 14 March 1999. 

 
Decided: that consideration of attendance at this Conference be continued. 

 
 
 

CULTURAL 
 
GLASGOW  CALEDONIAN  UNIVERSITY  INDUSTRY  HOSTED  MANAGEMENT  PROJECT 
 
18. There was submitted a report dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) reminding 

Members that his Department was a “host organisation” for management projects undertaken as part 
of the Glasgow Caledonian University BA (Honours) Tourism Management Course; (2) detailing 
projects which would be undertaken by students from Glasgow Caledonian University for his 
Department, and (3)  advising (a) that the final presentation and reports to his Department would be 
made at the end of May 1999, and (b) that the Council would recover the costs of any related student 
travel, administration and the production of any final reports. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
100  <CINE>  100 
 
19. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997, there was submitted a report dated 12 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 
(1) reminding Members that, following the failure of the initial 100 <Cine> 100 project to attract 
funding from the European Regional Development Fund and the Millennium Commission in 1996, 
the project was revised in the form of an extension to the Summerlee Heritage Museum; 
(2) intimating (a) that despite pursuing funding options for the revised 100 <Cine> 100 project, 
funding for the project remained unavailable; (b) that the most recent capital cost of the revised 
project was estimated to be in excess of £12 m, and (c) that, as the European Regional Development 
Fund had deferred consideration of the revised funding application for the 100 <Cine> 100 project 
and the Heritage Lottery Fund had introduced new policies which were likely to reduce support for 
such an application, no substantial sources of external funding could be identified for developing the 
project;  (3) detailing the various options available to the Council in terms of the 100 <Cine> 100 
project, and (4) advising that in the event that the project could not proceed, the film and cinema 
collections stored at Summerlee Heritage Park under the terms of temporary loan agreements with 
Scottish Screen and Bob Riddell-Black, respectively, should be returned to their respective owners. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that it be noted that there were no external sources of funding for the current 100 <Cine> 100 
project; 

 
(2) that it be noted that a smaller scale project, which would have to be mainly funded by the 

Council, would not meet the Council’s objectives in terms of tourism or museum provision; 
 

(3) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration of the 
funding requirements for the current 100 <Cine> 100 project, and 

 
(4) that if capital programme funding is not made available, the film and further collections, 

currently stored at Summerlee Heritage Park, be returned to their respective owners. 
 
 
 
WHITE  HOUSE,  KILSYTH 
 
20. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 11 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 
advising (1) that the application made by the Council to the Heritage Lottery Fund in respect of the 
Kilsyth Townscape Heritage Fund which included a development plan for a new museum in the 
White House, Kilsyth had been unsuccessful; (2) that, in the absence of funding for the development 
of a museum in the White House, Kilsyth from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the project, if it was to 
proceed,  would require capital investment from the Council in the region of £150,000, and (3) that, in 
the event that the project could not proceed, the fixtures and fittings contained in the White House 
could be removed and added to the North Lanarkshire Museum and Heritage collection. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that the application made by the Council to the Heritage Lottery Fund in 

respect of the Kilsyth Townscape Heritage Fund which included a development plan for a 
new museum in the White House, Kilsyth had been unsuccessful; 

 
(2) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration of the 

funding requirements for a new museum in the White House, Kilsyth, and 
 

(3) that, in the event of the project not proceeding, the fixtures and fittings within the White 
House be removed and added to the Council’s Museum and Heritage collection. 

