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Motherwell, 4 March 1999 at 10.20 am. 
 

A Special Meeting of the LEISURE  SERVICES  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McGhee, Convener; Councillor Scott, Vice-Convener; Provost Mathieson; Councillors Carmichael, 
Coyle, Griffin, Lyle, McCabe, McCulloch, W. Martin, Moran, M. Murray, Shaw and Smith. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McGhee (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
Head of Central Services, Director of Finance, Head of Accounting Services, Head of Sport and Recreation 
and Head of Parks and Catering. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillor Chadha, Hebenton, McAlorum, McKendrick, Morgan, Nolan, Saunders and Sullivan. 
 
 
REVENUE  ESTIMATES  1999/2000 
 
1. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 February 1999 by the Director of Finance (1) 

referring to the 1999/2000 Departmental base estimates for the Department of Leisure Services 
which had previously been noted by the Committee and in which account had been taken of current 
service provision (CSP) adjustments; (2) advising that it had been necessary to review those base 
estimates to take into account new and updated information and detailing, in Appendix II to the 
report, a revised summary of CSP adjustments; (3) providing, in Appendix III to the report, 
explanations of detailed CSP movements; (4) indicating that, to maintain expenditure to the guideline 
level as intimated by the Secretary of State for Scotland in his letter dated 17 December 1998 
(Circular 19/1998), Departments had been requested to bring forward proposals which would 
contribute to the required expenditure reduction and, in Appendix IV to the report, detailing 
expenditure reduction proposals in respect of the Department of Leisure Services and specifying 
those proposals recommended for acceptance, and (5) recommending that the Committee:- 

 
(a) approve, from the expenditure reduction proposals detailed within Appendix IV to the report, 

those shown therein as recommended for acceptance, and 
 
(b) approve the base budget for the Department of Leisure Services, as detailed in Appendix I to 

the report. 
 

Councillor McGhee, seconded by Councillor Scott, moved that the Committee 
 

(1) note the explanation of detailed CSP movements, as set forth in Appendix III to the report by 
the Director of Finance and, for its interest, approve the revised CSP adjustments, as 
detailed in Appendix II to that report; 

 
(2) approve, for its interest, those proposals to contribute to the Council’s overall savings 

requirement recommended for acceptance, as detailed in Appendix IV to that report, and 
 

(3) approve, for its interest, the amended base budget for the Department of Leisure Services, 
as detailed in Appendix I to that report. 
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Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor Carmichael, moved, as an amendment, that the terms of the 
motion be accepted only subject to: 
 
(1) rejection of the recommendation that a saving of £250,000 be achieved through realignment 

of grounds maintenance specifications; 
 
(2) rejection of the recommendation that a saving of £5,000 be achieved from the closure of the 

pitch and putt facility at Colzium Estate; 
 
(3) rejection of the proposal that the Cultural Festival be discontinued and agreement that a 

revised programme of activities based on folk music and other popular activities replace the 
Cultural Festival requiring the retention of a budgetary provision of £15,000; 

 
(4) agreement that the recommendation for reduction of the provision for library stock be revised 

from £70,000 to £50,000, and 
 
(5) agreement that the recommended saving in leisure grants be revised from £89,000 to 

£64,000. 
 

On a vote being taken 3 Members voted for the amendment and 11 Members voted for the motion.  
The motion was accordingly declared carried. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Committee note the explanation of detailed CSP movements, as set forth in 

Appendix III to the report by the Director of Finance and, for its interest, approve the revised 
CSP adjustments, as detailed in Appendix II to that report; 

 
(2) that the Committee approve, for its interest, those proposals to contribute to the Council’s 

overall savings requirement recommended for acceptance, as detailed in Appendix IV to that 
report, and 

 
(3) that the Committee approve, for its interest, the amended base budget for the Department of 

Leisure Services, as detailed in Appendix I to that report. 
 
 


