
Ac,EiVDA ITEM b. L-. AlRDRlE AREA - 16 November 2004 

Alexandra Primary School, Broomknoll Street, Airdrie, 16 November 2004 at 7 pm. 

A Meeting of the AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Fagan, Convener; Councillors Cameron, S. Coyle, Logue, J. McGuigan, Morgan, Morris and 
Stocks. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Fagan (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Officer, Department of Administration; Production Services Manager (Area Team Leader), 
Department of Finance; Project Co-ordinator, Department of Community Services; Area Housing Manager, 
Department of Housing and Property Services; Road Network Operations Manager and Senior Planning Officer, 
Department of Planning and Environment, and Head of Social Work Services and Head of Social Work 
Development, Department of Social Work. 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

T. McFarlane and N. Pettigrew, Airdrie and Villages Community Forum, Chief Inspector Sandy Geddes, 
Strathclyde Police and E. McKenna, I. Russell and E. Tocock, Citizens Advice Bureau. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Curley, Devine, Donnelly and Sullivan. 

AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE - MINUTE 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee held on 14 September 
2004. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

2. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of Gartlea Community Council held on 
21 September, 2004 and Salsburgh Community Council held on 9 September and 14 October 2004. 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 

AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM - MINUTE 

3. There was submitted a report dated 25 October 2004 by the Director of Community Services 
enclosing the Minute of the meeting of Airdrie and Villages Community Forum held on 4 October 
2004. 

Decided: that the report and Minute be noted. 
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CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 

4. The Committee received an oral presentation from Eileen McKenna, Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) on 
the work of the CAB highlighting (1) the services offered and the service principles adhered to; (2) the 
financial position; (3) staffing and training requirements; (4) community planning and community 
health partnerships, and (5) the money advice service. 

Thereon, the Convener thanked Eileen McKenna for the presentation. 

Decided: that the terms of the presentation be noted. 

STRATHCLYDE FIRE BRIGADE 

5. The Convener advised the Committee that as the representative of Strathclyde Fire Brigade was not 
present at the meeting, an oral report on the activity of the Fire Brigade within the last six months and 
on community safety would be presented to a future meeting. 

Decided: that the position be noted meantime. 

WELLWND HERITAGE GROUP 

6. There was submitted a report dated 15 October 2004 by the Area Team Leader (1) advising of a 
meeting held with the Wellwynd Heritage Group on 5 October 2004, and (2) detailing issues raised on 
(a) environmental improvement works carried out within Airdrie Town Centre; (b) projects and 
initiatives being undertaken, and (c) the main shopping area within Airdrie. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES AREA TOUR 

7. There was submitted a report dated 15 October 2004 by the Area Team Leader on the tour of Airdrie 
and the Villages which had taken place on 4 October 2004 (1) intimating that Elected Members, 
representatives from Airdrie and Villages Community Forum and Community Councils, Airdrie Area 
Committee departmental representatives and representatives from Strathclyde Police attended the 
tour, and (2) advising that the tour covered all Wards in the Airdrie and Villages area including a 
number of sites which had been identified by Forum members. 

Decided: that the report be noted 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN 

8. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 14 September 
2004, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 28 September 2004 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) summarising the outcome of the three workshops which had been undertaken in 
consultation with Elected Members and North Lanarkshire Community Planning Partners to address 
concerns and identify priorities in order to present a strategic and local focus in the development of 
the Local Plan; (2) advising that Policy Working Groups would define the criteria to be used to draft 
policies and select development sites for the Local Plan; (3) indicating that single issue workshops 
bringing together Topic Working Groups and Elected Members would take place to finalise policies for 
the land use topics of Economic Development, Retail and Town Centres and Housing and 
Environment; (4) intimating that having determined the local plan strategy and policies for land use 
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planning topics it was now proposed that Elected Members be involved on an Area Committee basis 
to bring forward specific development proposals for inclusion in the Local Plan’s three Area Action 
Plans, and (5) detailing the timescale for publishing a consultative draft of the North Lanarkshire Local 
Plan. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

CLOSURE OF LOCAL SUB-POST OFFICE IN AlRDRlE 

9. The Convener advised the Committee that, in respect of the proposed closure of the Sub-Post Office 
in Clarkston, Airdrie, the General Purposes Committee, at its meeting on 27 October 2004, had 
authorised the Director of Administration to respond to the Post Office setting out the Council’s 
opposition to the proposed closure of Sub-Post Offices in North Lanarkshire. 

Thereon, the local Member, Councillor Cameron, intimated that a petition, from residents in the 
Clarkston area, opposing the closure of the Sub-Post Office in Clarkston had been sent earlier that 
day to the Post Office. 

Decided: that the position be noted. 

GOOD NEWS 

10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 October 2004 by the Director of Community 
Services advising of various good news events and facilities within the Airdrie area. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

COMMUNITY FORUM - EXPENSES 

11. With reference to paragraph I 0  of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 19 March 2002 
when, -- inter alia, it had been agreed that the Director of Community Services should monitor 
arrangements in relation to Community Forum expenses, there was submitted a report dated 
13 September 2004 by the Director of Community Services (1) advising of the budget available to 
support the development of the roles of Area Committees and Community Forums, and (2) proposing 
(a) that f750 be ringfenced for each Community Forum to cover administration and running costs and 
be issued when required in accordance with the financial controls set out in the standard conditions of 
funding, and (b) that each Area Committee be allocated f1,000 to assist in the development of 
Community Forums. 

Decided: 

(1) that f750 be ringfenced for each Community Forum within the Area Committee boundary, 
and 

(2) that the f 1,000 allocation to the Area Committee be noted. 

RESIDENTIAL HOMES 

12. The Committee received an oral presentation by the Head of Social Work Development on future 
plans for the Council’s provision of residential care (1) intimating that the main factors which 
influenced the review of the Council’s residential care provision were (a) the introduction of national 
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standards; (b) the national policy of shifting the balance of care away from institutional provision to 
care at home; (c) changes in the care home sector, and (d) the development of very sheltered 
housing; (2) advising that in light of the findings of the review, it had been determined that local 
residential care provision at Meadowside House, Airdrie, would require major refurbishment to be 
carried out at the residential unit to meet future national standards, and (3) indicating that the Council, 
following consideration of the recommendations by the Director of Social Work on the review, had, 
-- inter alia, authorised the Director of Social Work to cease admission to and subsequently close 
Meadowside House. 

Thereon both the Head of Social Work Development and the Head of Social Work Services answered 
various questions raised by Members of the Committee and also members of the public on issues 
relevant to the proposed changes to residential care provision in Airdrie. 

Decided: that the position be noted. 

GARTLEA ROAD RAILWAY BRIDGE, AlRDRlE 

13. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 14 September 
2004, there was submitted a report dated 3 November 2004 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment attaching as an Appendix to the report, a report dated 6 October 2004 by the Director of 
Planning and Environment which had been submitted to the Planning and Environment Committee, at 
its meeting on 18 October 2004, providing an update on the programme for the delivery of the project 
to replace and improve Gartlea Road Railway Bridge, Airdrie. 

Thereon, the Road Network Operations Manager orally advised the Committee (1) of the status of the 
project; (2) of the disruption within the Gartlea Road/Hogg StreeVCairnhill Road area due to traffic 
diversion and temporary waiting and loading restrictions, and (3) that in order to minimise the 
disruption caused by diverting traffic and to progress the project, the Planning and Environment 
Committee had authorised the Director of Planning and Environment to enter into negotiations with 
Network Rail with a view to determining the options available for accelerating the project and the 
extent of the associated costs. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 


