
AIRDRIE AREA - 30 March 2004 

Airdrie, 30 March 2004 at 7 pm within 
Alexandra Primary School, Broomknoll Street, Airdrie 

A Meeting of the AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Fagan, Convener; Councillors S. Coyle, Donnelly, Morgan and Stocks. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Fagan (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Officer, Department of Administration; Production Services Manager (Area Team Leader), 
Department of Finance; Project Co-ordinator and Home School Partnership Officer, Department of Community 
Services; Area Housing Manager, Department of Housing and Property Services, and Service Manager, 
Planning and Development; Traffic and Transportation Team Leader (Central) and Senior Planning Officer, 
Department of Planning and Environment. 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

T. McFarlane and N. Pettigrew, Airdrie and Villages Community Forum, and Chief Inspector Sandy Geddes, 
Strathclyde Police. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Curley, Devine, Logue, J. McGuigan, Morris and Sullivan. 

AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE - MINUTE 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of Airdrie Area Committee held on 3 February 2004. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

2. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of Cairnhill Community Council held on 
13 October, 10 November and 8 December 2003, and 12 January and 9 February 2004; Gartlea 
Community Council held on 25 November 2003 and 20 January and 17 February 2004; Greengairs 
Community Council held on 21 May, 4 June, 24 June, 25 June, 2 September, 9 September, 
24 September, 29 October and 25 November 2003, and 28 January and 11 February 2004; Monkland 
Glen Community Council held on 27 November 2003; Plains Community Council held on 13 January 
and 10 February 2004, and Salsburgh Community Council held on 12 February and 11 March 2004. 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 
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AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM - MINUTE 

3. There was submitted a report dated 22 March 2004 by the Director of Community Services enclosing 
the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum held 8 March 2004. 

Decided: that the report and Minute be noted. 

CENTENARY AND WEST END PARKS, AlRDRlE 

4. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 February 
2004 when, inter alia, the Committee had noted that the Director of Community Services would report 
further on Centenary and West End Parks, Airdrie, in relation to lighting within the parks; the state of 
repair of fencing; accessibility to the Parks by disabled persons and persons with wheelchairs or 
prams, and the condition of the footpaths and red blaes areas, there was submitted a report dated 
12 March 2004 by the Director of Community Services providing an update on the progress made in 
relation to improving the condition of the Parks and their environs and advising (1) that it was the 
intention of the Friends of Centenary and West End Parks to seek funding towards the installation of 
adequate lighting and the implementation of environmental works to improve accessibility within each 
of the Parks; (2) that Network Rail had authorised the installation of a new fence in Centenary Park; 
(3) that pending a response from Network Rail on the inadequacy of the fencing within West End Park 
(a) work had commenced on the planting of a fast growing thorny barrier along the full railway 
boundary fence, and (b) temporary fencing would be erected at recognised crossing points within the 
Park; (4) that Scottish Water had accepted responsibility for the problems relating to the drains 
leading into South Burn in Centenary Park and that, as a result, the Company had given an 
undertaking that (a) it would clean away any sewage after each heavy rainfall, and (b) consideration 
would be given to including a project for the eradication of the problem, at an estimated cost of €1 m, 
in its next budget allocation in 2006, and (5) that temporary fencing had been erected around the 
culvert area of the South Burn. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

RAILWAY BRIDGE OVER THE A89 AT DEEDES STREET BRIDGE, AlRDRlE 

5. There was submitted a report dated 9 March 2004 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
advising (1) that a feasibility study was currently being carried out regarding the potential for the 
implementation of refurbishment works and the installation of feature lighting at the railway bridge 
which crosses over the A89 at Deedes Street, Airdrie; (2) that Rail Track had been contacted to 
secure permission to access the structure, and (3) that a report on the findings of the feasibility study 
would be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee. 

Decided : 

(1) that the action taken by the Director of Planning and Environment in carrying out a feasibility 
study regarding the potential for the implementation of refurbishment works and the 
installation of feature lighting at the railway bridge which crosses over the A89 at Deedes 
Street, Airdrie, be noted, and 

(2) that the Director of Planning and Environment submit a report on the findings of the feasibility 
study to a future meeting of the Committee. 
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AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE 

6. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 February 
2004 when, inter alia, the Committee had noted that the Director of Planning and Environment would 
report on the progress of the formulation of the Local Plan, the Airdrie and Coatbridge Action Plan, the 
Mill Street Regeneration Masterplan and Boots’ Regeneration Masterplan, there was submitted a 
report dated 9 March 2004 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) advising of the progress 
of environmental improvement works in Airdrie Town Centre; (2) indicating (a) that the proposed start 
date for works in Buchanan Street and Bank Street was early Summer 2004, and (b) that Phase 3 of 
the works at Stirling Street/Broomknoll Street, would be put out to tender during the Summer of 2004, 
and (3) intimating that the Action Plan for Airdrie and Coatbridge and the Boots’ Regeneration 
Masterplan were in the early stages of option appraisal and that the Mill Street Regeneration 
Masterplan Study was at the draft proposal stage. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

AlRDRlE TO BATHGATE BUS AND RAIL LINKS 

7. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 February 
2004 when, inter a& the Committee had noted (1) the progress on the provision of the 
complementary bus infrastructure associated with the proposals to provide the Airdrie to Bathgate bus 
link, and (2) the appointment of the Babtie Group as Consultants to carry out a feasibility study on the 
re-opening of the Airdrie to Bathgate railway line, there was submitted a report dated 30 March 2004 
by the Director of Planning and Environment (a) providing an update on the current position relating to 
the Airdrie to Bathgate bus and rail links; (b) advising of delays in completing the installation of the 
infrastructure supporting the bus link, and (c) intimating that an exhibition and a public meeting had 
been held within Airdrie Town Centre, to publicise the proposals for the Airdrie to Bathgate rail link, 
and that additional exhibitions and meetings would be held within Plains and Caldercruix. 

