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To: LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE Subject: GENETICALLY MODIFIED 
FOODS IN SCHOOLS, 
LEISURE CENTRES AND 
SOCIAL WORK PREMISES 

From: HEAD OF PARKS AND CATERING 

Date: 3/2/99 Ref PJ/SR 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek a policy decision off Committee with regard to Genetically Modified 
Foods. 

Backmound 

Committee are aware of the current adverse publicity surrounding Genetically Modified (GM) Foods 
with regard to the current media coverage. 

I have attached for your information a report submitted by the Director of Education to the Education 
Committee which is self explanatory. I would endorse the report by the Director of Education but would 
further add that such a withdrawal of foodstuffs should be applied to both Social Work and Leisure 
Services premises. 

I would therefore suggest that the Committee approve all steps to be taken with regard to ensuring the 0 
reductionfuse of Genetically Modified Foods. 

Recommendation 

3.1 That the Report from the Director of Education be noted. 

3.2 That the use of Genetically Modified Foods are withdrawn from Leisure Services and Social 
Work premises. 

3.3 That Committee be kept advised of the situation with further reports to follow. 
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REPORT 

To: Education Committee 

From: Director of Education 

Subject: 

Genetically Modified Food 
in School Meals  

Date: February 1999 
Ref: MM/LA 

Summary 

This report is a brief update on GM foods in the school meals menu. 

Recommendation 

The education committee is recommended; 

(i) to support the withdrawal of GM foods from the school meals menu 

(ii) to request a further report on GM foods once the current investigations by the 
department are completed. 

Members wishing further information about the paper should contact: 

Michael O'Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812337, or 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Provisions/Contract Services, on 01236 8 12269, 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Genetically Modified Food in School Meals 

Report by the Director of Education 

BACKGROUND 

Recent media reports have highlighted the development of genetically modified 
(GM) food and its inclusion in a range of products. 

There has been a mixed response to the publicity. The government has given a 
reassuring message, there has been substantial public disquiet and a small 
number of Scottish authorities have withdrawn all GM food from the school meals 
menu. 

0 
The education department has been in close liaison with catering services about 
the issue and has carefully monitored developments elsewhere, including 
statements from government and other organisations. The Local Government 
Association in England has advised local councils to take GM food off all their 
menus. 

Currently, the Authorities Buying Consortium is  collating information about the 
items which include GM foods and this will be made available to all authorities. A 
very small list is  anticipated and the information will be included in the 
comprehensive report requested by the education convener. 

Given the public disquiet about the issue, the action taken by other authorities and 
the need for definitive clarification it is recommended that in the meantime GM 
foods should be removed from the school meals menu. A further report will be 
made to committee once investigations are completed. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The education committee is recommended; 

(i) to support the withdrawal of GM foods from the school meals menu 

(ii) to request a further report on GM foods once the current investigations by 
the deDartment are comDleted. 
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