 
 
 
CUMBERNAULD  LIBRARY  -  STRUCTURAL  DAMAGE 
 
21. There was submitted a report dated 11 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services advising 

(1) that following checks carried out to Cumbernauld Library on 29 December 1998 following a fire 
alarm and, on the recommendation of the Director of Planning and Development, the external wall of 
the Library had been shored up and a temporary internal wall had been constructed prior to members 
of the public finally being allowed partial access to the building on 31 December 1998; (2) that until 
clearance is received from the Director of Planning and Development for the library to be re-opened 
to the public, the library will only be able to operate a return service with the Cumbernauld Museum, 
based within the library, remaining closed, and (3) that the extent to which services operating from 
Cumbernauld Library will be affected remained uncertain. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 
 

(2) that the Director of Leisure Services submit a further report to the Committee when further 
details on the implications of the closure of Cumbernauld Library become available. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  OFFICE  -  “OPPORTUNITIES  SCOTLAND:  A  PAPER  ON  LIFELONG  LEARNING”  -  
CONSULTATION  PAPER 
 
22. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) advising that the Scottish Office had produced a consultation document entitled “Opportunities 
Scotland: A Paper on Life Long Learning”; (2) summarising the contents of the consultation 
document; (3) detailing his comments in relation to the various points raised in the consultation 
document, and (4) intimating that his comments had been forwarded to the Director of Education who 
was to send a joint response to the Scottish Office. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Leisure Services’ comments in relation to the consultation document 

entitled “Opportunities Scotland: A Paper on Life Long Learning” be endorsed; 
 

(2) that it be noted that the Director of Leisure Services’ comments had been sent to the Director 
of Education for inclusion in a joint response to the consultation document to be sent by him 
to the Scottish Office, and 

 
(3) that action, where appropriate, is taken to ensure that the Department of Leisure Services is 

a positive partner in creating the opportunities outlined in the consultation document. 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY  CENTRE  SECTION  -  LEASED  FACILITIES 
 
23. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) summarising the current leasing arrangements between the Council and various lessees in 
respect of Community facilities; (2) intimating that three types of organisations leased community 
facilities, viz, Management Committees of Centres used by the Community; Community 
Organisations with the exclusive use, and Commercial Organisations, and (3) proposing (a) that the 
terms and conditions of leasing agreements for all Community Centres be standardised, and (b) that 
a three tiered charging structure be introduced for the different types of organisations which leased 
Community Centres. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposal that standard terms and conditions for leasing agreements for Community 

Centres be drawn up be remitted to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 
Sub-Committee for consideration; 

 
(2) that new or updated leasing agreements be drawn up for all parties currently using 

Community facilities on a leased basis; 
 

(3) that the proposed three tiered charging structure as detailed in the report be introduced, on 
the understanding that the Director of Leisure Services would take cognisance of the 
Committee’s previous recommendation to the Planning and Development (Buildings and 
Property) Sub-Committee that Airdrie Resource Centre and Whifflet Community Centre be 

C 
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leased to Airdrie and Coatbridge Helping Hands organisations respectively for a peppercorn 
rent of £1 per annum;  

 
(4) that the Director of Planning and Development be instructed to conduct a review of lease 

agreement payments, and 
 

(5) that the Director of Leisure Services be instructed to continue to monitor the state of repair 
and general conditions of Community facilities on a regular basis. 

 
 
 
COMMUNITY  CENTRES  -  KITCHEN  FACILITIES 
 
24. There was submitted a report dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services advising 

(1) that the Council was responsible for ensuring that kitchens within its facilities were adequate; (2) 
that a review of the kitchen facilities within Community Centres was currently being conducted in 
conjunction with the Department of Environmental Services; (3) that this review had already 
indicated that a number of kitchens required possible improvement in the future; (4) that, while the 
review was being conducted, temporary ad-hoc arrangements were being made to accommodate 
bookings for Community Centres, and (5) that the findings of this review may have financial and 
operational implications for his Department. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Leisure Services submit a further report on the findings on the 

review of kitchen facilities within Community Centres, together with details of any 
operational and financial implications, to a future meeting of the Committee. 