Thereon, the Traffic and Transportation Team Leader (Central) advised the Committee that the dates 
identified within the report for meetings in Plains and Caldercruix had been changed provisionally to 
Tuesday, 20 April 2004 in the Welfare Hall, Plains, and Thursday, 22 April 2004 in Caldercruix 
Community Centre. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

TRAFFIC ISLAND AT ALEXANDER STREET, AlRDRlE 

8. The Traffic and Transportation Team Leader (Central) referred to a request by the Airdrie and Villages 
Community Forum to discuss the provision of a traffic island outside the Tudor Hotel, Alexander 
Street, Airdrie, and advised the Committee that, in order to allow formal consideration of the matter, 
the Forum should submit a written request on the matter to either the local Member or to the Director 
of Planning and Environment. 

Decided: that the position be noted. 

ROUNDABOUT AT CENTENARY AVENUElMULVEY CRESCENT, AlRDRlE 

9. Following a request by the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum to discuss the provision of a 
roundabout at Centenary AvenuelMulvey Crescent, Airdrie, the representatives of the Community 
Forum noted that a roundabout was to be provided at that location. 

Decided: that the position be noted. 
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AlRDRlE AREA - POLICING 

10. Chief Inspector Geddes (1) detailed the policing incidents in Airdrie and the surrounding villages for 
the period of the past twelve months; (2) indicated that, while the violent crime statistics throughout 
the towns and cities in the UK had increased, the same statistics for Airdrie and the villages had 
reduced over the last twelve months; (3) intimated that a pilot initiative involving community wardens 
would be introduced within the area, and (4) advised that calls to the Police Offices required to be 
prioritised due to limited resources. 

Decided: that the police report in relation to policing within Airdrie and the surrounding villages 
be noted. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN 

11. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 16 September 
2003, when it was noted that the Council’s Local Planning Framework would be taken forward by 
means of a Council Wide Local Plan, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 March 2004 
by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) advising (a) that the North Lanarkshire Local Plan 
would be prepared in accordance with EU Directive 2001/42/eu and would be subject to a full 
environmental sustainability appraisal, and (b) that a Planning Consultant had now been appointed to 
guide the Council and its stakeholders through that process; (2) setting out the format of the North 
Lanarkshire Local Plan and the role that Airdrie Area Committee might undertake in influencing the 
Plan, and (3) providing details thereon. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

CONSULTATION PROCESS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE IN AlRDRlE 

12. There was submitted a report dated 5 March 2004 by the Director of Community Services (1) 
providing details therein of processes which could be used (a) to select, train and support two or three 
young people as members of the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum, and (b) to ascertain young 
people’s views; (2) suggesting that a Link Worker could be deployed to ascertain the views of the 
young people of Airdrie and, thereafter, liaise with the young people ‘Forum members’ in order that 
they may then represent those views at Forum meetings, and (3) indicating that the proposed 
consultation process would be an interim measure pending the establishment of Youth Forums. 

Thereon, the Home School Partnership Officer orally advised the Committee that, when reviewing the 
nominations for young people to be represented on the Forum, consideration should be given to 
achieving a gender balance and also a rurallurban balance. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

UNAUTHORISED ADVERTISEMENT TRAILER AT GARTLEA ROAD, AlRDRlE 

13. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 February 
2004 when, inter alia, the Committee had noted the formal action taken by the Directors of Housing 
and Property Services and Administration to secure the removal of the unauthorised advertisement 
trailer from the car park at 15 Gartlea Road, Airdrie, the Area Housing Manager advised the 
Committee that, as a result of formal action, the advertisement trailer was removed from the site on 
10 February 2004. 

Decided: that the position be noted. 
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BACK BOILERS IN COUNCIL PROPERTIES WITHIN THE GARTLEA AREA OF AlRDRlE 

14. The Area Housing Manager (1) advised of leaflets which were being circulated within the Gartlea area 
with the aim of having back boilers removed from Council properties in that area as a result of 
allegations that dangers occurred where persons were sleeping in rooms containing gas appliances or 
back boilers; (2) confirming that, although the Council could not comment on people sleeping in rooms 
containing gas appliances or gas boilers, these were not considered to be a danger as all gas 
appliances and gas boilers were serviced annually, and (3) pointed out that all carbon monoxide 
detectors and smoke alarms were also serviced annually. 

Decided: that the position be noted. 

VISION FOR AlRDRlE - DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

15. There was submitted a report dated 12 March 2004 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
advising of a presentation made to Airdrie Elected Members on the vision of his Department for future 
services for Airdrie and the Villages; (2) indicating that the presentation had set out the aims and 
objectives of the Department, and (3) outlining future plans for the area including Masterplanning 
initiatives in relation to the regeneration of the Town and some of the major redevelopment sites in the 
Town, such as (a) the Mill Street Regeneration Study; (b) Airdrie Business Centre; (c) the 
AirdrieKoatbridge Corridor and Rochsolloch Masterplan, and (d) Boots’ Regeneration Masterplan. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

GOOD NEWS 

16. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 February 2004 by the Director of Community 
Services advising of various Good News events and facilities within the Airdrie area. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

CONVENER’S REMARKS - DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

17. The Convener advised the Committee that the next meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee, which was 
scheduled to be held on Tuesday, 8 June 2004, was likely to be changed in light of the European 
Parliamentary Election to be held on 10 June 2004. 
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