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To: LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF SPORT & RECREATION 

Date: 18 February 1999 Ref CWLB 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: REGISTRATION OF MUSEUMS AND 
GALLERIES: PHASE 2 
REQUIREMENTS 

I I I I 

0 
1. Introduction 

l b s  report provides details of Phase 2 of the Registration Scheme for Museums & Galleries in the UK. 

2. Backmound 

The Registration Scheme was introduced in 1998 and accepted as a minimm standards scheme whch 
measured a museum's performance against accepted professional standards. Registration status is taken 
into account by a wide variety of bodies, including grant awarding bodies such as the National Heritage 
Memorial Fund. It is, therefore, very important that North Lanarkshire Museums maintain their full 
registration status and, in the case of Mothenvell Heritage Centre, become fully registered. 

3. Repistration Phase 2 

From April 1995, the Museums & Galleries Commission have been inviting museums to re-register under 
Registration Phase 2, and North Lanarkshre Museums have been invited to submit by April 1999. The 
council's museums fulfil1 all the essential criteria required for Registration Phase 2, with the exception 
the following:- 

(1) 
(2) Loans out policy 

A statement of purpose for museums 

These are outlined below 

(1) STATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR MUSEUMS 

The following statement briefly encapsulates the purpose of the museums service within North 
Lanarkshire. 

North Lanarkshre museums exist to preserve and interpret the social and industrial history of 
North Lanarkshre through displaymg collections of local and national importance, it is hoped to 
add to the enjoyment, knowledge and understanding of present and future generations. 
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(2) LOANS OUT POLICY 

Requests are received from organisations and individuals to have on temporary loan items from 
the museums collections. The museum services has available for loan items whch are not part of 
the museums collections and are available for schools, theatre groups and others. These items 
can be handled and are classed as ‘handling collections’ They are not governed by t h s  policy. 

0 Items from the museums collection will be loaned to other institutions for the purposes of 
exhibition; photography and research. 

0 All applications for loaned material will be referred to the museums and heritage manager for 
approval. 

0 Collection items considered to be fragile or at-risk will not normally be considered for loan; 
including items in the following categories 

china 
glass 
textiles 
paper 

0 Collection items will not be loaned for the purposes of handling by the public; school use; 
theatrical productions; community groups or other events where the item may be placed in a 
vulnerable position. 

0 The minimum period of notice required for a Ioan to be considered is 2 calendar months. 

The maximum length of loan permitted will be 2 years - subject to approval. 

0 The conditions concerning public access to the loan item will be agreed in writing prior to 
items being collected from the museums stores. 

The prospective borrowers must satisfjr the museum management in writing that all insurance 
cover for the items have been obtained; including items in transit. 

The prospective borrower must satisfy the museum management in writing that transport, 
handling and counting arrangements for items on public display are satisfactory, and 
appropriate for the loaned items(s). 

0 For over- seas loans customs requirements (if appropriate) must be adhered to and it is the 
responsibility of the borrower to ensure that relevant papers are complete, and copies 
forwarded to North Lanarkshre. 

0 All courier; display and security condltions must be agreed in writing by museum management 
prior to the items being removed from North Lanarkshire Council museum stores. 

All environmental conditions must conform to those defined by North Lanarkshre museums 
as being suitable for the loaned items. 

Smolung, eating and dnnking around any loaned objects is not permitted. 
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4. 

Prospective borrowers will be notified in writing of the decision to lend or not. 

0 Suitability of potential borrower will be confirmed with appropriate bodies (i.e. S.M.C or 
MGC in the care of a museum or art gallery) by North Lanarkshire Council 

0 North Lanarkshire Council must be acknowledged in all &splay and other material as 
appropriate. 

0 Loans approved will be provided free of charge to non profit making organisations; 
commercial organisations will be subject to a loan fee. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that 

4.1 

4.2 

the statement of purpose for museums be approved 

the loans out policy be approved 
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