 
 
 
MUSEUMS  COMPUTER  SYSTEMS  -  YEAR 2000 
 
25. There was submitted a report dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services advising 

(1) that, for the reasons detailed therein, it was considered necessary to standardise the museum 
collections documentation systems inherited from the former District Councils; (2) that the most 
adaptable and appropriate system for all of the museum collections was the STAR System which was 
millennium compliant and would extend public access to the museum collections; (3) that the cost of 
establishing the STAR System for all museum collections was estimated at £136,000, and (4) that 
the transfer of information to the STAR System could be phased with collection details currently held 
on systems which were not millennium compliant being transferred as a priority. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that approval be given, in principle, for the rationalisation of the museum collections 

documentation systems onto a computerised system; 
 

(2) that the Director of Leisure Services be instructed to submit the estimated cost of introducing 
a phased programme for the rationalisation of the museum collections computerised system 
incorporating millennium compliance requirements; 

 
(3) that the Director of Leisure Services be instructed to investigate and identify any suitable 

sources of funding for the rationalisation of the System, and  
 

(4) that the Director of Leisure Services be instructed to submit further reports, as appropriate, to 
future meetings of the Committee. 

 
 
 
MUSEUMS  -  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONDITIONS 
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26. There was submitted a report dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) detailing 
the results of environmental surveys carried out within the various Museum environments, and (2) 
advising that it would now be necessary (a) to cost the improvement works which had been identified 
by the surveys as being necessary, and (b) to identify possible sources of funding for these works. 
Decided: that the Director of Leisure Services submit a further report detailing the cost of 

improving various Museum environments to a future meeting of the Committee. 
 
 
 
STORAGE  OF  MUSEUM  COLLECTIONS  
 
27. There was submitted a report dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) detailing 

(a) the various museum collections owned by the Council, and (b) the locations and method by which 
these museum collections were stored; (2) advising that it was necessary to develop an integrated 
approach to the care and storage of museum collections, and (3) proposing (a) that a purpose built 
store be built for the industrial collections currently located at Summerlee Heritage Park which 
incorporated the frontage of a 19th century tenement building removed from its original site in 
Sunnyside Road, Coatbridge in 1990, and (b) that the museum stores at Summerlee Heritage Park 
be improved in line with the Museum and Galleries Commission’s recommendations for museum 
storage. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Leisure Services be instructed 

 
(1) to prepare detailed proposals and costings in relation to specific requirements for storage of 

museums collections, and 
 

(2) to identify sources of funding to provide 
 

(a) a new museum store with public access which incorporated the frontage of the 19th 
century tenement building removed from Sunnyside Road, Coatbridge, and 

 
(b) to upgrade the other museum stores at Summerlee Heritage Park. 

 
 
 
LIBRARIES  IT 
 
28. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) reminding Members that his Department’s Service Plan for the last three years and the Essential 
Capital Programme for 1999-2000 had identified a requirement for a replacement computerised 
system for the Libraries and Information Section; (2) stressing that the replacement system required 
to be installed and operational by July 1999 at the latest; (3) giving details of and containing his 
observations on the two options open to the Council, and (4) summarising the funding implications of 
the two options outlined in the report for the replacement computerised system. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the identification of funding for the new computerised system for the Libraries and 

Information Section be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for further 
consideration, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Leisure Services be instructed to confirm with the Director of Finance, the 

suitability or otherwise of respective servers to best support the Libraries and Information 
Section’s requirements. 

 
 
 
GLENMAVIS  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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29. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of the Special Planning and Development 

Committee held on 31 August 1998, there was submitted a report dated 7 January 1999 by the 
Director of Leisure Services (1) reminding Members that Headway Developments Limited, Hamilton  
had applied for planning permission for a new housing development in Glenmavis which included the 
construction of a replacement Community Centre; (2) summarising the content of the planning 
application submitted by the Developers, and (3) advising (a) that, as the proposed development 
included building on a site designated as part of the green belt, the planning application had been 
referred to the Secretary of State for Scotland in accordance with the Town and Country Planning 
(Notification of Applications) (Scotland) Direction, and (b) intimating that if planning permission is 
granted, the Developers will be required to agree to build a replacement Community Centre in 
Glenmavis to his specification. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that, subject to planning agreement being received from the Secretary of State for Scotland 

in relation to the application submitted by Headway Developments Limited, Hamilton  for a 
new housing development in Glenmavis, the Director of Leisure Services be authorised to 
continue discussions with the Developers in respect of the specification of the Community 
Centre, and 

