
19 

1.0: CONSTRUCTION SERVICES Subject: FLOODING AND LAND D M A G E  
COMMITTEE (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 - OVERTIME 

PAYMENTS FOR STAFF ABOVE 
SCP 35 AND BELOW SCP 43 From: GENERAL MANAGER, CONSTRUCTION 

SERVICES 

AGENDA E M  No. 4(b)_ **.... 

Date: 11 November 1999 kef:  TDLMG 
COLFOO 104 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

1 .OO Introduction 

1.01 The purpose of this Report is to seek authorisation for the payment of overtime for staff above spinal 
column point (SCP) 35 and below SCP 43 to enable Design Services to fulfil1 its commitment to the 
Planning and Environment Department regarding the provision of information in relation to the 
Flooding and Land Drainage (Scotland) Act 1997. 

2.00 Background 

2.01 On 25 June 1997, the former Director of Planning & Development submitted a Report to the then 
Planning & Development Committee informing it that the Flooding and Land Drainage (Scotland) Act 
1997 had come into force on 26 May 1997 and requesting approval to undertake a course of action to 
enable the new obligations to be met. 

2.02 As part of this exercise, Design Services had been asked to undertake surveys, make assessments and 
provide advice to the Planning & Development Department of all watercourses which were likely to 
cause flooding of non-agricultural land within or outwith North Lanarkshire. It is intended that much of 
this data will be digitised onto a Geographical Information System (GIS) with linked database to not 
only enable consideration to be given to the impact of new developments on existing systems but also to 
help target maintenance and flood prevention works where they are most needed. 

2.03 The scope of the Brief from the Planning & Development Department involves the assessment of all 
sites on their list every 2 years as well as making recommendations for remedial work, preventative 
maintenance and cost estimates. 

3.00 Current Situation 

3.01 At present the number of sites listed is over 170. In addition the Departments of Housing and 
Community Services have requested specific investigations of a further 40 or so separate sites bringing 
the total number of investigations to over 200. 

3.02 Although Design Services has the expertise to cany out this work, staff resources are insufficient to 
contend with peaks of work which are required from time to time while at the same time meeting Client 
Departments' aspirations. 
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4.02 

Due to the investigatory nature of inspections and the nature of reports required within the constraints 
of the Brief such works are not amenable to externalisation. Having conducted inspections of priority 
sites, a backlog of reports on inspections has developed. 

To enable Design Services to fulfil1 its commitments therefore, it is considered that this can only be 
achieved by allowing staff to undertake work outwith normal working hours. In the current financial 
year, all staff time associated with this work is unlikely to exceed €4,000. 

Recommendation 

The Committee is asked to authorise the payment of overtime only to staff graded above SCP35 and 
below SCP 43 who would be employed on flooding and land drainage problems in order to meet the 
Council's statutory obligations in respect of the Flooding & Land Drainage (Scotland) Act. 

Remit this matter to the Personnel Committee for information. 
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