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1 Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this Report is to advise members of the gradually increasing demand for 
use of Personal Water Craft (PWC) on Council owned waters, especially at Strathclyde 
Country Park and to a lesser extent on other Council waters throughout the area. 
is the generic term now in common use to refer to jet-slu‘s, wet-blkes, etc. 
seeks to establish a policy in respect of access to and use of Council waters for those 
members of the public wishmg to pursue this activity. 

PWC 
The Report 

2 Background 

2.1 The use of PWC’s has been permitted on the Loch at Strathclyde Country Park, under the 
routine supervision of normal rescue craft arrangements for a number of years. At 
present, the numbers making use of t h ~ s  facility are relatively small although there has 
been an identifiable increase in the level of use in recent years. 

2.2 As this sport has developed, its increase in popularity lies in the power, speed, and 
maneouvrability of the craft. 

2.3 PWC‘s now carry up to four persons, and are capable of speeds in excess of 70mph. 

2.4 At the present time there is no national requirement for certification or licensing of 
PWC’s or their drivers but a voluntary scheme run under the auspices of the Royal 
Yachting Association (RYA) is intended to encourage the safe and responsible use of 
these craft. 

2.5 Currently the use of PWC’s on Strathclyde Loch is permitted on payment of the relevant 
usage charge and on demonstration of the operator’s competence. 

2.6 PWC’s are undoubtedly noisy and do cause disturbance and annoyance to substantial 
numbers of other users of the Country Park and its surrounds, giving rise to a small 
number of verbal complaints throughout the year. 

2.7 To enable a balanced and accurate assessment of the safety and nuisance issues involved 
with this sport, one of the senior instructors from Strathclyde Country Park has attended 
the RYA Instructor’s Course for PWC’s, and the Park is now formally recognised as a 
Training Centre to provide qualifications in the handling and safe use of PWC’s 
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3 Proposals 

3.1 The following proposals are put forward with the objective of ensuring the safe and 
considerate use of PWC’s on Council owned waters. 

3.2 It is proposed that the use of PWC’s is ody  permitted on the waters of Strathclyde Loch 
within Strathclyde Country Park where the Council has adequate rescuehafety 
arrangements in force for such pursuits. 

3.3 With a view to achteving safe and considerate use in respect of other water users it is 
proposed that prospective PWC drivers on Strathclyde Loch will require to exhlbit proof 
of holding the relevant RYA qualification in PWC dnving. 

3.4 Those drivers, perhaps on holiday, who claim to possess such qualification but are unable 
to exhibit the necessary documentation will require to undergo a Direct Assessment of 
their competence by prior arrangement with the Watersports Instructors. 
Assessment would be at a cost of 512.00. 

Such Direct 

3.5 Any other prospective user, not in possession of a relevant qualification, will require to 
undergo formal training prior to access to the water being granted. 

3.6 It is proposed, on the basis of similar instruction course costs, that the Council would 
offer such training and qualification on a one day instruction course at a cost of 560.00 
per person, exclusive of the cost of h re  of a wet bike if so required. 

3.7 The RYA recommend that training establishments and instructors should have access to 
the use of a PWC during the provision of such training courses. Pending an assessment 
of the level of demand for such training, it is proposed that this requirement be met by the 
occasional hire of the necessary equipment from an appropriate distributor. It is not 
intended that the Council purchase a PWC for such use at the present time. 

4 Recommendations 

4.1 That the Committee agree the proposals as detailed in paragraphs 3.1 to 3.7 above. 

4.2 That the Committee agree the charges proposed in Section 3 above. 

4.3 That the Committee, following the formal ratification of the Management Rules for Parks 
and Open Spaces currently under consideration, agree to prohbit the use of PWC’s on 
any other Council-owned water in the meantime. 
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