 
(2) that, on receipt of confirmation that the housing development in Glenmavis is to proceed, a 

report containing proposals for the replacement Community Centre and the declaration of 
land as surplus be submitted to this Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
COSLA  ANNUAL  SURVEY  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  EXPENDITURE  1997/98 
 
30. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure 
Services (1) enclosing tables detailing the results of the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities’ 
Annual Survey on Public Expenditure in Scottish Libraries for 1997-98, and (2) showing the Council’s 
comparative position in relation to the other authorities. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Leisure Services submit further reports to the Committee on an annual 

basis. 
 
 
 
PUBLIC  USE  OF  THE  INTERNET  -  POLICY  AND  PROCEDURE 
 
31. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) advising that, since public use of the internet service is now available at all Council Libraries, a 
clear policy on the public use of the Internet within the Libraries and Information Service was 
required, and (2) enclosing, as Appendices 1 and 2, respectively, details of the policy and procedure 
and the registration and user agreement which he proposed introducing.  The Head of Culture and 
Core Services then orally advised that minor amendments to each document had been proposed by 
the Head of Legal Services. 
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Decided: that, subject to the incorporation of the amendments proposed by the Head of Legal 
Services, the policy and procedures and the registration and user agreement in 
relation to public use of the internet service available through the Libraries and 
Information Service be noted. 
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SCOTTISH  PARLIAMENT  INFORMATION  CENTRE  -  LINK  LIBRARIES 
 
32. There was submitted a report dated 14 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

intimating that the Scottish Parliament Information Centre intended to establish a link with one 
Library in each parliamentary constituency which would act as a focal point for the provision of 
information on the Scottish Parliament and its business and documentation, and (2) detailing (a) the 
criteria by which link Libraries had been designated by the Scottish Parliament, and (b) those 
Libraries listed below which would act as the link Library for the appropriate constituencies within 
North Lanarkshire, viz:- 

 
Scottish Parliamentary Constituency Recommended Library 
 
Airdrie and Shotts Airdrie Library 
Coatbridge and Chryston Coatbridge Library 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Cumbernauld Library 
Motherwell and Wishaw Motherwell Library 
Hamilton North and Bellshill Bellshill Cultural Centre or 
 Hamilton Library (to be determined) 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 

PARKS  AND  CATERING  SERVICES 
 
RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  BURIAL  GROUNDS 
 
33. With reference to paragraph 27 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure 
Services (1) reminding Members of the public consultation process in respect of the harmonisation of 
the Rules and Regulations for the Management of Burial Grounds which had taken place in 
accordance with Section 112 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1992; (2) enclosing, as an 
Appendix to the report, the final draft of the Rules and Regulations for the Management of Burial 
Grounds which took cognisance of comments received as a consequence of the public consultation 
process, and (3) recommending that the Committee approve the final draft of the Rules and 
Regulations for the Management of Burial Grounds for enactment effective as from 1 April 1999. 

 
Decided: that the final draft of the Rules and Regulations for the Management of Burial Grounds 

be approved for enactment effective as from 1 April 1999. 
 
