
AIRDRIE AREA - 7 June 2004 

Alexandra Primary School, Broomknoll Street, Airdrie, 1 June 2004 at 7 pm. 

A Meeting of the AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Fagan, Convener; Councillors Donnelly, Logue, J. McGuigan, Stocks and Sullivan. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Fagan (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Officer, Department of Administration; Production Services Manager (Area Team Leader), 
Department of Finance; Information and Research Manager, Chief Executive’s Office; Project Co-ordinator, 
Department of Community Services; Service Manager (Policy and Economic Development), Traffic and 
Transportation Team Leader (PolicylSafety) and Senior Planning Officer, Department of Planning and 
Environment, and Area Service Manager, Department of Social Work. 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

W. Hynds and T. McFarlane, Airdrie and Villages Community Forum, Alistair Mclntyre, Strathclyde Fire Brigade, 
Inspector Jim Borland, Inspector Jim Jamieson, and Constable I. Lannigan, Strathclyde Police. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors S. Coyle, Curley and Morgan. 

AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE - MINUTE 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee held on 30 March 2004. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

2. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of Plains Community Council held on 9 March and 
20 April 2004, and Salsburgh Community Council held on 8 April 2004. 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 

AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM - MINUTE 

3. There was submitted a report dated 18 May 2004 by the Director of Community Services enclosing 
the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum held on 10 May 2004. 

Decided: that the report and Minute be noted. 
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The Convener exercised his discretion to vary the order of business as hereinafter minuted. 

YOUTH COURT PILOT 

4. Inspector Jim Borland provided a detailed presentation on the Youth Court including reference to, 
-- inter alia, ( I )  the setting up of a Youth Court Feasibility Group by the Scottish Executive in June 2002 
to report on the feasibility of setting up a Youth Court to fast track persistent offenders aged 16 and 17 
years through the criminal justice system, with a view to reducing the frequency and seriousness of 
offending through targeted disposals with judicial supervision and continuing Social Work 
involvement; (2) the establishment of a multi-agency Youth Court forum to develop and oversee the 
operation of a Youth Court within Hamilton Sheriffdom; (3) the establishment of the Youth Court within 
Hamilton Sheriff Court on 2 June 2003; (4) the objectives of the Youth Court; (5) the target group for 
referral and the Court process; (6) the operation and nature of the Youth Court; (7) statistics on 
referrals to Hamilton Sheriff Court and the outcomes thereof for the period from June 2003 to April 
2004, and (8) the expansion of the Youth Court to Airdrie Sheriff Court on 4 June 2004. 

Thereon Inspector Borland responded to questions by elected Members and community 
representatives. 

Decided: that the presentation be noted. 

ROUTES TO WORK 

5. The Service Manager (Policy and Economic Development) provided a detailed presentation on the 
organisation and local dimension of Routes to Work Limited including reference to, inter alia, (1) 
results and conclusions of a baseline study which focussed on the most excluded areas in terms of 
income and employment; (2) background and objectives of Routes to Work Limited; (3) targets 
identified for Routes to Work and the methods of achieving the targets, and (4) the achievements of 
Routes to Work and future actions to be undertaken. 

Thereon, the Service Manager, Policy and Economic Development responded to questions by elected 
Members and community representatives. 

Decided: that the presentation be noted. 

AIRDRIE TOWN CENTRE 

6. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 March 2004 
when, inter alia, the Committee had noted progress on the formulation of the Local Plan, the Airdrie 
and Coatbridge Action Plan, the Mill Street Regeneration Masterplan and Boots’ Regeneration 
Masterplan, there was submitted a report dated 21 May 2004 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of the progress of environmental improvement works in Airdrie Town Centre; 
(2) intimating that initial drafts of the Action Plan for Airdrie and Coatbridge, the Boots’ Regeneration 
Masterplan and the Mill Street Regeneration Masterplan had been prepared; (3) indicating that 
following the conclusion of consultations with the National Health Service Trust regarding their site 
requirements in Airdrie, the draft plans would thereafter be the subject of detailed discussion within 
service departments and the Council’s consultants to ensure that the studies provide a 
comprehensive analysis of the issues affecting the area and of the regeneration options available to 
the Council and its partners, and (4) stating that on completion of the assessment and analysis 
process the draft studies would be formulated for submission to the Area Committee. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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AlRDRlE TO BATHGATE BUS AND RAIL LINKS 

7. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 March 2004 
when, inter alia, the Committee had noted the progress of the proposals for the provision of Airdrie to 
Bathgate Bus and Rail Link, there was submitted a report dated 1 June 2004 by the Director of 
Planning and Environment (1) providing an update on the proposals; (2) advising that the installation 
of the infrastructure supporting the bus link was almost complete; (3) intimating that public meetings 
had now been held in Plains and Caldercruix to publicise the proposals for the Airdrie to Bathgate Rail 
Link; (4) indicating that, in light of the complexities and delays in progressing the initial stages of the 
project, it was now anticipated that the feasibility study on the re-opening of the railway line would not 
be finalised and presented to the Scottish Executive until mid June 2004, and (5) stating that should 
the Scottish Executive consider the details of the study to be favourable in terms of engineering 
feasibility and scheme cost, a further review of the Business Case for the project would be 
commissioned to examine likely patronage levels at potential intermediate stations and to review how 
they would interact within the wider network. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE RESIDENTS’ SURVEY 2002 

8. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 June 2004 by the Chief Executive on the North 
Lanarkshire Residents’ Survey 2002 (1) advising that a Council wide residents’ survey had been 
undertaken in the Autumn of 2002, the main aims of which were to seek views on the importance of 
Council services and perceptions of the quality of those services in order to help identify key strategic 
objectives and inform the corporate planning process; (2) setting out in the report the key findings 
from the survey for the Airdrie area for (a) importance of Council services; (b) quality of Council 
services; (c) contact with the Council; (d) community issues, and (e) handling complaints, and (3) 
detailing comparisons with the results of the 1999 survey. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN 

9. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 March 
2004, there was submitted a report dated 1 June 2004 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
regarding progress on the formulation of the North Lanarkshire Local Plan (1) advising that around 
300 Local Plan submissions had been received, 105 of which were site - specific to the Central area; 
(2) indicating that three workshops had been set up involving stakeholders in the development of the 
North Lanarkshire Local Plan policy, and (3) intimating that once adopted the Plan would reflect the 
Council’s land use proposals for a five year period. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

VISION FOR AlRDRlE - DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK 

10. There was submitted a report dated 25 May 2004 by the Director of Social Work (1) advising of a 
presentation made to Airdrie Elected Members on the Vision of his Department for future services for 
Airdrie and the Villages; (2) indicating that the presentation provided information on the Department’s 
responsibilities, its assessment and care management duties and the statutory framework within 
which Social Work services were provided, and (3) outlining general developments for the area. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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GOOD NEWS 

11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 April 2004 by the Director of Community Services 
advising of various Good News events and facilities within the Airdrie area. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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