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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this Report is to update Members on the current positions relating to the Airdrie to 
Bathgate bus and rail links. 

Airdrie to Bathgate Bus Link 

Following the failure of the SPT to obtain funding for the bus link, and as advised to Members in the 
report of 16 September 2003, the Council has undertaken to provide the supporting infrastructure 
notwithstanding the decision by the SPT. 

The bus bay on Weavers Road is now complete. One bus shelter remains to be erected and, as this 
is an advertising shelter, will require planning approval. 

Airdrie to Bathgate Rail Link 

Committee has previously been advised of the background to the feasibility study into the re-opening 
of the railway line and the appointment of the Babtie Group as the study consultant. 

As intimated at previous Committee meetings, two meetings have taken place attended by members 
of the Area Committee and the Babtie project team as well as an exhibition and public meeting held 
in Airdrie. 

At the request of Committee and Karen Whitefield MSP, additional exhibitions/ public meetings were 
held in both Plains and Caldercruix, to help pick up on some of the more local issues. These 
meetings took place on: 
0 

0 

Welfare Hall, Plains - Tuesday 20th April 2004 
Caldercruix Community Centre - Thursday 22nd April 2004 

Attendance at the meeting in Plains was very IOW, which in part may have been due to the re- 
scheduled Community Council meeting coinciding with this meeting. There was a good turn out at 
the Caldercruix meeting. However, it was felt that both were beneficial in explaining to a wider 
audience more about the proposals and processes, as well as recording more local concerns and 
com m en ts. 

It is worth re-emphasising the complexity of this whole project, and the wider implications of the 
potential re-opening of this rail line. The re-opening of the line will, potentially, (along with the 
Edinburgh Airport link proposals), necessitate a complete re-timetabling of the Central Scotland rail 
timetable, and impact on capacity considerations of the junctions, signalling and track availability 
from Haymarket to Waverley Station, and the routing of electrified services into and through Glasgow 
Queen Street. These issues, together with delays in obtaining information from Network rail and 
delays to gaining access for the Site Investigation works, have impacted on the timescales for final 
delivery of the report. It was originally programmed for the end of March 2004, though will now be 
finalised and presented to the Scottish Executive midJune. 



3.6 The Scottish Executive will consider the details of the study and then, if the report is positive in terms 
of engineering feasibility and scheme cost, would commission a further review of the Business Case, 
to examine likely patronage levels at potential intermediate stations, plus review how this interacts 
within the wider network. It is likely to be Autumn 2004 before the full details of these studies are 
finalised and made publicly available. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 Committee is asked to note: 

(a) the near completion by Planning and Environment of the complementary bus 
infrastructure associated with the previous proposals to provide the Airdrie to Bathgate 
bus link; 
the nationally strategic issues arising at this stage of the Airdrie to Bathgate Rail Link 
study; 
progress in the local consultation process associated with the study; 
the next stage in the feasibility study. 
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David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact John 
McDonald, Traffic & Transportation Team Leader (Central) on 01236 812368 or David McDove, Traffic & 
Transportation Team Leader (StrategyEafety) on 01 236 61 6256. 