 
 
HASSOCKRIGG  AND  NORTH  SHOTTS  MOSSES  -  SITES  OF  SPECIAL  SCIENTIFIC  INTEREST  
AND  SPECIAL  AREA  OF  CONSERVATION 
 
34. There was submitted a report  (docketed) dated 12 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

advising that Scottish Natural Heritage had notified the Council that Hassockrigg and North Shotts 
Mosses had been designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and that the North Shotts area of 
this Site had been designated a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive 4 (1). 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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SITES  OF  IMPORTANCE  FOR  NATURE  CONSERVATION  IN  NORTH LANARKSHIRE 
 
35. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) summarising the development of a system of defined wildlife sites (Sites of Importance for Nature 
Conservation) which had been assessed from site visits and survey data collated by the 
Conservation and Greening Unit of his Department, and (2) enclosing, as Appendices 1, 2 and 3 
respectively, details of Habitats found in Sites of Importance and Nature Conservation; Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest, and Nature Reserves and Community Nature Parks in North Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation, as detailed in Appendix 1 of the report, be 

approved; 
 

(2) that the schedules and maps regarding the Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation be made 
available to relevant Council Departments and external countryside agencies, such as 
Scottish Natural Heritage and Central Scotland Countryside Trust, and 

 
(3) that the report be otherwise remitted to the Planning and Development Committee for its 

interest and for consideration of inclusion in all relevant Local Plans. 
 
 
 
PARKS   AND  CATERING  DIVISION  -  THE  ROLE  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  PROJECT  OFFICERS 
 
36. There was submitted a report dated 12 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) outlining 

the role of the two Community Project Officers based within the Conservation and Greening Unit of 
his Department, and (2) summarising the type of work undertaken by the Community Project 
Officers. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
THE  HERALD  SCOTTISH  TOURISM  SUPREME  AWARDS  -  NOMINATION 
 
37. There was submitted a report dated 12 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) 

intimating that Strathclyde Park had been nominated in the 1998 Herald Scottish Tourism Supreme 
Awards under the category of “Best Waterfront Attraction”, and (2) that whilst this nomination had 
been unsuccessful, the Panel of Judges had commented that Strathclyde Park was already publicly 
recognised as a fine facility. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REPLACEMENT  MACHINE  FOR  PALACERIGG  GOLF  COURSE 
 
38. There was submitted a report dated 14 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) seeking, 

for the reasons detailed therein, authorisation in terms of Contract Standing Order 2.4 of the 
Council’s Contract Standing Orders to accept an offer from AM Russell, Edinburgh for the provision 
of an ex-demonstrator Toro Greenmaster 3200 D 3WD for the sum of £17,000; (2) advising that the 
lease of the Toro Greenmachine which was currently used at Palacerigg Golf Course was due to 
expire in March 1999, and (3)  intimating that funding for purchase of this machine was available 
from within the existing Departmental budget. 
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Decided: that the Director of Leisure Services be authorised in terms of Contract Standing Order 
2.4 to accept the tender submitted by AM Russell, Edinburgh in the sum of £17,000 for 
the provision of a Toro Greenmaster 3200 D 3WD for Palacerigg Golf Course. 

 
“NO  BALL  GAMES”/“NO  GOLF”  SIGNS 
 
39. With reference to paragraph 47 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998, there was re-submitted the report dated 30 September 1997 by the Director of Leisure Services 
(1) outlining proposals for the use of “No Ball Games” and “No Golf” Signs in open space areas in 
North Lanarkshire, and (2) recommending (a) that the use of No Ball Game signs be discontinued in 
general open areas; (b) that existing signs be removed on a phased basis, and (c) that a further 
report on the prohibition of golf or golf practice in open spaces be submitted to a future meeting of 
the Committee. 

 
Decided: that no action be taken with regard to the Director’s proposals. 

 
 
 
PETITION  -  KENILWORTH  AVENUE,  WISHAW  -  CONDITION  OF  GRASS  AND  TREES  AT  THE  
FRONT  OF  HOUSES 
 
40. There was submitted a report dated 19 January 1999 by the Director of Administration advising 

(1) that a petition containing 27 signatures had been received from Ms Janet Smith on behalf of 
residents of Kenilworth Avenue, Wishaw in relation to the condition of the grass and trees at the front 
of their homes, and (2) that, in terms of the policy agreed by the Council for dealing with Petitions, 
the Director of Leisure Services would report further to the Committee on this matter.    

