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Minutes of Meeting of 

Stepps and District Community Council 
Held on 

Monday 21 September 1998 
In Stepps Public Hall 

Present: Mr A. Gibson (Chair), Mrs M. Struthers, Mr R. Stuart, Mrs B. Martin, 
Mr S. Gordon, Mrs C. Graham, Mrs B. Watt, Cllr B. Wallace 

In Attendance: Sgt. May 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved by Mrs M. Struthers and seconded by Mrs B. Watt. 

1. Matters Arising 

- 1.1. Tom Clarke had replied to the letter fkom the CC, with a copy of a letter from Donald Dewar. The letter stated that there has been 
no reduction in Stathclyde Police, in fact police numbers have risen considerably. Since the reply had been to M. Struthers as an 
individual, rather than the CC, it was decided to reply emphasising the views of the CC. A. copy of Donald Dewar’s letter will be sent 
to the Chief Constable in Glasgow. 

1.2. A reply had been received regarding parking and cycle lanes. The legal position is being clarified and M. Struthers will follow 
this up with Mr McDonald prior to the next meeting. Mr McDonald has advised that disabled bays are also ‘advisory only’ but has 
promised re-painting. 
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2. Police Matters 

Sgt May confirmed that police numbers in the area are very low, especially tis two officers are off work sick. One post has been 
lost to Cumbernauld but a replacement is expected. 

Sgt May reported on crime statistics comparing crimes in the area this year and last. Crime appeared to have fallen slightly. 
However a discussion followed as to how crimes were logged and an example was given of recent vandalism to Stepps school which 
Sgt May was not aware of. It is likely that this was recorded as an ‘incident’ only, and was not included in the crime statistics. Sgt 
May will follow this up. 

Sgt May reported that most crime in the area is preventable, consisting mainly of bike thefrs, theft from sheds etc. The ban on 
drinking alcohol in public places has been useful but those caught are being given fixed penalty fines rather than a court appearance. 
Complaints regarding drinking and disturbances at the war memorial have decreased, but the public reported that the problem was still 
there. 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

The balance reported was €574.09. €99 had been paid for computer software, and cheques for 550 each were being given to 0 
Neighbourhood Watch and the Boy’s Erigade. An invoice for $35 had been received for the school shields. Our Sill shculd only be 
half of this but the CC agreed to pay the school’s share this year. However B. Martin would inform the schools that we would nor be 
able to do this in future. 

M. Struthers informed the CC that due to a possible change in her circumstances she may no longer have access to computer 
facilities. Therefore the CC may need to purchase a mewriter. 

4. Planning Matters 

R Stuart reported on the current situation with two developments. 

Firstly, the development at Cardowan includes 130 houses in the first phase. The development has been approved and there will be 
access to Cumbernauld Road, despite objections. However the road design may be changed. The subject of leisure facilities and 
schooling is not an issue at this stage, as these are the responsibility of the local authority rather than the developer. 

Secondly, planning permission had been granted by the Secretary of State for the development on Cumbernauld Road, with no 
change to the original plans. 

5. Friendship Committee 
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S. Gordon reported that a party of 16 people was going to visit Les Marches. He thanked North Lanarkshire Council and the 

European Commission for assistance and funding. Sara Bell was also thanked for all her help. Anyone interested in the Friendship 
Committee will be made welcome at fume events. 

6. Any Other Business 

6.1. Association of North Corridor Cornmu&’ Councils. This association will remain active until the Community Forum develops. 
An advert had been placed in the Kirkintilloch Herald seeking nominations for the F o m ,  but the CC had no official notification. 
This notice should also be in the library. The CC will have to nominate one representative to attend Forum meetings. R. Stuart will 
follow t h i s  up. The CC approved the nomination of S. Gordon, with M. Struthers as a substitute. Cllr Wallace agreed to give a short 
presentation about the role and smcture of the Forum at the next meeting. 

6.2. Blocked drains. Blockages were reported at Mount Haniet Drive and Lenzie Rd. R. Stuart will follow up. 

6.3. Fence at Park. The fence at the public park is badly in need of painting. Cllr Wallace and R. Stuart will follow up. 

6.4. Crime Prevention Panel. Leaflets are being distributed with contact telephone numbers. The next meeting wiII be on 2 
November. 

- 6.5. A useful ‘A-2 of council services’ had been obtained. M. Struthers will ny to order more copies. 




