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To: Education Committee 

From: Director of Education 

’ Date: 5 June 2000 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject Proposal for Formal 
Consultation 
Language and Communication Unit: 
Castlehill Primary 

REPORT 

R e f m  MON/RM/RM 

1 I 

Purpose of Report 

The report outlines the results of the consultative process on the proposal to close 
Deanbank School for primary-aged pupils with severe learning difficulties. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that: 

The Education Committee agree to adopt the proposal: 

1. That a unit for primary-aged pupils with autistic and autistic spectrum 
disorders be established within Castlehill Primary for the school year 
beginning August 2000. 

2 The director of education be instructed to take the necessary steps to 
implement this recommendation. 

3 This paper be remitted to the personnel committee in relation to the non- 
teaching posts involved. 

Notes: 

1. A copy of the original consultative document is attached as Appendix 1 of this 
report and a list of those responding to the consultation is attached as 
Appendix 2. 
Written submissions are available for inspection in the Public Relations 
Office, Civic Centre, Windmillhill Street, Motherwell. 

2. 

Members wishing further information about this report should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01236-812336 
Dan Sweeney, Head of Quality Development on 01236-812291 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

1. 

1.1 

1.2 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

Proposal for formal consultation: language'and 
communication unit: Castlehill Primary 

Report by Director 

Introduction 

On 2"d May 2000 the education committee approved the issue of a consultative 
document on the proposed establishment of a unit for primary-aged pupils 
with language and communication disorders in Castlehill Primary. 

The main issues raised in the document were: 

a. Primary school provision for children with severe autism and autistic 
spectrum disorders in North Lanarkshire was currently located in St 
Lucy's Primary, Curnbernauld. 

b. At the time of local government reorganisation in 1996, St Lucy's 
provided a highly specialised education for 26 pupils in a classroom 
block located within the main school. 

c. Due to increased demand, the number of places available within the 
unit had since been increased to 30. 

d. However, due to the increased diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorders 
and a corresponding improvement and development in inter-agency 
working, particularly between education and health professionals, the 
unit at St Lucy's was no longer able to meet demand. 

e. At the start of the new school year in August 2000, there would be a 
shortfall of approximately 10 places for North Lanarkshire children 
who require such provision. 

f. Projections indicated that this increase in demand was unlikely to be 
temporary and that a second unit, similar to St Lucy's in terms of its 
ability to offer a maximum of 30 places over time, was now required. 

The Consultation 

Written representations on the consultative paper were sought fi-om interested 
parties in terms of the Education (publication and Consultation etc) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1981. The document was issued on 3rd May 2000. Its existence 
was advertised in the national press. Public and staff meetings were held on 
24 May 2000. The period of consultation ended on 3 1 May 2000. 

In accordance with statutory requirements, copies of the consultative 
document were distributed to local libraries; copies were issued to all parents 
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2.3 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

5. 

of pupils at the school; all members of staff; trade unions; local elected 
members; Members of Parliament; Lanarkshire Health Board; Church 
representatives and the social work department. Castlehill Primary has no 
School Board. 

5 written submissions were received: 

2 from the trade unions 
1 from the school chaplain 
1 from a local elected member 
1 fiom the local MSP - Jack McConnell 

The views expressed 

All written responses enthusiastically supported the establishment of a unit for 
pupils with language and communication disorders in Castlehill Primary. 

The school chaplain, while welcoming the unit, asked whether the additional 
traffic generated by pupils attending the unit could be safely accommodated 
within the existing arrangements and asked that consideration be given to 
extending the parking facilities available at the school. 

Comments on the views expressed 

The comments on the views expressed will follow the order in section 3 
above. 

The enthusiastic support of respondents is welcomed as indicative of the high 
regard held for Castlehill Primary and its current status as a new community 
school. 

A scheme is in place to improve parking at the school. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that: 

(i) The Education Committee agrees to adopt the proposal: 

That a unit for primary-aged pupils with autistic and autistic spectrum 
disorders be established within Castlehill Primary for the school year 
beginning August 2 000. 