 
Decided: that consideration be continued pending a report from the Director of Leisure Services. 

 
 
 

SPORT  AND  RECREATION 
 

NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  SPORTS  COUNCIL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
 
41. There was submitted a report dated 30 December 1998 by the Director of Leisure Services intimating 

that, following the resignation of Councillor Nolan, a vacancy existed on the Executive Committee of 
the North Lanarkshire Sports Council. 

 
Decided: that the filling of the vacancy on the Executive Committee of the North Lanarkshire 

Sports Council be remitted to the Council for further consideration. 
 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  DISABILITY  SPORT 
 
42. There was submitted a report dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services (1) intimating 

that in accordance with the constitution of the North Lanarkshire Branch of the Scottish Disability 
Sport, the Council is required to nominate one Councillor from the Leisure Services Committee to 
that organisation’s Management Committee, and (2) advising of the representation on the 
Management Committee. 

 
Decided: that the nomination of a Member of this Committee to the North Lanarkshire Branch of 

Scottish Disability Sport be remitted to the Council for further consideration. 
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COMMUNITY  FITNESS  STATISTICS  1998 
 
43. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 December 1998 by the Director of Leisure 

Services (1) summarising a programme of activities undertaken by the Department of Leisure 
Services’ Community Fitness Unit throughout 1998, and (2) enclosing, as Appendices to the report, 
details of (a) the income generated at the various leisure facilities as a result of the Fitness Classes, 
and (b) the range of classes offered during 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
LAND  TO  THE  REAR  OF  JOHN  WILSON  TOWN  HALL  AND  JOHN  SMITH  POOL,  AIRDRIE 
 
44. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the Special meeting of the Planning and Development 

Committee held on 29 June 1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 January 1999 by 
the Director of Planning and Development (1) reminding Members of a Joint Venture Agreement with 
Ashleigh Property Development Company Limited, Aberdeen to re-develop the site at the rear of the 
Sir John Wilson Town Hall and the John Smith Pool, Airdrie to provide a new Bowling Club, a 
Supermarket, fast food outlet, an additional retail outlet and improved car parking; (2) summarising 
ongoing discussions involving himself, the Director of Leisure Services and representatives of 
Ashleigh Property Development Company Limited in respect of land currently held in the Department 
of Leisure Services’ Account; (3) intimating that, although concern had been initially expressed by the 
Director of Leisure Services over the provision of parking spaces for staff and members of the public 
attending the Sir John Wilson Town Hall and the John Smith Pool, these concerns had been 
subsequently resolved, and (4) recommending that land at the rear of the Sir John Wilson Town Hall 
and the John Smith Pool, Airdrie be declared surplus to the operational requirements of the 
Department of Leisure Services on the basis that appropriate provision for public parking for 
customers of leisure facilities are preserved. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the land at the rear of the Sir John Wilson Town Hall and the John Smith Pool, Airdrie be 

declared surplus to the operational requirements of the Department of Leisure Services, on 
the basis that appropriate provision for public parking for customers of the leisure facilities be 
preserved, and 

 
(2) that the Convener, Vice-Convener and Members of the Airdrie Town Centre Action Group 

visit the site to view areas of concern in relation to parking provision and the other proposals 
outlined in the report in relation to this issue. 

 
 
 
TIME  CAPSULE  -  ROOF  REPAIRS 
 
45. There was submitted a report dated 15 January 1999 by the Director of Leisure Services 

(1) summarising problems experienced at the Time Capsule, Coatbridge in relation to the condition of 
the roof and the extensive water ingress problems which had necessitated the relocation of the 
General Office; (2) advising that the estimated cost of repairing the roof amounted to £40,000, and 
(3) intimating that no budget provision had been made to repair the roof at the Time Capsule, 
Coatbridge. 

 
Decided: that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee with the 

recommendation that the necessary repairs to the roof of the Time Capsule be 
undertaken, with the cost of the works being met from the Capital Fund. 

 
 

C 


