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1. Introduction 

Ref 
BRT/CPT/REP03 5 

This report is to advise Committee of a partnership proposal, headed by Lanarkshre 
Development Agency, to develop land in and around Greenhead Moss, Wishaw, as a 
Community Nature Park. 

2. Background 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

2.7 

In July 1993 an application was made for opencast coal and landfill development at 
Greenhead Moss, Wishaw by the owners; Patersons of Greenhead Ltd. Previous 
consents had been granted but this application was refused by Motherwell District 
Council. One of the grounds for rehsal was the ecological significance of the 
remaining lowland peat bog at Greenhead Moss which would have been destroyed. 

Following appeal, a public enquiry was held, with the result that in early 1996 the 
Reporter to the Secretary of State upheld the Council's position. 

The Planning & Development Department of North Lanarkshire Council thereafter 
entered into discussions with the developer on the terms of re-instatement and 
restoration of the previously worked open-cast and landfill operations. 

In 1997/1998, Patersons of Greenhead Ltd undertook land re-forming works, followed 
by grass-seeding in the open-cast void, and partial capping of the edges of the peat 
moss. Subsequently their interest has been in negotiating an agreed land acquisition 
contract with the Council. The exchange of missives is being finalised by Planning & 
Development Department. (Refer Planning & Development Committee Report, March 
1998). 

In 1997 and 1998, the Conservation and GTeening Unit of Countryside & Landscape 
Section of Leisure Services had established the continuing importance of Greenhead 
Moss as a biodiversity-rich lowland raised bog. Given also the proximity of Perchy 
Pond Local Nature Reserve, it was agreed that the Greenhead Moss area was of 
considerable ecological, recreational, and educational potential. 

h t i a l  discussions were held with Central Scotland Countryside Trust and Scottish 
Natural Heritage on proposals for a sustainable future for the area. 

In October 1998, these discussions were broadened to include Lanarkshre 
Development Agency (LDA) who expressed an interest in the area through their 
Greening strategy for Vacant and Derelict Land. LDA have offered to lead a 
partnershp to procure funding for the development and long-term maintenance of a 
Community Nature Park at Greenhead Moss. 
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3. ProDosal for Communitv Nature Park 

3.1 As a first phase, the development of Nature Park facilities is intended to focus efforts 
on the former landfill site, establish new woodlands, footpaths, conservation works, 
signage and interpretation. It will also include any necessary remediation, regrading or 
fencing. 

Capital works are considerable and will impose new revenue maintenance burdens. 
The success of the project will be directly related to the standard of maintenance and 
level of community support for the proposals. Gwen t h ~ s  it is proposed to engage the 
local communities in the design and running of the site by establishing a Greenhead 
Moss Community Trust. Seeking Landfill Tax credits from a suitable landfill operator 
is the proposed mechanism for providing the Trust with a capital endowment for 
maintenance. 

As a second phase of development, dependent upon additional funding, it is also 
proposed to look at the feasibility of a visitor centre buildmg, and to look to develop 
wider linkages with the Ravenscraig area via South Calder and Coltness woods, with 
Strathclyde Country Park, and with the Clyde Walkway. 

In addition to the core area of Perchy Pond Local Nature Reserve and Greenhead 
Moss, it is hoped that the available funding (see Para 3.2) might also be sufficient for 
works to improve the appearance and management of adjacent Stewarton Street Park, 
Victoria Park, and Cambusnethan Memorial Park and Cemetery. Discussions are also 
to be held with the owners of Eastmuir Plantation. 

4. Project Provramme 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

4.3 

4.4 

4.5 

Given the diverse interests and varied nature of the project, it was agreed that LDA 
would fund consultants to prepare an indicative masterplan for the site in consultation 
with partners, and with the local communities. 

A detailed brief was drawn up by LDA in consultation with NLC, Central Scotland 
Countryside Trust, and Scottish Natural Heritage. The response from Ironside Farrar 
was accepted as the most appropriate, to operate from late December 1998. 

The first stage of the project has been an extensive public consultation exercise in the 
four areas surroundmg the site, namely Waterloo, Wishaw-Tinto, Cambusnethan and 
Newmains. The company Scottish Participatory Initiatives were contracted to 
undertake participatory appraisals within the four communities in January. 

Scottish Participatory Initiative’s staff have also trained and employed local people for 
the period to seek people’s views on Greenhead and its possible hture. Through public 
meetings, visits to clubs, homes, in the street, etc, a cross-section of views across all 
age ranges and personal status has been acheved. 

These community views are now being analysed with a view to incorporating majority 
ideas in the Indicative Master Plan for the site now being drawn up. 

Assuming that the major transfer of landownership from Patersons to NLC is 
approved, and occurs, then the next stage of the project programme will be the 
identification of advance landscape works to commence on site in April 1999. 
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5 .  Conclusion 

5.1 The proposal to develop a 165ha Community Nature Park at Greenhead Moss, 
Wishaw offers the opportunity to progress the objectives of partners to the project, 
while at the same time maximising the involvement and support of people in the local 
community. 

6. Recommendation 

6.1 For information. 
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