(ii) The director of education be instructed to take the necessary steps to 
implement this recommendation. 

(iii) %s paper be remitted to the personnel committee in relation to the 
non-teaching posts involved. 
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APPENDIX 1 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

1. 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

Proposal for formal consultation: language-and 
communication unit: Castlehill Primary 8 

Report by Director 

BACKGROUND 

Primary school provision for children with severe autism and autistic spectrum 
disorders in North Lanarkshire is currently located in St Lucy’s Primary, 
Cumbernauld. 

At the time of local government reorganisation in 1996, St Lucy’s provided a 
highly specialised education for 26 pupils in a classroom block located within 
the main school. 

Due to increased demand, the number of places available within the unit has 
since been increased to 30. 

However, due to the increased diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorders and a 
corresponding improvement and development in inter-agency working, 
particularly between education and health professionals, the unit at St Lucy’s is 
no longer able to meet the increased demand. 

At the start of the new school year in August 2000, there will be a shortfall of 
approximately 10 places for North Lanarkshire children who require such 
provision. 

Projections indicate that this increase in demand is unlikely to be temporary 
and that a second unit, similar to St Lucy’s in terms of its ability to offer a 
maximum of 30 places over time, is now required. 
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2. Proposal 

2.1 It is proposed, therefore, that a second unit for primary-aged pupils with 
autism and autistic spectrum disorders be set up in Castlehill Primary, 
Gowkthrapple. 

2.2 Castlehill Primary offers a number of advantages as the location for such 
provision: 

(i) 

(ii) 

The location of the special unit within Castlehill Primary would sit 
well with its current role as a new community school. 
The school currently houses an integrated unit for children with 
language difficulties and, therefore, has the potential expertise to 
undertake the support of pupils with language and communication 
disorders. 
There is classroom space available within the school to accommodate 
the unit. 
The location of the unit within a school in the MothenvelWishaw area 
would allow more localised access to such provision in the long-term. 

(iii) 

(iv) 

2.3 A post of assistant head teacher should be created, with the postholder taking 
responsibility for the overall management of the unit as well as other duties 
commensurate with a senior management team post within the school. 

2.4 2.OFTE teaching posts will be required to accommodate the initial intake to the 
unit. 

2.5 SEN auxiliary support, as appropriate, will also be required for each of the 
new class groups. 

2.6 Additional speech and language therapy support will be required, and this will 
be the subject of further negotiation with the Health Board. 

2.7 Additional transport costs will arise as a result of the need to transport those 
pupils who will attend the unit. 

3. Financial Implications 

3.1 Funding to start up the unit will be achieved from within existing financial 
resources: 

1 Assistant Head Teacher Post: $33,982 
2 unpromoted teacher posts $50,938 
2 x 28hrs 1Omins auxiliary posts &15,876 
Materials, equipment etc E3000 
Total $103.796 
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3.2 In addition, 0.6 WTE speech and language therapy input will be required at a 
cost of approximately E14000. This will be the subject of M e r  negotiation 
with the Health Board. 

4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that: 

1 The Education Committee agrees to adopt the proposal: 

That a unit for primary-aged pupils with autistic and autistic spectnun 
disorders be established within Castlehill Primary for the school year 
beginning August 2000. 

2. This report be issued as a consultative document and made available to all 
interested parties 

3 All interested parties, including the school board, be asked to make written 
representation on the proposal to the Director of Education, Municipal 
Buildings, Kildonan Street, Coatbridge, no later than 3 1 May 2000. 

4 The Director of Education prepare a report on the results of the consultative 
process for consideration at a future meeting of the Education Committee. 
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Appendix 2 

List of Written Submissions Received 

1. MSF 
2. United Reformed Church 
3. Cllr J F McGhee 
4. Mr J McConnell, MSP 
5.  NASUWT 

Date 
15.05.00 
19.05.00 

. 10.05.00 
16.05 .OO 
29.05 .OO 
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